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S-2311. 2

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5188

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Senate Commttee on Natural Resources, GCcean & Recreation
(originally sponsored by Senators Haugen, Jacobsen, Prenti ce,
Fairley, Kline, Marr, Kohl-Wlles, Tom Mirray, Keiser and Rasnussen)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 28/ 07.

AN ACT Relating to a wildlife rehabilitation program anmendi ng RCW
46. 16. 606; addi ng new sections to chapter 77.12 RCW and creating a new
section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The paranmount duty of the departnent of fish
and wldlife is to preserve, protect, and perpetuate all wldlife
species. The wildlife of Washington belongs to the citizens of this
state and is a val uable resource that nust be protected and cared for
in order to preserve this resource for Wshington's future. As
Washi ngton's popul ation continues to expand and nore | and that was once
wldlife habitat is devel oped for honmes and businesses, injury to and
human interactions with wildlife is on the rise. Licensed wildlife
rehabilitators often work closely with |ocal |aw enforcenent, aninal
control of ficers, wildlife enforcenent of ficers, and wldlife
bi ol ogi sts at the state and federal levels to aid in the safe capture,
testing for disease, nedical treatnment, rehabilitation, and rel ease of
wildlife. The state recognizes the critical role licensed wildlife
rehabilitators play in capturing and caring for the sick, injured, and
orphaned wi I dlife of Washi ngton state.
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Sec. 2. RCW46.16.606 and 1991 sp.s. ¢ 7 s 13 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

In addition to the fees inposed in RCW 46.16.585 for application
and renewal of personalized |license plates an additional fee of ((ter))
twel ve dollars shall be charged. ((Fhe—+revende)) Ten dollars fromthe
additional fee shall be deposited in the state wldlife ((fund))
account and used for the managenent of resources associated wth the
nonconsunptive use of wldlife. Two dollars from the additional fee
shall be deposited into the wildlife rehabilitation account created
under section 3 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 77.12 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The wldlife rehabilitation account is created in the state
treasury. Al receipts from noneys directed to the account from RCW
46. 16. 606 nmust be deposited into the account. Moneys in the account
may be spent only after appropriation. Expenditures fromthe account
may be used only for the support of the wildlife rehabilitation program
created under section 4 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 77.12 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The director shall establish a wldlife rehabilitation program
to help support the critical role licensed wldlife rehabilitators play
in protecting the public by capturing, testing for disease, and caring
for sick, injured, and orphaned wildlife in Wshington state. The
director shall contract for wildlife rehabilitation services with up to
four people in each of the departnent's six admnistrative regions
Applicants may submit only one request every two years and nust reside
in the admnistrative region for which they have applied. The
contracts nust be for a termof two years.

(2) In order to receive funding, the wildlife rehabilitator nust:
(a) Be properly licensed in wildlife rehabilitation under state and
federal law, and (b) furnish information concerning his or her
identity, including fingerprints for subm ssion to the Washington state
patrol to include a national crimnal background check. The applicant
must pay for the cost of the crimnal background check. If the

SSB 5188 p. 2



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W WWRNMNMNNNNMNNMNMNNNRRRRRRRRR PR
W N RO O oo ~NOO O W NPEFP OOV NO O D WOWDN - O

34
35
36
37

background check reveals that the applicant has been convicted of a
felony or gross m sdeneanor, the applicant is ineligible to receive
f undi ng.

(3) The departnent nust require that contractors submt detailed
reports accounting for all expenditures of state funds. The reports
must be submtted to the departnent on a quarterly basis. The
departnent may require the contractor to submt to an inspection of the
rehabilitation facility to ensure conpliance with departnment rules

governing wildlife rehabilitation. Expenditures that are permitted
under this program as they specifically relate to wldlife
rehabilitation include: (a) Reinbursenent for diagnostic and |ab

support services; (b) purchase and mai nt enance of proper restraints and
equi pnent used in the capture, transportation, tenporary housing, and
release of wldlife; (c) reinbursenment of contracted veterinary
services; (d) reinbursenent of the cost of food, nedication, and other
consumabl es; and (e) reinbursenent of the cost of continuing education.
The departnment shall give priority to applications submtted that
provide for the rehabilitation of endangered or threatened species.
Funds may not be used to rehabilitate either nonnative species or
nui sance animals, or both, including, but not limted to the foll ow ng:
Eastern gray squirrels (Sciurus carolinensis); opossum (D delphis

vi rgini ana); raccoons (Procyon lotor); striped skunk (Mephitis
mephitis); spotted skunk (Spilogale putorius); Eastern cottontai
rabbi t (Syl vil agus fl oridanus); donestic r abbi t (Oryctol agus

cuni cul us); European starling (Sturnus vulgaris); and house sparrow
(Passer donesticus).

(4) The departnent may adopt any rules as are necessary to carry
out this section.

(5) The wldlife rehabilitation program nust include a subprogram
to provide conpensation to hound handl ers when contracting with hound
handlers for their services. Conpensation nust include | oss,
destruction, or damage to personal property during the course of
| ocating problemw Il dlife.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 77.12 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent nust develop a process for renewing wildlife
rehabilitation licenses. Al wildlife rehabilitation |icenses issued
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1 by the department prior to January 1, 2006, nust be renewed by January
2 1, 2010. The departnent may adopt rules as necessary to inplenent this
3 section.

~-- END ---
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