N

©O© 00 N O Ol W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

5738 AM CEM S2623.5

SB 5738 - S AVD 124

By Senators Cem g, Roach, Benton, Fairley, Hargrove

ADOPTED 03/ 12/ 2007

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"Sec. 1. RCW29A 40.110 and 2006 ¢ 207 s 4 and 2006 c 206 s 6 are
each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

(1) The opening and subsequent processing of return envel opes for
any primary or election nmay begin upon receipt. The tabul ation of
absentee ballots nust not comrence until after 8:00 p.m on the day of
the primary or el ection.

(2) Al received absentee return envel opes nust be placed in secure
| ocations fromthe tinme of delivery to the county auditor until their
subsequent openi ng. After opening the return envel opes, the county
canvassi ng board shall place all of the ballots in secure storage until
((after—800—p—m—of)) the day of the primary or election. Absentee
ballots that are to be tabulated on an electronic vote tallying system
may be taken from the inner envelopes and all the normal procedura
steps may be perforned to prepare these ballots for tabul ation.

(3) Before opening a returned absentee ballot, the canvassing
board, or its designated representatives, shall exam ne the postnark,
statenent, and signature on the return envelope that contains the

security envel ope and absentee ballot. Al'l personnel assigned to
verify signatures nust receive training on statew de standards for
signature verification. Personnel shall verify that the voter's

signature on the return envelope is the sane as the signature of that
voter in the registration files of the county. Verification may be
conducted by an autonmated verification system approved by the secretary
of state. For any absentee ballot, a variation between the signature
of the voter on the return envel ope and the signature of that voter in
the registration files due to the substitution of initials or the use
of comon nicknanes is permtted so |ong as the surnane and handwiti ng
are clearly the sane.
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(4) For registered voters casting absentee ballots, the date on the
return envelope to which the voter has attested determnes the
validity, as to the tinme of voting for that absentee ballot if the
postmark is mssing or is illegible. For out-of-state voters, overseas
voters, and service voters stationed in the United States, the date on
the return envelope to which the voter has attested determ nes the
validity as to the tinme of voting for that absentee ballot.

Sec. 2. RCW 29A. 44. 090 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1109 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

has—also—voted— by absentee bakotinthat_primary of election)) If a

reqgi stered voter who was i ssued an absentee or nmil ballot requests to

vote at a polling place, the precinct election officer shall attenpt to
confirm whether the voter has already returned an absentee or nmil
bal | ot . Confirmation nmay be achieved by accessing the county voter
registration systemby electronic, telephonic, or other neans.

(1) If the precinct election officer is able to confirmthat the
voter has not already returned an absentee or mail ballot, the voter

may be issued a reqular ballot. In order to prevent nultiple voting,
the voter must be imediately credited or flagged in the voter
regi stration system as havi ng vot ed. If an absentee or nmmil ballot is

subsequently returned, the canvassing board may not count the absentee
or mail ballot.

(2) I'f the precinct election officer is unable to confirm whet her
the voter has already returned a ballot, the voter nust be issued a
provisional ballot. If the voter has already returned an absentee or
nmai |l ballot, the canvassing board may not count the provisional ballot.
|f the canvassing board counts the provisional ballot and an absentee
or mail ballot is subsequently returned, the canvassing board may not
count the absentee or nmil ballot.
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Sec. 3. RCW 29A. 60. 165 and 2006 ¢ 209 s 4 and 2006 ¢ 208 s 1 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) If the voter neglects to sign the ((eutside—envelope—-of)) oath
on an absentee or provisional ballot envelope, signs the oath wth a
mark and fails to have two witnesses attest to the signature, or signs
the ballot envelope but the signature on the envel ope does not match
the signature on the voter registration record, the auditor shall
notify the voter by first class mail ((and—advise—the—voeter)) of the
correct procedures for ((eenpletingthe—unsignredaffHdavit)) curing the
signature. |If ((t+he)) such an absentee ballot is not received within
t hree business days of the final neeting of the canvassing board, or
the voter has been notified by first class mail and has not responded
by at least three business days before the final neeting of the
canvassing board, ((t+hen)) the auditor shall attenpt to notify the
voter by tel ephone, using information in the voter registration record
( (+htormatten) ).

