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H 1275. 2

HOUSE BI LL 1845

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Sinpson, Lovick, B. Sullivan, Springer and Appl eton

Read first time 01/30/2007. Referred to Cormittee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to requiring and funding driver training for al
new first-time drivers; anmendi ng RCW 46. 20. 100; reenacti ng and anendi ng
RCW 46. 63. 110; and addi ng new sections to chapter 74.08A RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 46. 20. 100 and 2002 ¢ 195 s 1 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

(1) Application. The application of a person under the age of
ei ghteen years for a driver's license or a notorcycle endorsenent nust
be signed by a parent or guardian with custody of the mnor. If the

person under the age of eighteen has no father, nother, or guardian
then the application nmust be signed by the mnor's enpl oyer.

(2) Traffic safety education requirenent. For a person ((under—the
age—of—etghteen—years)) to obtain a driver's license he or she nust
meet the traffic safety education requirenents of this subsection

(a) To neet the traffic safety education requirenent for a driver's
license the applicant nust satisfactorily conplete a traffic safety
educati on course as defined in RCW 28A. 220. 020 for a course offered by
a school district, or as defined by the departnent of licensing for a
course offered by a driver training school |icensed under chapter 46.82
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RCW  The course offered by a school district or an approved private
school nust neet the standards established by the office of the state
superi ntendent of public instruction. The course offered by a driver
trai ning school nust neet the standards established by the departnent
of licensing with the advice of the driver instructors' advisory
commttee, pursuant to RCW 46. 82. 300. The traffic safety education
course nmay be provided by:

(1) A recogni zed secondary school; or

(ii) Adriver training school |icensed under chapter 46.82 RCWt hat
is annual |y approved by the departnent of |icensing.

(b) To neet the traffic safety education requirenent for a
nmotorcycl e endorsenent, the applicant nust successfully conplete a
not orcycl e safety education course that neets the standards established
by the departnent of |icensing.

(c) The departnent may waive the traffic safety education
requirenment for a driver's license if the applicant denonstrates to the
departnent's satisfaction that:

(i) He or she was unable to take or conplete a traffic safety
educati on course;

(1i) A need exists for the applicant to operate a notor vehicle;
and

(ti1) He or she has the ability to operate a notor vehicle in such
a manner as not to jeopardize the safety of persons or property.

The departnent may adopt rules to inplenent this subsection (2)(c)
in concert with the supervisor of the traffic safety education section
of the office of the superintendent of public instruction.

(d) The departnent may waive the traffic safety education
requirenent if the applicant was licensed to drive a notor vehicle or
not orcycl e outside this state and provi des proof that he or she has had
educati on equivalent to that required under this subsection.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 74.08A RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) A driver training grant program is established wthin the
departnment for the purpose of providing grants to |owincone
individuals enrolled in a driver training education course as defined
in RCW46. 82.280(5) or a traffic safety education course as defined in
RCW 28A. 220. 020( 2) .
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(2) The departnent shall design, inplenent, and adm nister the
program subject to the conditions described in subsections (3) through
(5) of this section.

(3) The departnent shall establish a sliding scale of grant anounts
due to providers of driver training education courses and traffic
safety education courses to individuals with household incones at or
bel ow two hundred fifty percent of the federal poverty |evel, adjusted
for famly size. The departnent shall evaluate the sliding scale of
grant anmounts on a quarterly basis and nake adjustnents based on the
avai |l abl e fundi ng.

(4) The departnment shall verify the eligibility of applicants for
the grants and provide them with a grant certificate for the anount
det erm ned under subsection (3) of this section.

(5) The departnment shall reinburse the providers of driver training
education courses and traffic safety educati on courses who receive the
grant certificates fromenrollees within thirty days.

Sec. 3. RCW46.63.110 and 2005 ¢ 413 s 2, 2005 c¢ 320 s 2, and 2005
c 288 s 8 are each reenacted and anended to read as fol |l ows:

(1) A person found to have conmtted a traffic infraction shall be
assessed a nonetary penalty. No penalty nay exceed two hundred and
fifty dollars for each offense unless authorized by this chapter or
title.

(2) The nonetary penalty for a violation of (a) RCWA46.55.105(2) is
two hundred fifty dollars for each offense; (b) RCW 46.61.210(1) is
five hundred dollars for each offense. No penalty assessed under this
subsection (2) may be reduced.

(3) The suprene court shall prescribe by rule a schedule of
nmonetary penalties for designated traffic infractions. This rule shal
al so specify the conditions under which |ocal courts may exercise
di scretion in assessing fines and penalties for traffic infractions.
The legislature respectfully requests the suprene court to adjust this
schedul e every two years for inflation

(4) There shall be a penalty of twenty-five dollars for failure to
respond to a notice of traffic infraction except where the infraction
relates to parking as defined by local |aw, ordinance, regulation, or
resolution or failure to pay a nonetary penalty inposed pursuant to
this chapter. A local |egislative body may set a nonetary penalty not
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to exceed twenty-five dollars for failure to respond to a notice of

traffic infraction relating to parking as defined by local |Iaw,
ordi nance, regulation, or resolution. The l|ocal court, whether a
muni ci pal, police, or district court, shall inpose the nonetary penalty

set by the local |egislative body.

