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HOUSE BI LL 1570

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Hudgins, Canmpbell, Wod, Chase, Mrrell, Hunt,
McCoy and Kenney

Read first tine 01/23/2007. Referred to Commttee on Select
Committee on Environnental Health.

AN ACT Rel ating to biononitoring; adding a new chapter to Title 70
RCW creating a new section; making an appropriation; and providing an
effective date.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:
NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that:

(a) There are an estimated one hundred thousand chem cals
registered for use today in the United States, wth another two

t housand added each year. Chem cals are found in many consuner
products including cosnetics, personal care products, pesticides,
cl eaning products, fuels, and plastics. Some of these chemcals

persist in the environment, accunulate and remain in the body, and have
been shown to be toxic. Because chemcals are a part of everyday world
activities, Wshington residents are exposed to multiple chemcals

every day. Young children and developing fetuses are especially
sensitive to some environnental chem cal s, which can affect
neur odevel opnent and cause behavioral and |earning problens. The

state, the federal governnment, and other nations have targeted these
persi stent, bioaccunul ative, and toxic chemcals to reduce their inpact
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on human health and the environment. Many of the chemcals that build
up in the environnent over tinme are the same chemicals that build up in
peopl e.

(b) Bionmonitoring of lead |evels in children has been used for over
thirty years to identify how children are exposed to | ead and identify

children who need envi ronnent al i ntervention and treat ment.
Bi ononitoring data was inportant in the decision to elimnate |ead
additives in gasoline. As a result of these efforts, mllions of

chil dren have avoided the risk of reduced capacity to |l earn. Expanding
bi ononitoring to focus on other inportant chemcals in vulnerable
groups can produce equally inportant public health protections.

(c) Biononitoring information provides for the direct neasurenent
of environnental chemcals in the human body regardl ess of source. It
assists in making the connection between exposure and disease or
establishing that there is no connection. Biononitoring information is
val uable for interpreting the public health significance of
environnental nonitoring data, and is key for devel oping effective ways
to prevent human di sease and death caused by exposure to environnental
chem cal s.

(d) Biononitoring data supports sound public health decisions by:
Det erm ni ng exposures of chemcals to Washington residents; assessing
ef fectiveness of public health efforts to reduce exposure and current
regul ations; setting priorities for chemcal exposure reduction
strategies; establishing trends in chem cal exposures; validating
nmodel ing and survey nethods, supporting epidem ological studies;
identifying enmergi ng environnental problens; and assisting in energency
heal th responses to unanti ci pated exposures.

(e) The federal centers for disease control and prevention have
conducted bi ononitoring studies for one hundred forty-ei ght chem cal s.
These studies have scientifically denonstrated that Anericans of all
ages and races have |evels of environnental chemicals in their bodies.

(f) The federal centers for disease control and prevention are
providing a grant to the Washi ngton departnment of health to devel op the
Washi ngton state environnmental public health tracking network, which is
designed to conpile information regarding environnental chem cals,
human exposure to environnental chemcals, and potentially related
heal th out cones. Bi omonitoring and environnental public health
tracking are conplenentary public health efforts. Bi ononitoring data
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is valuable for understanding the |links between environnenta
contam nation and human exposure and potentially related di seases, and
information from the Wshington state environmental public health
tracking network helps to correctly interpret the results of
bi ononitoring efforts

(g) In 2001, the federal centers for disease control and prevention
provided a grant to the Washington departnent of health to develop a
state biononitoring plan, however WAshington state did not receive an
i npl enentation grant for the biononitoring plan.

(2) It is therefore the purpose of this chapter to authorize a
bi ononitoring programin Washington and to identify and secure a | ong-
term funding source for inplementing priorities identified for
Washi ngt on state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Departnment” neans the departnment of health.

(2) "Biononitoring" nmeans the process by which the presence and
concentration of environnental chemcals or their netabolites are
identified within a biospecinen to assess bodily exposure.

(3) "Biospecinen® neans a sanple taken from a biophysica
substance, which is reasonably available within a human body, for use
as a nediumto neasure the presence and concentration of environnental
chem cal s.

(4) "Environnmental chem cal" neans those chem cals released into or
found in the environnent that are known to adversely affect, or
strongly suspected of adversely affecting, human health or devel opnent,
based wupon scientific, peer-reviewed animal, human, or in vitro
studies, and any substances as specified by the departnent under
section 3(4) of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The  depart nent shal | conduct
bi onmonitoring, in consultation with the departnent of ecology, |oca
health jurisdictions, and other public health agencies, to assist
public health agencies and policymakers in allocating resources to
maxi m ze inprovenents in environnmental public health by:

(a) Determining levels of exposure to environnmental chemcals in
popul ati on groups that may be at increased risk of exposure;
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(b) Measuring the prevalence of elevated |evels of environnenta
chem cals in specific popul ati on groups;

(c) Interpreting the public health significance of environnenta
noni t ori ng dat a;

(d) Assessing effectiveness of public health efforts to reduce
exposure to specific populations to environnmental chem cals; and

(e) Determning the inpact of public health efforts to reduce high
| evel s of environnental chem cals.

(2) The departnent shall adopt guidelines and nodel protocols to
guide state and |ocal agencies conducting biononitoring that are
consistent with the requirenments and priorities of this chapter. The
gui del i nes and nodel protocols shall address:

(a) Bionmonitoring analytical nethods wth adequate accuracy,
precision, sensitivity, specificity, and output;

(b) Protection of human subject rights, such as confidentiality and
vol untary and i nfornmed consent; and

(c) Practices to ensure acknow edgenent and respect of cultura
di ff erences.

(3) The departnent shall establish a franework for interpretation
and conmuni cation of biononitoring data for assessing health inpacts of
t hese data by:

(a) Providing information to participants that includes the
pur poses of bionmonitoring and the uses of biononitoring results and
dat a;

(b) Ensuring biononitoring information is provided with a clear
expl anation of the distinction between exposure data and analysis of
health effects that may occur from exposures;

(c) Providing an assessnent of inpacts associated with results of
t he bi ononitoring data;

(d) Providing information about chem cal sel ection and what is and
is not known about the chem cal; and

(e) Recommending followup steps to participants and comunities,
as appropri ate.

(4) The departnent may include environnmental chemcals in the
bi ononitoring programusing the followng criteria:

(a) Seriousness of health effects known or suspected to result from
sone | evel s of exposure;

(b) Extent of exposure to the public or specific subgroups;
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(c) Expected health risks based on peer-reviewed health data, the
chem cal structures, or the toxicology of chemcally rel ated conpounds;
and

(d) Increnental analytical cost to perform the biononitoring
anal ysis for an additional chem cal.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Sections 1 through 3 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 70 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. By Decenber 1, 2007, the departnent of
health shall, in consultation with the departnent of ecol ogy and | ocal
health jurisdictions, provide recommendati ons to the governor and the
appropriate conmmttees of the senate and house of representatives for
funding the biononitoring program The recommendati ons shall provide
a proposed inplenentation plan for the ten highest priorities
identified by the departnent of heal t h, and shall i ncl ude
recomendations for funding sources and cost sharing anong federal
state, local, and nongovernnental entities. The departnent of health's
i npl enentation recomendations shall include the objective of
integrating with and conpl enenting nati onw de nonitoring prograns.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Sections 2 and 3 of this act take effect
July 1, 2008.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. The sum of ninety thousand dollars, or as
much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 2008, from the state toxics control account to the
departnment of health for the purposes of this act.

~-- END ---
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