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ESSB 6120 - H COW ANMD
By Commttee on Transportation

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 47.06A
RCWto read as foll ows:

The freight nobility strategic investnent board and the departnent
of transportation shall collaborate to submt a report to the office of
fi nanci al managenent and the transportation commttees of the
| egi sl ature by Septenber 1, 2008, and each Septenber 1st thereafter
listing proposed freight highway and rail projects. The report nmnust
describe the analysis used for selecting such projects, as required by
this chapter for the board and as required by section 2 of this act for
t he departnent of transportation.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 47.76 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnment shall devel op and inplenent the benefit/inpact
eval uati on net hodol ogy recomended in the statewide rail capacity and
needs study finalized in Decenber 2006.

(2) The departnent shall convene a work group to collaborate on the
devel opnent of the benefit/inpact analysis nethod to be used in the
eval uati on. The work group nmust include, at a mninmum the freight
nmobility strategic investnent board, the departnment of agriculture, and
representatives fromthe various users and nodes of the state's rai

system

(3) In addition to existing criteria established by the depart nent
for evaluating rail proj ects, the departnent shall use the
benefit/inpact analysis in subsection (1) of this section when
submtting requests for state funding for rail projects. The

departnent shall devel op a standardized format for submitting requests
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for state funding for rail projects that includes an explanation of the
anal ysi s undertaken and the concl usions derived fromthe anal ysis.

(4) The Stanpede Pass corridor rail project shall be evaluated
usi ng the benefit/inpact analysis nethod devel oped under this section,
as soon as the analysis nethod is conpleted, and the results reported
to the office of financial managenent and to the transportation
commttees of the |egislature.

(5) The departnent and the freight nobility strategic investnent
board shall coll aborate to submt a report to the office of financial
managenent and the transportation conmttees of the |legislature by
Septenber 1, 2008, and each Septenber 1st thereafter, |isting proposed
freight highway and rail projects. The report nust describe the
anal ysis used for selecting such projects, as required by this section
for the departnent and as required by chapter 47.06A RCWfor the board.

Sec. 3. RCWB81.104.015 and 1999 ¢ 202 s 9 are each anended to read
as follows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwise, the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "High-capacity transportation systenf nmeans a system of public
transportation services wthin an urbanized region operating
principally on exclusive rights of way, and the supporting services and
facilities necessary to inplement such a system including interim
express services and high occupancy vehicle |anes, which taken as a
whol e, provides a substantially higher |evel of passenger capacity,
speed, and service frequency than traditional public transportation
systens operating principally in general purpose roadways. "Hi gh-
capacity transportation systent also includes magnetic levitation and
personal rapid transit systens.

(2) "Rail fixed guideway systent neans a light, heavy, or rapid
rail system nonorail, inclined plane, funicular, trolley, or other
fixed rail guideway conmponent of a high-capacity transportation system
that is not regulated by the Federal Railroad Adm nistration, or its
successor. "Rail fixed guideway systent does not nean elevators,
nmovi ng si dewal ks or stairs, and vehicles suspended from aerial cabl es,
unless they are an integral conponent of a station served by a rail
fi xed gui deway system
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(3) "Regional transit systeni nmeans a hi gh-capacity transportation
system under the jurisdiction of one or nore transit agencies except
where a regional transit authority created under chapter 81.112 RCW
exi sts, in which case "regional transit systeni neans the high-capacity
transportation system under the jurisdiction of a regional transit
authority.

(4) "Transit agency” neans city-owned transit systens, county
transportation authorities, netropolitan nunicipal corporations, and
public transportation benefit areas.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 81.104 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Counties are authorized to inpose with voter approval, by a sinple
majority of those voting, dedicated funding sources for nmagnetic
levitation and personal rapid transit systens as set forth in RCW
81.104. 150, 81.104.160, and 81.104.170. The nmaxinmum tax rate
aut hori zed in RCW81. 104. 150, 81.104.160, and 81.104.170 is the maxi num
allowable rate that may be inposed by all entities in a county for
magnetic levitation and personal rapid transit systens.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 81.104 RCW
to read as follows:

(1) Counties inplenenting magnetic levitation and personal rapid
transit systens are exenpt from the population requirenments in RCW
81. 104. 030.

(2) Counties inplenenting magnetic levitation and personal rapid
transit systens are authorized to utilize public-private partnerships.

(3) The departnent of transportation shall devel op, inplenent, and
adm ni ster a grant programfor state and federal funding identified for
magnetic levitation systens and personal rapid transit systens. The
speaker of the house of representatives shall appoint  four
representatives, two fromeach | egislative caucus, the president of the
senate shall appoint four senators, two from each |egislative caucus,
and the governor shall appoint a business person fromprivate industry
and a person wth academc credentials in magnetic levitation and
personal rapid transit systens technology to work with the depart nent
of transportation to develop the criteria for the grant program To
obtain grants through the grant program entities shall submt nmagnetic
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levitation and personal rapid transit systens technology design
proposals to the department of transportation and conpete for grant
fundi ng. "

Correct the title.

EFFECT: Del etes the underlying bill relating to the process for
freight highway and rail projects to receive state funding.

Requires the Departnment of Transportation to inplenent the
benefit/inpact anal ysis recommended in the Decenber 2006 statew de rai
capacity and needs study, collaborating with a stakehol der work group.

Requires that the Departnent use the benefit/inpact analysis when
proposing rail projects for state funding, and that the Departnent
evaluate the Stanpede Pass corridor rail project as soon as the
anal ysis nmethod is conplete.

Begi nning in 2008, requires the Departnent and the Freight Mbility
Strategic Investnment Board to submt a joint [ist of proposed freight
and rail projects to the office of financial mnagenent and the
transportation commttees of the |egislature by Septenber 1lst of each
year .

Aut hori zes counties to inpose dedi cated fundi ng sources and to use
public-private partnerships for magnetic levitation and personal rapid
transit systenms. Exenpts counties inplenenting nagnetic levitation and
personal rapid transit systens from the population requirenents
ot herwi se applicable to high-capacity transportation systens. Requires
the Departnent of Transportation to establish a grant program for
magnetic levitation and personal rapid transit systens with assistance
from an appoi nted board.

- END ---
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