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E2SSB 6673 - H AMD
By Representative Sullivan

ADOPTED AND ENGROSSED 03/ 06/ 08

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that high school
students need to graduate with the skills necessary to be successful in
col l ege and work. The state graduation requirenents help to ensure
that Washington high school graduates have the basic skills to be

conpetitive in a global econony. Under education reform started in
1993, tinme was to be the variable, obtaining the skills was to be the
const ant. Therefore, students who need additional time to gain the

academ c skills needed for college and the workplace should have the
opportunities they need to reach high academ c achievenent, even if
that takes nore than the standard four years of high school.

Different students face different challenges and barriers to their
academ c success. Sonme students struggle to neet the standard on a
single portion of the WAashi ngton assessnent of student |earning while
excelling in the other subject areas; other students struggle to
conpl ete the necessary state or |ocal graduation credits; while still
others have their know edge tested on the assessnents and have
conpleted all the credit requirenents but are struggling because
English is not their first |anguage. The legislature finds that many
of these students need additional tine and support to achi eve acadenic
proficiency and neet all graduation requirenents.

Sec. 2. RCW28A. 655.061 and 2007 ¢ 355 s 5 and 2007 c¢c 354 s 2 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) The high school assessnent system shall include but need not be
limted to the Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning, opportunities
for a student to retake the content areas of the assessnent in which
the student was not successful, and if approved by the |egislature
pursuant to subsection (10) of this section, one or nore objective
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alternative assessnents for a student to denonstrate achievenent of
state academ c standards. The objective alternative assessnents for
each content area shall be conparable in rigor to the skills and
know edge that the student nust denonstrate on the Washington
assessnent of student |earning for each content area.

(2) Subject to the conditions in this section, a certificate of
academ c achi evenent shall be obtained by nost students at about the
age of sixteen, and is evidence that the students have successfully net
the state standard in the content areas included in the certificate.
Wth the exception of students satisfying the provisions of RCW
28A. 155. 045 or 28A 655.0611, acquisition of the certificate is required
for graduation from a public high school but is not the only
requi renent for graduation.

(3) Beginning with the graduating class of 2008, with the exception
of students satisfying the provisions of RCW28A. 155. 045, a student who
nmeets the state standards on the reading, witing, and mathematics
content areas of the high school Wshington assessnent of student
learning shall earn a certificate of academ c achievenent. If a
student does not successfully neet the state standards in one or nore
content areas required for the certificate of academ c achievenent,
then the student may retake the assessnent in the content area up to

four tinmes at no cost to the student. | f the student successfully
meets the state standards on a retake of the assessnent then the
student shall earn a certificate of acadenic achievenent. Once

objective alternative assessnents are authorized pursuant to subsection
(10) of this section, a student may use the objective alternative
assessnents to denonstrate that the student successfully neets the
state standards for that content area if the student has taken the
Washi ngt on assessnent of student learning at |east once. If the
student successfully neets the state standards on the objective
alternative assessnents then the student shall earn a certificate of
academ c achi evenent .

(4) Beginning no later than wth the graduating class of 2013, a
student nust neet the state standards in science in addition to the
ot her content areas required under subsection (3) of this section on
the Washington assessnent of student Jlearning or the objective
alternative assessnents in order to earn a certificate of academc
achi evenent . The state board of education may adopt a rule that
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i npl enents the requirenments of this subsection (4) beginning with a
graduating class before the graduating class of 2013, if the state
board of education adopts the rule by Septenber 1st of the freshman
school year of the graduating class to which the requirenents of this
subsection (4) apply. The state board of education's authority under
this subsection (4) does not alter the requirenent that any change in
performance standards for the tenth grade assessnent nust conply with
RCW 28A. 305. 130.

(5) The state board of education nmay not require the acquisition of
the certificate of academ c achievenent for students in hone-based
instruction under chapter 28A. 200 RCW for students enrolled in private
school s under chapter 28A.195 RCW or for students satisfying the
provi si ons of RCW 28A. 155. 045.

(6) A student may retain and use the highest result from each
successfully conpl eted content area of the high school assessnent.

