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HOUSE BI LL 2475

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Cody, Mirrell, and G een

Prefiled 12/20/07. Read first tinme 01/14/08. Referred to Commttee
on Health Care & Wl | ness.

AN ACT Relating to the practice of health care assistants; anendi ng
RCW 18. 135. 010, 18.135.020, and 18.135.065; and adding a new section to
chapter 18.135 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW18.135.010 and 1984 c 281 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

It is in the public interest that limted authority to: (1)
Adm ni ster skin tests and subcutaneous, intradermal, intramuscular, and
intravenous injections ((ard—te)); (2) perform mnor invasive
procedures to withdraw blood in this state; and (3) adm ni ster vaccines
and i mmuni zations in accordance with section 4 of this act be granted
to health care assistants who are not so authorized under existing
licensing statutes, subject to such regulations as wll ((assure))
ensure the protection of the health and safety of the patient.

Sec. 2. RCW 18. 135. 020 and 2001 ¢ 22 s 2 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

((As—used—+nthis—-ehapter-)) The definitions in this section apply

t hr oughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.
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(1) "Secretary” neans the secretary of health.

(2) "Health care assistant” nmeans an unlicensed person who assists
a licensed health care practitioner in providing health care to
patients pursuant to this chapter. However persons trained by a
federally approved end-stage renal disease facility who perform end-
stage renal dialysis in the hone setting are exenpt fromcertification
under this chapter

(3) "Health care practitioner” neans:

(a) A physician |icensed under chapter 18.71 RCW

(b) An osteopathic physician or surgeon |icensed under chapter
18. 57 RCW or

(c) Acting within the scope of their respective licensure, a
podi atric physician and surgeon licensed under chapter 18.22 RCW a
regi stered nurse or advanced registered nurse practitioner |icensed
under chapter 18.79 RCW ((e+)) a naturopath |icensed under chapter
18. 36A RCW _a physician assistant licensed under chapter 18.71A RCWN or
an osteopathic physician's assistant |icensed under chapter 18.57A RCW

(4) "Supervision" neans supervision of procedures permtted
pursuant to this chapter by a health care practitioner who 1is
physically present and is imedi ately available in the facility during
the adm nistration of injections, vaccines, or immnizations as defined
in this chapter, but need not be present during procedures to wthdraw
bl ood.

(5 "Health care facility" neans any hospital, hospice care center,
licensed or certified health <care facility, health maintenance
organi zation regulated under chapter 48.46 RCW federally qualified
heal th mai ntenance organi zation, renal dialysis center or facility
federally approved under 42 C F.R 405.2100, blood bank federally
licensed under 21 C.F.R 607, or clinical |aboratory certified under 20
C.F. R 405.1301-16.

(6) "Delegation" nmeans direct authorization granted by a |icensed
health care practitioner to a health care assistant to perform the
functions authorized in this chapter which fall within the scope of
practice of the delegator and which are not wthin the scope of
practice of the del egat ee.

Sec. 3. RCW18.135.065 and 1991 ¢ 3 s 276 are each amended to read
as foll ows:
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(1) Each delegator, as defined under RCW 18.135.020(6), shal
maintain a list of: (a) Specific nedications, diagnostic agents, and
the route of admi nistration of each that he or she has authorized for
injection; _and (b) the vaccines and inmunizations that he or she has
aut horized for admnistration. Both the del egator and del egat ee shal
sign the above list, indicating the date of each signature. The signed
list shall be forwarded to the secretary of the departnent of health
and shall be available for review

(2) Delegatees are prohibited from adm nistering any controlled
substance as defined in RCW 69.50.101(d), any experinental drug, and
any cancer chenot herapy agent unless a del egator is physically present
in the i medi ate area where the drug is adm nistered.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 18.135 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The adm nistration of vaccines and i mmuni zati ons by a health care
assistant is restricted to the followng types of vaccines and
I mruni zat i ons:

(1) A vaccine or imunization that is admnistered by injection and
that has been approved by the United States food and drug
adm ni stration; or

(2) A vaccine or imunization that is admnistered orally or
topi cal ly, i ncluding nasal adm ni stration, and that has Dbeen
recomended by the advisory commttee on i muni zati on practices.

~-- END ---
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