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SENATE BI LL 5191

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Hatfield, Brandland, Shel don and Del vin

Read first time 01/12/2007. Referred to Commttee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Relating to mssing persons; anmending RCW 43.103. 110,
36. 28A. 110, 36.28A. 120, and 43.43.751; reenacting and anending RCW
68. 50. 320; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. It is the intent of this act to build upon
the research and findings of the Washington state m ssing persons task
force, assenbled by the state attorney general in 2003, the United
States departnent of justice, and the initiative taken in chapter 102,
Laws of 2006, by the legislature to aid in recovery of m ssing persons
and the identification of human remnains.

Sec. 2. RCW43.103.110 and 2006 ¢ 102 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

The Washington state forensic investigations council, in
cooperation with the Washington association of coroners and nedica
exam ners and ot her interested agencies, shall devel op training nodul es
that are essential to the effective inplenentation and use of m ssing
persons protocols using funds provided in RCW43.79.445. The training
nmodul es must provide training at the basic | aw enforcenent acadeny at
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the crimnal justice training comm ssion through classes and nedi a t hat
wll train and educate small departnments or those at renote | ocations
with the | east disruption. The nodules will include, but will not be
l[imted to: The reporting process, the use of fornms and protocols, the
effective use of resources, the collection and i nportance of evidence
and preservation of biological evidence, and risk assessnment of the
i ndi vi dual s reported m ssing.

Sec. 3. RCW36.28A. 110 and 2006 ¢ 102 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

The Washington association of sheriffs and police chiefs shal
create and nmaintain a statewi de web site, which shall be available to
t he public. The web site shall post relevant information concerning
persons reported mssing in the state of Wshington. For m ssing
persons, the web site shall contain, but is not limted to: The
person's nane, physical description, photograph, and other infornation
that is deened necessary according to the adopted protocols. This web
site shall allow citizens to nore broadly dissemnate information

regardi ng m ssing persons for at least thirty days. ((Buetothetarge

Sec. 4. RCW36.28A. 120 and 2006 ¢ 102 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

The Washington state patrol shall establish an interface with | oca
| aw enf orcement and t he WAshi ngton associ ation of sheriffs and police
chiefs mssing persons web site, the toll-free twenty-four hour
hotline, and national and other statew de m ssing persons systens or
cl eari nghouses.

Local law enforcenent agencies shall file an official mssing
persons report and enter biographical information into the state
m ssing persons conputerized network ((wthiA—twelve—hours)) w thout
delay after notification of a mssing person's report is received under
this chapter.
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Sec. 5. RCW68.50.320 and 2006 ¢ 102 s 6 and 2006 ¢ 235 s 4 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

When a person reported mssing has not been found within thirty
days of the report, or at any time the investigating agency suspects
crimnal activity to be the basis of the victim being mssing, the
sheriff, chief of police, county coroner or county nedical exam ner, or
other law enforcenent authority initiating and conducting the
investigation for the mssing person shall: (1) File a mssing
person's report wth the Wshington state patrol m ssing and
unidentified persons unit; (2) initiate the collection of DNA sanples
fromthe known m ssing person and their famly nmenbers for nuclear and
m tochondrial DNA testing along with the necessary consent forns; and
(3) ask the mssing person's famly or next of kin to give witten
consent to contact the dentist or dentists of the m ssing person and
request the person's dental records.

The m ssing person's dentist or dentists shall provide diagnostic
quality copies of the mssing person's dental records or original
dental records to the sheriff, chief of police, county coroner or
county nmedical examner, or other |law enforcenment authority, when
presented with the witten consent fromthe mssing person's famly or
next of kin or with a statenment from the sheriff, chief of police,
county coroner or county nedical exam ner, or other |aw enforcenent
authority that the mssing person's famly or next of kin could not be
| ocated in the exercise of due diligence or that the m ssing person's
famly or next of kin refuse to consent to the rel ease of the m ssing
person's dental records and there is reason to believe that the m ssing
person's famly or next of kin may have been involved in the mssing
person's di sappear ance.

As soon as possible after collecting the DNA sanples ((and

ebtatningthedentalreeords)), the sheriff, chief of police, or other
| aw enforcenent authority shall submt the DNA sanples ((foer—nuctear

I\

A n

submttedtothe federalbureav—ofi+nvestigatt+on)) to the appropriate
| aboratory. Dental records shall be submtted as soon as possible to
t he Washi ngton state patrol m ssing and unidentified persons unit.

The descriptive information from mssing person's reports and
dental data submtted to the Washington state patrol mssing
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((persens)) and wunidentified persons wunit shall be recorded and
mai ntai ned by the Washington state patrol mssing and unidentified
persons unit in the applicable dedicated m ssing person's databases.

(( I i nal . . ey |

hall I | . : . I ..
person’ s DNA dat abase as soon as possible.))

When a person reported m ssing has been found, the sheriff, chief
of police, coroner or nedical examner, or other |aw enforcenent
authority shall report such information to the Washi ngton state patrol.

The dental identification system shall mintain a file of
information regarding persons reported to it as mssing. The file
shall contain the information referred to in this section and such
other information as the Washington state patrol finds relevant to
assist in the location of a m ssing person.

The files of the dental identification systemshall, upon request,
be made available to |aw enforcenent agencies attenpting to |ocate
m Ssi ng persons.

Sec. 6. RCW43.43.751 and 2006 ¢ 102 s 7 are each anmended to read
as follows:
Bi ol ogi cal sanples taken for a m ssing person's investigation under

RCW 68. 50. 320 shall be forwarded ((as—appropriatetothefederalbureau
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state—patrol—er+e—tab)) to the appropriate |aboratory as soon as

possi bl e. The crime |aboratory of the WAshington state patrol wll
provi de gui dance to agenci es regardi ng where sanples should be sent((;

N : . hall | . : i nal 37 't
substantial delays in testing occur or federal testing is no |onger
avai l able, the legislature should be requested to provide funding to
i npl ement m tochondrial technology in the state of Washi ngton.

~-- END ---
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