((+Hr—order—for—the ballottobecounted)) (2) If the voter neglects
to sign the oath on an absentee or provisional ballot envelope, or
signs the oath with a mark and fails to have two witnesses attest to
the signature, the voter nust either:

(a) Appear in person and sign the envelope no |ater than the day
before ((t+he)) certification of the primary or election; or

(b) Sign a copy of the envel ope provided by the auditor, and return
it to the auditor no |ater than the day before ((t+he)) certification of
the primary or el ection.

((

- NO aVa' asa a¥a' N N-OJ\AA N-O) a¥a'

Oficial Print - 3



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W WwWwwWwMNDNDNMDNDNMNMNDNMDDNMNDMNMNMNMNMNMDNEPEPRPPRPEPRPRPRPPRPEPRPRERPPRPRE
0O N O A W NPEFP O OOWwuNO O P WNEPEOOWOOWwNO O~ owDdNDE. o

counted)) (3) If the signature on the oath of an absentee or
provi sional ballot envel ope does not match the signature on the voter
registration record, the voter nust ((etther)):

((6))(a) Appear in person and sign a new registration form no
|ater than the day before ((the)) certification of the primary or
el ection. The updated signature provided on the new registration form
becones the signature on the voter registration record for the current
el ection and future elections; ((er

H+))) (b) Sign a copy of the affidavit provided by the auditor and

({ retyrn—+H—to—the—auditor—no—later—than—the—day—belore—the

L . Y . | on. I | ]
the—aff+davit)) provide a photocopy of a valid governnment or triba

issued identification docunent that includes the voter's current

si gnat ure. ((H)) The signatures on ((the—eoepy—of)) the affidavit
( { does—not—pateh—the—stgnatuwre—on—H-te—or—the—stgnature—on—the—copy
ef)), the identification ((decurenrt—the—veoter—rust—appear—+hA—persen
and—stgr—a—new+registrat+oen—forw) ), and the ballot envel ope nust al

mat ch. The voter nust return the signed affidavit and the
identification to the auditor no later than the day before ((t+he))
certification of the primary or election ((+pr—erder—forthe ballette
be—counted) ) . The county auditor may also send the voter a new
registration form to update the signature on the voter registration
record for future elections; or

(c) Sign a copy of the affidavit provided by the auditor in front
of two witnesses who are registered voters and who attest to the
signature. The signature on the affidavit nust match the signature on
the ballot envelope. The voter nust return the signed affidavit to the
auditor no later than the day before certification of the primary or
el ection. The county auditor my also send the voter a new
registration form to update the signature on the voter registration
record for future elections.

((b)y)) (4) If the signature on an absentee or provisional ball ot
envel ope is not the sanme as the signature on the registration ((+4e))
record because the nane is different, the ballot may be counted as | ong
as the handwiting is clearly the sane. The auditor shall send the
voter a change-of -nane form under RCW 29A. 08. 440 and direct the voter
to conplete the form (((e})) If the signature on an absentee or
provi sional ballot envelope is not the same as the signature on the
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registration ((#+-+e)) record because the voter wused initials or a
comon ni cknanme, the ballot may be counted as |ong as the surnane and
handwiting are clearly the sane.

((3))) (5) A voter may not cure a mssing or m snatched signature
for purposes of counting the ballot in a recount.

((4))) (B6) A record nust be kept of all ballots with m ssing and
m smat ched signatures. The record nust contain the date on which the
voter was contacted or the notice was mailed, as well as the date on
which the voter signed the envelope, a copy of the envelope, a new
registration form or a change-of-name form That record is a public
record under chapter 42.56 RCW and may be disclosed to interested
parties on witten request."”

SB 5738 - S AMD
By Senators Cem g, Roach, Benton, Fairley, Hargrove

ADOPTED 03/ 12/ 2007

On page 1, line 1 of the title, after "mail;" strike the remainder
of the title and insert "anending RCW 29A.44.090; and reenacting and
anendi ng RCW 29A. 40. 110 and 29A. 60. 165."
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