(7) School districts must nmake avail able to students the foll ow ng
opti ons:

(a) To retake the Washi ngton assessnent of student learning up to
four tines in the content areas in which the student did not neet the
state standards if the student is enrolled in a public school; or

(b) To retake the Washi ngton assessnent of student learning up to
four tines in the content areas in which the student did not neet the
state standards if the student is enrolled in a high school conpletion
program at a community or technical coll ege. The superintendent of
public instruction and the state board for comunity and technica
colleges shall jointly identify neans by which students in these
prograns can be assessed.

(8) Students who achieve the standard in a content area of the high
school assessnent but who wish to inprove their results shall pay for
retaking the assessnment, wusing a uniform cost determned by the
superintendent of public instruction.

(9) Opportunities to retake the assessnent at |east twice a year
shall be available to each school district.

(10)(a) The office of the superintendent of public instruction
shal | develop options for i npl enenting objective alternative
assessnents, which may include an appeal s process for students' scores,
for students to denonstrate achievenent of +the state academc
standards. The objective alternative assessnents shall be conparable
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inrigor to the skills and know edge that the student nust denonstrate
on the Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning and be objective in
its determ nation of student achievenent of the state standards.
Before any objective alternative assessnents in addition to those
aut hori zed in RCW 28A. 655. 065 or (b) of this subsection are used by a
student to denonstrate that the student has nmet the state standards in
a content area required to obtain a certificate, the | egislature shal
formally approve the use of any objective alternative assessnents
t hrough the omibus appropriations act or by statute or concurrent
resol ution.

(b)(i) A student's score on the mathematics, reading or English, or
witing portion of the scholastic assessnent test (SAT) or the Anerican
coll ege test (ACT) may be used as an objective alternative assessnent
under this section for denonstrating that a student has net or exceeded
the state standards for the certificate of academ c achievenent. The
state board of education shall identify the scores students nust
achieve on the relevant portion of the SAT or ACT to neet or exceed the
state standard in the relevant content area on the Washington
assessnent of student | earning. The state board of education shall
identify the first scores by Decenber 1, 2007. After the first scores
are established, the state board may increase but not decrease the
scores required for students to neet or exceed the state standards.

(i) Until August 31, 2008, a student's score on the mathematics
portion of the prelimnary scholastic assessnent test (PSAT) may be
used as an objective alternative assessnent under this section for
denmonstrating that a student has nmet or exceeded the state standard for
the certificate of academ c achievenent. The state board of education
shall identify the score students nust achieve on the mathematics
portion of the PSAT to neet or exceed the state standard in that
content area on the Washi ngton assessnent of student | earning.

(iii1) A student who scores at |least a three on the grading scale of
one to five for selected ((advanrce—placenrent)) AP exam nations may use
the score as an objective alternative assessnent under this section for
denonstrating that a student has net or exceeded state standards for
the certificate of academ c achievenent. A score of three on the
((advance—placerent)) AP examnations in calculus or statistics may be
used as an alternative assessnent for the mathematics portion of the
Washi ngton assessnent of student | earning. A score of three on the
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((advance—placenent)) AP examnations in English [|anguage and

conposition may be used as an alternative assessnent for the witing
portion of the Washi ngton assessnent of student |earning. A score of
three on the ((advarce—placenrent)) AP examnations in English
literature and conposition, nmacroeconom cs, m croeconon cs, psychol ogy,
United States history, world history, United States governnent and
politics, or conparative governnent and politics my be used as an
alternative assessnment for the reading portion of the Washington
assessnent of student | earning.

(11) By Decenber 15, 2004, the house of representatives and senate
education commttees shall obtain information and conclusions from
recogni zed, independent, national assessnent experts regarding the
validity and reliability of the high school Washington assessnent of
student | earning for making individual student high school graduation
determ nati ons.

(12) To help assure continued progress in academ c achi evenent as
a foundation for high school graduation and to assure that students are
on track for high school graduation, each school district shall prepare
pl ans for and notify students and their parents or |egal guardians as
provided in this subsection (12).

