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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2773

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Education (originally sponsored by Representatives Barl ow,
Hai gh, Seaquist, OBrien, MCoy, Onsby, Hasegawa, Schual -Berke,
Moel | er, Warni ck, Roberts, Mrrell, and Kenney)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 05/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to instructional support services; adding a new
section to chapter 28A. 150 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that there has
been nmuch focus and attention on the inportance of teachers in
providing quality instruction to inprove student achi evenent. However,
there has not been sufficient focus and attention on the equal
i nportance of instructional support services and the staff such as
counselors and librarians who provide them

(2) Instructional support services enable students to maxim ze the
benefits of a high quality teacher

(a) Most people now recogni ze that a K-12 education is a beginning,
not an end to a student's educational path. There has been increased
| egislative attention in recent years to the inportance of helping
students explore, plan, and prepare for their future. School
counsel ors play a critical support role in preparing students for the
transitions of high school and beyond and in hel ping students take full
advant age of K-12 | earning opportunities and experiences.
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(b) Today's teachers cannot rely sinply on a book and a | esson pl an

to provide quality instruction. Mul tiple sources of information,
i ncluding nmultinedia, video, and the internet, are brought into play.
Students, in turn, must use nore sophisticated nedia research and
analysis skills than ever before to be successful in an information-
rich society. The research, nedia, and information expertise of
teacher librarians is increasingly critical to support classroom

i nstruction.

(3) The legislature acknow edges that the basic education finance
joint task force will be devel opi ng recomendati ons regardi ng fundi ng
and funding fornmulas for core instruction and critical instructiona
support services. However, there is a sense of urgency in the need for
additional instructional support services that cannot wait for full
i npl enentation of the task force recomendations. Therefore, the
| egislature intends to inplenent a short-termrenedy so that critica
i nstructional support services can be increased and inproved.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 150
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) Subject to funds appropriated for this purpose, the office of
t he superintendent of public instruction shall allocate funds to school
districts on the basis of each one thousand average annual full-tine
equi valent enrollnments for an additional forty-eight one-hundredths
certificated instructional staff units in grades six through twelve.
Any funds allocated for the additional certificated units provided in
this section shall be used to increase instructional support services
provi ded by certificated school counselors and librarians and shall not
be consi dered basic education funding.

(2) The legislature assunmes that funds provided under this section
are sufficient for school districts to provide an additional one-half
full-time equival ent counselor or librarian for an average-sized high
school, prorated based on the size of the high school for smaller and
| arger school s. An average-sized high school is assuned to be six
hundred students. However, school districts my allocate funds
provided under this section for instructional support services by
certificated school counselors and librarians in any school, at any
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1 grade level, and in any staffing configuration.

~-- END ---
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