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SENATE BI LL 5203

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Delvin, Kohl-Wlles, Pflug and Roach

Read first time 01/12/2007. Referred to Conmttee on Health & Long-
Term Car e.

AN ACT Relating to nenbership of the Wshington state nedica
qual ity assurance conmm ssion; anending RCW 18.71.015; and creating a
new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) A large percentage of Washington residents use nedical doctors
who practice holistic nedicine.

(2) Holistic medicine is the art and science that addresses the
whol e person, body, mnd, and spirit, and the practice of holistic
medi ci ne i ntegrates conventional and conplenentary therapies to prevent
and treat disease, but nost inportantly to pronote optinmal health.

(3) The centers for disease control found fromthe national health
interview survey done in 2002 that thirty-six percent of all adults in
the United States over the age of eighteen years of age use sone form
of conplenentary and alternative nedicine.

(4) It is in the public interest that at |east one physician who
practices holistic nedicine be on the nedical quality assurance
comm ssion because in sone respects the skill sets and treatnent
nodalities offered materially differ between holistic and allopathic
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practitioners. Al t hough physicians trained in holistic nedicine are
not universally better than allopathic providers, their training is
based on different paradigns. Avai lability of both is essential for
public health, and the comm ssion can only be reasonably expected to
hol d a bal anced view on the conplete spectrumof treatnent nodalities
if the holistic segnment of the profession is included.

Sec. 2. RCW18.71.015 and 2006 ¢ 8 s 103 are each anended to read
as follows:

The Washington state nedical quality assurance commssion is
established, consisting of: Thirteen individuals |licensed to practice
medi cine in the state of Washi ngton under this chapter, at |east one of

t he physicians nust practice holistic nedicine and be certified by the
Anerican board of holistic nedicine; two individuals who are |icensed
as physician assistants wunder chapter 18.71A RCOW (7)), and six
i ndi viduals who are nenbers of the public. At least two of the public
nmenbers shall not be fromthe health care industry. Each congressional
district now existing or hereafter created in the state nust be
represented by at |east one physician nenber of the conm ssion. The
terms of office of nenbers of the commssion are not affected by
changes in congressional district boundaries. Public menbers of the
comm ssion may not be a nenber of any other health care |icensing board
or comm ssion, or have a fiduciary obligation to a facility rendering
health services regulated by the comm ssion, or have a material or
financial interest in the rendering of health services regulated by the
conmi ssi on.

The menbers of the comm ssion shall be appointed by the governor.
Menmbers of the initial conm ssion nay be appointed to staggered terns
of one to four years, and thereafter all terns of appointnent shall be

for four years. The governor shall consider such physician and
physi ci an assi stant nmenbers who are reconmended for appointnment by the
appropriate professional associations in the state. In appointing the

initial nmenbers of the comnmssion, it is the intent of the |legislature
that, to the extent possible, the existing nenbers of the board of
nmedi cal exam ners and nedi cal disciplinary board repeal ed under section
336, chapter 9, Laws of 1994 sp. sess. be appointed to the comm ssion.
No nenber may serve nore than two consecutive full terns. Each nenber
shall hold office until a successor is appointed.
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Each nmenber of the comm ssion nust be a citizen of the United
States, nust be an actual resident of this state, and, if a physician,
must have been licensed to practice nedicine in this state for at | east
five years.

The comm ssion shall neet as soon as practicable after appointnent
and elect officers each year. Meetings shall be held at |east four
times a year and at such place as the conm ssion determ nes and at such
other times and places as the comm ssion deens necessary. A mgjority
of the comm ssion nenbers appointed and serving constitutes a quorum
for the transaction of comm ssion business.

The affirmative vote of a majority of a quorumof the commssion is
required to carry any notion or resolution, to adopt any rule, or to
pass any neasure. The conm ssion may appoi nt panels consisting of at
| east three nenbers. Wen a panel is reviewng a case involving a
physi ci an who practices holistic nedicine, at |east one nenber of the
panel shall be a practitioner of holistic nmedicine. A quorumfor the
transaction of any business by a panel is a mnimm of three nenbers.
A mpjority vote of a quorum of the panel is required to transact
busi ness delegated to it by the conm ssion.

Each nenber of the conm ssion shall be conpensated in accordance
with RCW 43.03.265 and in addition thereto shall be reinbursed for
travel expenses incurred in carrying out the duties of the comm ssion
in accordance with RCW 43.03.050 and 43.03. 060. Any such expenses
shal |l be paid fromfunds appropriated to the departnment of health.

Whenever the governor is satisfied that a nenber of a conm ssion
has been guilty of neglect of duty, msconduct, or nalfeasance or
m sfeasance in office, the governor shall file with the secretary of
state a statenent of the causes for and the order of renoval from
office, and the secretary shall forthwith send a certified copy of the
statenent of causes and order of renoval to the | ast known post office
address of the nenber.

Vacancies in the nenbership of the comm ssion shall be filled for
t he unexpired term by appoi ntnment by the governor.

The nenbers of the conmm ssion are inmmune from suit in an action
civil or crimnal, based on its disciplinary proceedings or other
official acts performed in good faith as nenbers of the conm ssion.

Whenever the workload of the conm ssion requires, the comm ssion
may request that the secretary appoint pro tenpore nenbers of the
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comm ssion. \When serving, pro tenpore nenbers of the conmm ssion have
all of the powers, duties, and inmunities, and are entitled to all of
the enolunents, including travel expenses, of regularly appointed
menbers of the comm ssion.

~-- END ---
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