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HOUSE BI LL 1946

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Wod, Canpbell, Hudgi ns and O nsby

Read first tine 02/01/2007. Referred to Commttee on Select
Committee on Environnental Health.

AN ACT Relating to a pesticide use reporting system to protect
human heal th and the environnent; adding a new chapter to Title 15 RCW
and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that pesticide use
reporting is crucial for the protection of human health and safety and
to protect Washington's water and environnment. The |legislature further
finds that the developnent of a conprehensive, reliable, and cost-
effective system for collecting and organizing information on all
categories of pesticide use in Washington allows people to obtain
information with a single contact regardi ng what pesticide was used,
where it was used, and under what conditions it was used. Thi s
information is valuable when used for conducting detailed studies of
human exposure to pesticides, environnental nonitoring, and the
relationship to human heal t h.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.
(1) "Departnment” nmeans the departnment of agriculture.
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(2) "Pesticide" has the sanme neaning as defined in RCW 70. 104. 020.

(3) "Pesticide wuser"™ mneans any person who uses or applies a
pesticide in the course of business or any other for-profit enterprise,
or for a governnental entity, or in a location that is intended for
public use or access.

(4) "Retail pesticide user"” nmeans a person who sells, offers for
sal e, handles, displays, or distributes any pesticide but who is not
i censed under RCW 15. 58. 180.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The departnent shall establish and inpl enent
a pesticide use reporting system |In establishing and inplenenting the
system the departnment shall:

(1) Design, develop, and inplenent the systemin order to collect,
eval uate, summarize, retain, and report information on the use of
pesticides in each nmajor category of wuse in Wshington, including
agriculture, forestry, industrial, urban comrercial, and urban
homeowner uses;

(2) Collect the best data practicable at | east once per year from
each maj or category of pesticide use in a manner that reduces paperwork
and reporting costs;

(3) Require all pesticide users to report basic information on
their use of pesticides that includes:

(a) The location of use. For pesticide use within an urban area,
as defined by the departnent by rule, the pesticide user shall report
the location of use by identifying the five-digit zip code for the
| ocati on. For pesticide use that is not within the urban area, the
pesticide user shall report the location of use by identifying the
five-digit zip code for the location or by use of other identification
as defined by the departnent by rule;

(b) The name and United States environnmental protection agency
regi stration nunber for the pesticide product used;

(c) The quantity of pesticide product applied;

(d) The purpose of and type of site of the application; and

(e) The nonth of the application;

(4) Develop a nechanism to ensure the accuracy, reliability, and
validity of the database by providing for an i ndependent review of the
pesticide use data and col |l ecti on procedures by data quality assurance
speci alists; and
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(5) Develop a specific mechanismto identify household and other
urban uses of pesticides. If this nmechanisminvolves sales reporting
by retail pesticide dealers, the departnent shall develop a m ni num
monthly sales quantity below which the retail pesticide dealer is
exenpt fromreporting.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. In carrying out its responsibilities under
this chapter, the departnent shall seek technical assistance as
appropriate fromat |east the following entities:

(1) The conm ssion on pesticide registration;

(2) The departnent of ecol ogy;

(3) The departnent of fish and wldlife;

(4) The departnent of general adm nistration;

(5) The departnent of health;

(6) The departnent of |abor and industries; and

(7) The departnment of natural resources.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. (1) In inplenenting the pesticide use

reporting system the departnment shall publish an annual report
summari zing the pesticide use data reported to the departnent under
section 3 of this act. The report shall include:

(a) An analysis of trends in pesticide use;

(b) An assessnent of the accuracy of the pesticide use reporting
data; and

(c) Pesticide use information summarized by zip code or other
identification nmethod as described in section 3(3)(a) of this act.

(2) The departnent shall adopt rules relating to the rel ease of
pesticide use information. The rules nust ensure that the identity of
the owner or |essee of a specific property where a pesticide has been
applied remains confidential, except where the release of the
information is otherw se authorized by | aw.

(3) The departnent shall adopt rules regarding the transmttal of
information required under RCW 17.21.100(1), and any additional
information required, for inclusion into the pesticide use reporting
system

(4) The departnment shall adopt rules inposing civil penalties for
failure to transmt information as required by subsection (3) of this
section.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Sections 1 through 5 of this act constitute

a new chapter
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in Title 15 RCW
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