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H 2249.1

HOUSE BI LL 2322

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Hal er and Appl eton

Read first tinme 02/20/2007. Referred to Commttee on Early Learning
& Children's Services.

AN ACT Relating to increasing access to full-day kindergarten
prograns; adding a new section to chapter 43.215 RCW and creating a
new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 43.215 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Subject to the availability of amounts appropriated for this
specific purpose, the departnment of early learning shall establish a
program for community kindergarten grants for the purpose of increasing
access to full-day kindergarten for nore children statew de. Beginning
with the 2007-08 school year, agencies |icensed under this chapter may
apply to the departnent of early learning for grant funding to operate
full -day kindergarten prograns in comunities where full-day
ki ndergarten is not available to all children through their resident
schools. An agency that receives funding under this section nust agree
to and abide by the follow ng conditions:

(1) Providing at |east a one thousand-hour instructional program

(2) Establishing a learning environnment that is developnentally
appropriate and pronotes creativity;
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(3) Denobnstrating strong connections and comruni cation with other
early learning providers;

(4) Participating in kindergarten readiness activities with early
| earni ng providers, parents, and | ocal public schools;

(5) Providing experiences in science, social studies, arts, health
and physical education, and a | anguage ot her than English; and

(6) Providing a curriculum that offers a rich, varied set of
experiences that assist students in:

(a) Developing initial skills in the academ c areas of reading,
mat hemati cs, and witing;

(b) Developing a variety of comunication skills;

(c) Acquiring large and small notor skills; and

(d) Acquiring social and enotional skills, including successful
participation in learning activities as an individual and as part of a

group.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. |If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 2007, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
voi d.

~-- END ---
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