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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 3160

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Conmerce & Labor (originally sponsored by Representatives
Springer, Newhouse, Ericks, Goodman, Arnstrong, Linville, MDonald,
Kessl er, Dickerson, Wod, Wallace, Hunter, Blake, dibborn, Morrell
WIllianms, Looms, Liias, Kelley, Eddy, Takko, Warnick, Jarrett,
Rodne, Sullivan, Roach, VanDeWege, Kenney, and O nsby)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 11/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to the availability of nutrition information; and
creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds and decl ares that:

(a) Over the past two decades, there has been a significant
increase in the nunber of neals prepared or eaten outside the hone,
with an estimated one-third of calories and al nost half of total food
doll ars associated with food obtained fromrestaurants and ot her food
servi ce establishnents;

(b) Broader availability of nutrition information regarding foods
served at restaurants and other food service establishnments wll
facilitate consuners maki ng nore inforned decisions about the food they
pur chase;

(c) Three-quarters of Anerican adults report using food | abels on
packaged foods, which are required by the nutrition |abeling and
education act of 1990;

(d) Availability of nutrition information regarding restaurant food
assists consuners who closely nonitor their diet;
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(e) Due to substantial variations in restaurant characteristics
restaurants have used a variety of nethods to provide broad nutrition
information that their custoners desire;

(f) Providing accurate nutrition information for food prepared in
restaurants is significantly nore difficult than for processed food
itens because of greater variability of portion size, formulation, and
ot her characteristics of the restaurant food product and the processes
used to produce it;

(g) In inplenenting the federal nutrition |abeling and education
act of 1990, the United States food and drug adm nistration recogni zed
the need for accuracy in nutrition information statenents and addressed
the <challenges of determning restaurant food product nutrition
information by permtting nutrition information for such products to be
determned wth a reasonabl e basis;

(h) Notwithstanding the substantial variability of nutrition
characteristics of standard food itens served at restaurants and ot her
food service establishnments, public health wll be advanced by
providing nutrition information, determned with a reasonable basis,
for standard food itens generally avail able at restaurants; and

(1) Restaurants and other food service establishnents generally are
nore likely to provide nutrition information regarding food itens, if
there is not a threat of conflicting or overlapping governnental
requi renents for disclosure of nutrition information, or vulnerability
to frivolous Ilitigation regarding the accuracy of disclosure of
nutrition information.

(2) The legislature intends to provide consuners wth greater
access to nutrition information regarding restaurant foods by (a)
recognizing that nutrition information determned wth a reasonable
basis is appropriately accurate, and (b) allowing restaurants
reasonable flexibility in providing nutrition information to consuners.

- END ---
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