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H 4327.1

HOUSE BI LL 2910

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Ocutt, Blake, Kretz, MCune, and VanDeWege

Read first tinme 01/17/08. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture &
Nat ural Resources.

AN ACT Relating to studying the state's specialized forest
products; creating a new section; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1)(a) A legislative task force on
speci ali zed forest products is established, with nenbers as provided in
t his subsecti on.

(i) The speaker of the house of representatives shall appoint one
menber from each of the two [largest caucuses of the house of
representatives having served on the house of representatives
agriculture and natural resources conmttee during the 2008 session.

(i1) The president of the senate shall appoint one nmenber from each
of the two | argest caucuses of the senate having served on the senate
natural resources, ocean and recreation commttee during the 2008
sessi on.

(iii1) The speaker of the house of representatives and the president
of the senate shall jointly appoint at |east seven nenbers representing
county sheriffs, county prosecutors, industrial and snall forest
| andowners, tribes, recreational and professional wood carvers, cedar
and specialty wood processors, and other appropriate interests. |If
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possi bl e, i ndi vi dual appoi ntees should be <consistent wth the
menbership that served on the specialized forest products work group
created in section 2, chapter 392, Laws of 2007.

(tv) In addition, the departnment of natural resources shal
cooperate with the task force and maintain a |iaison representative who
shall serve as a nenber. The departnent shall also cooperate with the
task force and provide information as the chair of the task force may
reasonabl y request.

(b) The task force shall choose its <chair from anong its
| egi sl ati ve menbership. The speaker of the house of representatives
and the president of the senate shall jointly select one |legislative
menber to convene the initial neeting of the task force.

(2) The task force shall review the current specialized forest
products statute, chapter 76.48 RCW as well as applicable theft |aws
to ensure that the specialized forest products requirenents:

(a) Provide reasonable tools for |aw enforcenent and reasonably
protect |andowners fromtheft;

(b) Are not unduly burdensone to harvesters, those possessing or
transporting specialized forest products, or cedar or specialty wood
processors or buyers;

(c) Are clear and may be readily understood by | aw enforcenent and
the public; and

(d) Are admnistered and enforced consistently throughout the
state.

(3) Staff support for the task force shall be provided by the house
of fice of programresearch and senate committee services.

(4) Legislative nenbers of the task force shall be rei nbursed for
travel expenses in accordance with RCW 44.04.120. Nonl egi sl ati ve
menbers, except those representing an enployer or organization, are
entitled to be reinbursed for travel expenses in accordance wth RCW
43. 03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

(5) The expenses of the task force shall be paid jointly by the
senate and the house of representatives. Task force expenditures are
subject to approval by the senate facilities and operations conmttee
and the house executive rules conmttee, or their successor commttees.

(6) The task force shall report its findings and recomendations in
the form of proposed |egislation to the appropriate commttees of the
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| egi sl ature by Decenber 1, 2008.
(7) This section expires July 31, 2009.

~-- END ---
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