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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON 4212

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Sommers, Curtis and Sinpson

Read first tinme 01/24/2007. Referred to Comm ttee on Local Governnent.

BE I T RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
STATE OF WASHI NGTON, | N LEGQ SLATI VE SESSI ON ASSEMBLED:

THAT, At the next general election to be held in this state the
secretary of state shall submt to the qualified voters of the state
for their approval and ratification, or rejection, an anendnent to
Article XI, section 5 of the Constitution of the state of Washington to
read as foll ows:

Article XlI, section 5. (1) The legislature, by general and uniform
| aws, shall provide for the election in the several counties of boards
of county conm ssioners, sheriffs, county clerks, treasurers,
prosecuting attorneys, and other county, township, or precinct and
district officers, as public convenience nmay require, and shal
prescribe their duties, and fix their terns of office: Provided, That
the legislature may, by general Ilaws, «classify the counties by
popul ation and provide for the election in certain classes of counties
certain officers who shall exercise the powers and performthe duties
of two or nore officers. It shall regulate the conpensation of al
such officers, in proportion to their duties, and for that purpose nmay
classify the counties by population: Provided, That it may delegate to
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the legislative authority of the counties the right to prescribe the
salaries of its own nmenbers and the salaries of other county officers.
And it shall provide for the strict accountability of such officers for
all fees which may be collected by themand for all public noneys which
may be paid to them or officially cone into their possession.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1) of this
section or of section 3 or 4 of this Article, the legislature, by
general laws, shall provide greater flexibility for noncharter county
governance by allowing county voters to approve ballot propositions
altering the governance of their county. A ballot proposition altering
t he governance of a county nmay only be submitted to the voters of that
county at a general election or primary election by action of the
county legislative authority or by a petition of voters proposing the
change that has been signed by registered voters of that county equa
in nunber to at least ten (10) percent of the nunber of voters of the
county who voted at the |last general election. The general |aws shal
al |l ow

(a) A county to operate under ei t her: (i) An el ected
executi ve/ counci | plan of qovernnent wth either five or seven
council nenbers; or (ii) a council manager plan of governnent wth

either five or seven councilnenbers who appoint the county nanager
Either of these alternative plans of governnent may provide for other
county elected officials, but may not affect the election, powers, or
duties of the prosecuting attorney, superior court judges, or inferior
court judges. The general legislation inplenenting this subsection
(2)(a) shall designate the county office or offices that are vested
with the powers, authority, and duties granted to and inposed by
general |law on each elected county office designated under subsection
(1) of this section that is not retained. A ballot proposition may
aut horize a county operating under one of these alternative plans of
governnent to return operating under subsection (1) of this section.
(b) Two or nore adjacently |ocated noncharter counties may have a
single official act as the official for these counties perform ng the
duties of any county elected official or officials provided for under

(a) of this subsection. This subsection (2)(b) shall not affect
menbers of a county leqgislative authority, superior court judges, or
inferior court judges. If a single official is authorized to act as

the prosecuting attorney for the counties, that official shall be
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elected froma single district constituting all of these counties by
the voters of these counties. Any other official my be appointed by
joint action of the county legislative authorities or elected from a
single district constituting all of these counties by the voters of
these counties. A change provided under this subsection (2)(b), or a
return to separately electing these officials in each county, is
authorized only if voters of each county approve the ballot
proposition.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the secretary of state shall cause
notice of this constitutional anendnent to be published at |east four
times during the four weeks next preceding the election in every | egal
newspaper in the state.

~-- END ---
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