(a) Student learning plans are required for eighth through twelfth
grade students who were not successful on any or all of the content
areas of the Washington assessnent for student |earning during the
previ ous school year or who nmay not be on track to graduate due to
credit deficiencies or absences. The parent or legal guardian shall be
notified about the infornmation in the student |learning plan, preferably
through a parent conference and at least annually. To the extent
feasible, schools serving English | anguage | earner students and their
parents shall translate the plan into the primary |anguage of the
famly. The plan shall include the followng information as
appl i cabl e:

(i) The student's results on the WAshi ngton assessnent of student
| ear ni nq;

(i1) If the student is in the transitional bilingual program the
score on his or her Washi ngton | anguage proficiency test 11;

(iii1) Any credit deficiencies;

(iv) The student's attendance rates over the previous two years;
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(v) The student's progress toward neeting state and | ocal
gr aduati on requirenents;

(vi) The courses, conpetencies, and ot her steps needed to be taken
by the student to neet state academ c standards and stay on track for

phan—rede—as—necessary) ) |

(vii) Renediation strategies and alternative education options
available to students, including informng students of the option to
continue to receive instructional services after grade twelve or until
the age of twenty-one;

(viii) The alternative assessnent options available to students
under this section and RCW 28A. 655. 065;

(ix) School district progranms, high school courses, and career and
techni cal education options available for students to neet graduation
requi renents; and

(x) Available prograns offered through skill centers or comunity
and technical colleges.

(b) Al fifth grade students who were not successful in one or nore
of the content areas of the fourth grade Wshi ngton assessnent of
student | earning shall have a student [|earning plan.

(1) The parent or guardian of the student shall be notified,
preferably through a parent conference, of the student's results on the
Washi ngt on assessnent of student |earning, actions the school intends
to take to inprove the student's skills in any content area in which
the student was unsuccessful, and provide strategies to help them
inprove their student's skills.

(1i) Progress made on the student plan shall be reported to the
student's parents or guardian at |east annually and adjustnents to the
pl an nmade as necessary.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 320
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The extended |earning opportunities program is created for
eligible eleventh and twelfth grade students who are not on track to
meet |ocal or state graduation requirenments as well as eighth grade
students who nmay not be on track to neet the standard on the Washi ngton
assessnent of student |earning or need additional assistance in order
to have the opportunity for a successful entry into high school. The
program shall provide early notification of graduation status and
information on education opportunities including preapprenticeship
prograns that are avail abl e.

(2) Under the extended |earning opportunities program districts
shall nmake available to students in grade twelve who have failed to
meet one or nore |ocal or state graduation requirenments the option of
continuing enrollnment in the school district in accordance with RCW
28A. 225.160. Districts are authorized to use basic education program
funding to provide instruction to eligible students wunder RCW
28A. 150. 220( 3) .

(3) Under the extended | earning program instructional services for
el igible students can occur during the regular school day, evenings, on
weekends, or at a tinme and |ocation deened appropriate by the schoo
district, including the educational service district, in order to neet

the needs of these students. I nstructional services provided under
this section do not include services offered at private schools.
I nstructional services can include, but are not |imted to, the
fol | ow ng:

(a) Individual or small group instruction;

(b) Instruction in English |anguage arts and/or nathematics that
eligible students need to pass all or part of the WAshi ngton assessnent
of student | earning;

(c) Attendance in a public high school or public alternative schoo
cl asses or at a skill center;

(d) I'nclusion in renediation prograns, including summer school;

(e) Language devel opnent instruction for English | anguage | earners;

(f) Online curriculumand instructional support, including prograns
for credit retrieval and Wshington assessnent of student |earning
preparatory classes; and
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(g) Reading inprovenment specialists available at the educationa
service districts to serve eighth, eleventh, and twelfth grade
educators through professional developnent in accordance with RCW

28A. 415. 350. The reading inprovenent specialist my also provide
direct services to eligible students and those students electing to
continue a fifth year in a high school programwho are still struggling

with basic reading skills.

