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HOUSE BI LL 2252

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Representatives Pettigrew, Hal er, WAl sh, Hi nkl e, Di cker son,
Roberts, Kenney and O nsby

Read first tinme 02/ 14/2007. Referred to Commttee on Early Learning
& Children's Services.

AN ACT Rel ating to permanency and postadoption services; adding a
new section to chapter 74.13 RCW creating a new section; and providing
an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the inpact of
children's histories of abuse and negl ect and aspects of their foster
care experiences significantly inpact the postpermanency needs of
adopted children. The nunber of children being adopted fromthe foster
care system has increased over the |ast decade. Pol i cy changes al so
have resulted in an increased nunber of children who are eligible for
adopti on but who have not yet been adopted. The legislature also finds
that adoption disruption occurs at a rate of approxinately ten to
si xteen percent of adoptions. Ri sk of adoptions being termnated is
greatest within the first years of the adoption and for adoptions

involving older children. Risk factors associated wth adoption
di sruption and term nation include a variety of child-related factors
and parent-related factors. The legislature intends to establish a

pil ot program of well-coordinated and conprehensive postadoption and
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post per manency services to children and famlies in order to reduce
adoption disruptions and termnations and to increase the nunber of
potential adoptive famlies.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Subject to the availability of amunts appropriated for this
specific purpose, the departnent of social and health services shal
establish a postadoption services pilot programto provide comunity-
based and coordi nat ed postadoption supports. The pilot program shal
be designed to gather data regarding the effectiveness of the
coordination and delivery of services in achieving the intent of this
act .

(2) The depart nment shal | contract W th comuni ty- based
organi zations in two or nore pilot sites in the state to deliver a
conbi nation of intensive and |less intensive services to children who
have been adopted out of the foster care system and their adoptive
famlies. Intensive services include, but are not limted to: Child
assessnment and assi stance with behavi or managenent; advocacy and case
managenent; parent-to-parent nentoring and support; planned respite;
recreational enrichnment; problem solving; and crisis response. Less
i ntensive services include, but are not limted to: Parent education
cl asses; and information and referral.

(3) Services to be coordinated through each pilot site include
interventions and supports to prevent disruption of adoptive
pl acenents, inprove parent-child relationships, and strengthen famly
functioning, including but not limted to the foll ow ng:

(a) Mental health services, such as appropriate periodic
assessnments and review of previous diagnoses, and appropriate
t herapeutic interventions and skills for children and caregivers;

(b) Support services, such as support groups, famly resource
speci alists, and planned respite care.

(4) By January 2, 2008, the departnent shall ©provide the
| egislature with a progress report on inplenentation, including the
| ocation of pilot sites. Annual |y, through January 2011, the
departnment shall brief the legislature on the operation of the pilot
program including the data regarding the effectiveness of the
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coordi nation and delivery of services in reducing adoption disruptions
and termnations and increasing the nunber of potential adoptive
famlies.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act expires January 1, 2012.

~-- END ---
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