(5) Monetary penalties provided for in chapter 46. 70 RCWwhi ch are
civil in nature and penalties which may be assessed for violations of
chapter 46.44 RCWrelating to size, weight, and | oad of notor vehicles
are not subject to the [imtation on the amount of nonetary penalties
whi ch may be inposed pursuant to this chapter

(6) Whenever a nonetary penalty, fee, cost, assessnent, or other
nmonetary obligation is inposed by a court under this chapter it is
i mredi ately payable. |If the court determnes, in its discretion, that
a person is not able to pay a nonetary obligation in full, and not nore
t han one year has passed since the later of July 1, 2005, or the date
the nonetary obligation initially becane due and payable, the court
shall enter into a paynent plan with the person, unless the person has
previously been granted a paynent plan with respect to the sane
nonetary obligation, or unless the person is in nonconpliance of any
existing or prior paynent plan, in which case the court may, at its
di scretion, inplenent a paynent plan. If the court has notified the
departnment that the person has failed to pay or conply and the person
has subsequently entered into a paynent plan and nade an initial
paynent, the court shall notify the departnent that the infraction has
been adjudicated, and the departnent shall rescind any suspension of
the person's driver's license or driver's privilege based on failure to
respond to that infraction. "Paynent plan," as used in this section
means a plan that requires reasonabl e paynents based on the financi al
ability of the person to pay. The person may voluntarily pay an anmount
at any tinme in addition to the paynents required under the paynent
pl an.

(a) If a paynent required to be nmade under the paynent plan is
delinquent or the person fails to conplete a comunity restitution
program on or before the time established under the paynent plan,
unl ess the court determ nes good cause therefor and adjusts the paynent
plan or the comunity restitution plan accordingly, the court shal
notify the departnent of the person's failure to neet the conditions of
the plan, and the departnment shall suspend the person's driver's
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license or driving privilege until all nonetary obligations, including
t hose i nposed under subsections (3) and (4) of this section, have been
paid, and court authorized conmunity restitution has been conpl eted, or
until the departnent has been notified that the court has entered into
a new tine paynent or community restitution agreenent with the person.

(b) If a person has not entered into a paynent plan with the court
and has not paid the nonetary obligation in full on or before the tine
established for paynent, the court shall notify the departnment of the
del i nquency. The departnent shall suspend the person's driver's
license or driving privilege until all nonetary obligations have been
paid, including those inposed under subsections (3) and (4) of this
section, or until the person has entered into a paynent plan under this
section.

(c) If the paynent plan is to be admnistered by the court, the
court may assess the person a reasonable admnistrative fee to be
wholly retained by the city or county wth jurisdiction. The
admnistrative fee shall not exceed ten dollars per infraction or
twenty-five dollars per paynment plan, whichever is |ess.

(d) Nothing in this section precludes a court fromcontracting with
outside entities to adm nister its paynent plan system \When outside
entities are used for the admnistration of a paynent plan, the court
may assess the person a reasonable fee for such admnistrative
services, which fee may be calculated on a periodic, percentage, or
ot her basi s.

(e) If a court authorized conmmunity restitution program for
offenders is available in the jurisdiction, the court may allow
conversion of all or part of the nonetary obligations due under this
section to court authorized comunity restitution in lieu of tine
paynments if the person is unable to nmake reasonable tinme paynents.

(7) In addition to any other penalties inposed under this section
and not subject to the limtation of subsection (1) of this section, a
person found to have conmtted a traffic infraction shall be assessed
a fee of five dollars per infraction. Under no circunstances shall
this fee be reduced or waived. Revenue from this fee shall be
forwarded to the state treasurer for deposit in the enmergency nedica
services and trauma care systemtrust account under RCW 70. 168. 040.

(8)(a) In addition to any other penalties inposed under this
section and not subject to the |imtation of subsection (1) of this
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section, a person found to have commtted a traffic infraction other
t han of RCW 46.61.527 shall be assessed an additional penalty of twenty
dollars. The court may not reduce, waive, or suspend the additiona
penalty unless the court finds the offender to be indigent. If a court
aut hori zed community restitution programfor offenders is available in
the jurisdiction, the court shall allow offenders to offset all or a
part of the penalty due under this subsection (8) by participation in
the court authorized community restitution program

(b) Eight dollars and fifty cents of the additional penalty under
(a) of this subsection shall be remtted to the state treasurer. The
remai ning revenue from the additional penalty nust be remtted under
chapters 2.08, 3.46, 3.50, 3.62, 10.82, and 35.20 RCW Mbney remtted
under this subsection to the state treasurer nust be deposited as
provided in RCW43.08.250. The bal ance of the revenue received by the
county or city treasurer under this subsection nust be deposited into
the county or city current expense fund. Mneys retained by the city
or county under this subsection shall constitute reinbursenent for any
[iabilities under RCW 43. 135. 060.

(9) If a legal proceeding, such as garnishment, has comenced to
coll ect any delinquent amount owed by the person for any penalty
inposed by the court wunder this section, the court nmay, at its
di scretion, enter into a paynent plan.

(10) The nonetary penalty for violating RCW46.37.395 is: (a) Two
hundred fifty dollars for the first violation; (b) five hundred dollars
for the second violation; and (c) seven hundred fifty dollars for each
violation thereafter.

(11) In addition to any other penalties inposed under this section
and not subject to the limtation of subsection (1) of this section, a
person found to have conmitted a traffic infraction shall be assessed
a fee of five dollars per infraction. This fee may not be reduced or
wai ved. Revenue from this fee shall be forwarded to the state
treasurer for deposit in the driver training trust account created in
section 4 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 74.08A RCW
to read as foll ows:

The driver training trust account is created in the custody of the
state treasurer. All  receipts from the fee inposed under RCW
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46. 63.110(11) nust be deposited into the account. Expendi tures from
t he account may be used only for offsetting the cost of driver training

prograns for |owincome individuals. Only the director of the
departnent of social and health services or the director's designee may
aut hori ze expenditures from the account. The account is subject to

al l ot rent procedures under chapter 43.88 RCW but an appropriation is
not required for expenditures.

~-- END ---
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