Sec. 4. RCW28A. 165.035 and 2004 ¢ 20 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

Use of best practices magnifies the opportunities for student
success. The followng are services and activities that may be
supported by the | earning assi stance program

(1) Extended learning time opportunities occurring:

(a) Before or after the regular school day;

(b) On Saturday; and

(c) Beyond the regular school year;

(2) Services under section 3 of this act;

(3) Professional devel opnent for certificated and classified staff
t hat focuses on:

(a) The needs of a diverse student popul ation;

(b) Specific literacy and nathematics content and instructiona
strategies; and

(c) The use of student work to guide effective instruction;

((63))) (4) Consultant teachers to assist in inplenenting effective
instructional practices by teachers serving participating students;

((4)Y)) (5) Tutoring support for participating students; and

((65))) (6) OQutreach activities and support for parents of
participating students.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. If funding is appropriated for this purpose,
the office of the superintendent of public instruction shall explore
online curriculum support in |anguages other than English that are
currently avail abl e. By Decenber 1, 2008, the office of the
superintendent of public instruction shall report to the appropriate
commttees of the |legislature recommendations for other online support
in other |anguages that would nost appropriately assist Washington's
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Engl i sh | anguage | earners. Included in the recommendations shall be
the actions that would need to be taken to access the recommended
online support and the cost.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 655
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) If funding is appropriated for this purpose, school districts
shall provide all tenth graders enrolled in the district the option of
taking the PSAT at no cost to the student.

(2) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
enter into an agreenent with the firm that adm nisters the PSAT to
reinburse the firmfor the testing fees of students who take the test.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. (1) The legislature intends to build on the
| essons |l earned in the Lorrai ne Wj ahn dysl exia pilot readi ng program
whi ch the |l egislature has funded since 2005.

(2) By Septenmber 15, 2008, each of the grant recipients shall
report to the office of the superintendent of public instruction on the
| essons |l earned in the pilot programregardi ng effective assessnent and
intervention prograns to help students with dyslexia or characteristics
of dyslexia, best practices for professional developnent, and
strategies to build capacity and sustainability anong teaching staff.

(3) By Decenmber 31, 2008, the office of the superintendent of

public instruction shall aggregate the reports from the grant
reci pients and provide a report and reconmendati ons to the appropriate
commttees of the legislature. The recomendations shall include how

the lessons |learned through the pilot program are best shared wth
school districts and how the best practices can be inplenented
st at ew de.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8 (1) The legislature finds that educators are
faced with the conplex responsibility of educating an increasing
popul ati on of English |anguage |earners who speak a w de variety of
| anguages and dialects and may cone with varying levels of fornal
school i ng, students who cone from | owincome househol ds, and students
who have l|earning disabilities. These educators struggle to provide
meani ngful instruction that hel ps students neet high content standards
whil e overcom ng their challenges. The 2007 |egislature directed the
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pr of essi onal educator standards board to begin the process of adopting
new certification requirenents and revising the higher education
t eacher preparation programrequirenents. Additionally, the office of
t he superintendent of public instruction was directed to contract with
t he northwest regional educational |aboratory to review and report on
the ongoing English as a second |anguage pilot projects and best
practices related to helping students who are English |anguage
learners. It is therefore the intent of the legislature to build upon
the work started in 2007 by requiring that the professional educator
standards board consider the findings of the northwest regional
educational |aboratory and incorporate into its ongoing work a revi ew
of how to revise the current certification requirenents and teacher
preparation prograns in order to better serve the needs of English
| anguage | earners.

(2) The professional educator standards board shall convene a work
group to develop recommendations for increasing teacher know edge,
skills, and conpetencies to address the needs of English |anguage
| ear ner students. The work group shall include representatives from
t he Washi ngton associ ation of colleges for teacher education, schoo
districts with significant populations of English |anguage |earner
students who speak a single | anguage, school districts with significant
popul ati ons of English |anguage |earner students who speak multiple
| anguages, classroomteachers, English as a second | anguage teachers,
bi i ngual education teachers, principals, the mgrant and bilingual
education office in the office of the superintendent of public
instruction, and the higher education coordinating board. I n maki ng
its selections, the professional educator standards board nust i nclude
menbers from diverse cultural backgrounds and strive to pronote
geogr aphi ¢ bal ance. The professional educator standards board shal
invite participation by the northwest regional educational |aboratory.

(3) The work group shall identify gaps and weaknesses in the
current knowl edge and skills standards for teacher preparation and
teacher conpetencies regarding understanding how students acquire
| anguage, how to teach academic content in English to non-English
speakers, and how to denonstrate cultural conpetence. The work group
shall look to the English as a second | anguage denonstrati on projects
under RCW 28A. 630. 058 and t he acconpanyi ng research and eval uati on by
t he northwest regional educational |aboratory.
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(4) The work group shall submt a report by Decenmber 1, 2008, to
t he governor and the educati on and hi gher education commttees of the
| egislature with findings and recommendations to inprove the teacher
preparati on know edge and skills standards and teacher conpetencies in
the areas identified wunder subsection (2) of this section.
Recommendations shall also include what professional devel opnent
program conponents are nost effective for existing educators of English
| anguage | ear ners.

Sec. 9. RCW 28B.118.010 and 2007 c 405 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The hi gher education coordi nati ng board shall design the Washi ngton
col | ege bound schol arship programin accordance with this section.

(1) "Eligible students" are those students who qualify for free or
reduced- price | unches. If a student qualifies in the seventh grade,
the student remains eligible even if the student does not receive free
or reduced-price lunches thereafter.

(2) Eligible students shall be notified of their eligibility for
t he Washi ngton coll ege bound schol arship program beginning in their
seventh grade year. Students shall also be notified of the
requi renents for award of the schol arship.

(3) To be eligible for a Washington col |l ege bound schol arship, a
student nust sign a pledge during seventh or eighth grade that includes
a conmmtnent to graduate from high school with at | east a C average and
with no felony convictions. Students who were in the eighth grade
during the 2007-08 school year may sign the pledge during the 2008-09
school year. The pledge nust be wi tnessed by a parent or guardian and

forwarded to the higher education coordinating board by mil or
el ectronically, as indicated on the pledge form
(4)(a) Schol arships shall be awarded to eligible students

graduating from public high schools, approved private high schools
under chapter 28A 195 RCW or who received hone-based instruction under
chapter 28A. 200 RCW

(b) To receive the Washi ngton col |l ege bound schol arshi p, a student
nmust graduate with at least a "C' average froma public high school or
an approved private high school under chapter 28A 195 RCWin Washi ngton
or have recei ved hone-based instruction under chapter 28A 200 RCW nust
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have no felony convictions, and nust be a resident student as defined
in RCW28B. 15.012(2) (a) through (d).

(5 A student's famly incone will be assessed upon graduation
bef ore awardi ng the schol arshi p.

(6) If at graduation from high school the student's famly inconme
does not exceed sixty-five percent of the state nedian famly incone,
schol arship award anmounts shall be as provided in this section

(a) For students attending two or four-year institutions of higher
education as defined in RCW28B. 10. 016, the value of the award shall be
(1) the difference between the student's tuition and required fees
less the value of any state-funded grant, scholarship, or waiver
assistance the student receives; (ii) plus five hundred dollars for
books and materi al s.

(b) For students attending private four-year institutions of higher
education in Washington, the award anmount shall be the representative
average of awards granted to students in public research universities
i n Washi ngt on.

(c) For students attending private vocational schools in
Washi ngton, the award anount shall be the representative average of
awards granted to students in public community and technical coll eges
i n Washi ngt on.

(7) Recipients may receive no nore than four full-tine years' worth
of schol arshi p awar ds.

(8) Institutions of higher education shall award the student all
need- based and nerit-based financial aid for which the student would
ot herwi se qualify. The Washington college bound scholarship is
intended to replace unnet need, |oans, and, at the student's option
wor k- study award before any other grants or schol arshi ps are reduced.

(9) The first schol arships shall be awarded to students graduating
in 2012.

(10) The state of Washington retains |egal ownership of tuition
units awarded as schol arships under this chapter until the tuition
units are redeened. These tuition units shall remain separately held
fromany tuition units owned under chapter 28B.95 RCW by a Washi ngt on
col | ege bound schol arshi p recipient.

(11) The scholarship award nust be used wthin five years of
recei pt. Any unused scholarship tuition units revert to the Washi ngton
col | ege bound schol arshi p account.
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(12) Should the recipient termnate his or her enrollnment for any
reason during the academ c year, the unused portion of the scholarship
tuition units shall revert to the Washi ngton col | ege bound schol arshi p
account .

Sec. 10. RCW 28A.165.055 and 2005 ¢ 489 s 1 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Each school district with an approved programis eligible for
state funds provided for the |earning assistance program The funds
shal | be appropriated for the | earning assistance programin accordance
with the biennial appropriations act. The distribution fornmula is for
school district allocation purposes only. The distribution fornula
shal | be based on one or nore famly incone factors neasuring econonic
need.

(2) In addition to the funds allocated to eligible school districts
on the basis of famly inconme factors, enhanced funds shall be
allocated for school districts where nobre than twenty percent of
students are eligible for and enrolled in the transitional bilingua
instruction program under chapter 28A 180 RCW as provided in this
subsecti on. The enhanced funding provided in this subsection shall
take effect beginning in the 2008-09 school year.

(a) If, in the prior school year, a district's percent of October
headcount student enrollnent in grades kindergarten through twelve who
are enrolled in the transitional bilingual instruction program based
on an average of the program headcount taken in October and My,
exceeds twenty percent, twenty percent shall be subtracted from the
district's per cent transitional bi I'i nqual instruction program
enrollment and the resulting percent shall be nultiplied by the
district's kindergarten through twelve annual average full-tinme
equi valent enrollnent for the prior school year.

(b) The nunber calculated under (a) of this subsection shall be the
nunber of additional funded students for purposes of this subsection,
to be multiplied by the per-funded student allocation rates specified
in the omi bus appropriations act.

(c) School districts are only eligible for the enhanced funds under
this subsection if their percentage of October headcount enrollnent in
grades ki ndergarten through twelve eligible for free or reduced price
lunch exceeded forty percent in the prior school year
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 11. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 310
RCWto read as foll ows:

Educational service districts shall devel op and provide a program
of outreach to community-based prograns and organi zations within the
district that are serving non-English speaking segnents of the
popul ation as well as those prograns that target subgroups of students
that may be struggling academ cally, including to the extent possible,
African- Anerican, Native Anmerican, Asian, Pacific |slander, Hi spanic,
| ow i ncone, and special education. Educational service districts shall
consult and coordinate with the governor's mnority conmm ssions and the
governor's office of Indian affairs in order to efficiently conduct
this outreach and are encouraged to enter into partnerships wth
representatives of the |ocal business comunities in order to devel op
a coordi nated outreach plan. The purpose of the outreach activities
shall be to inform students via the various conmunity-based prograns
and organizations of the educational opportunities avail able under
chapter . . ., Laws of 2008 (this act) and to engage them in the
process as appropriate. Qutreach shall at a mninmm include
information about the availability of dropout and credit retrieval
prograns, renediation prograns, and extended |earning opportunities,
including fifth year opportunities.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 12. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 300
RCWto read as foll ows:

Subj ect to funds appropriated for this purpose, the office of the
superintendent of public instruction shall allocate grant funds to
school districts to provide sumrer school funding for m ddle and high
schools for all students to explore career opportunities rich in math,
science, and technology using career and technical education as the
delivery nodel .

NEW SECTION. Sec. 13. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 300
RCWto read as foll ows:

Subj ect to funds appropriated for this purpose, the office of the
superintendent of public instruction shall contract with a national
organi zation to establish, maintain, and operate an endownrent for the
pronotion of geography education in WAshington state. The nati onal
organi zation nust have experience operating geography education
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endownents in other states and nust provide equal nonstate matching
funds to the state funds provided in the contract. Al funds in and
any interest earned on the endownent shall be used exclusively for
geogr aphy education prograns including, but not limted to, curriculum
mat eri al s, resource collections, and professional devel opnent
institutes for teachers and adm nistrators. The national organization
nmust have an established affiliated advisory committee in the state to
recommend | ocal projects to be funded by the endownent. The contract
shal | require that the organization report annually to the
superi ntendent on the recipients of endowent funds and the anounts and
pur poses of expenditures fromthe fund."

Correct the title.
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