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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5217

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Senate Commttee on Natural Resources, GCcean & Recreation
(originally sponsored by Senators Jacobsen and Pri denore)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 21/ 07.

AN ACT Relating to operation and maintenance of open space,
agricultural, and tinber |ands acquired through the conservation
futures program and anmendi ng RCW 84. 34. 230 and 84. 34. 240.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWB84.34.230 and 2005 ¢ 449 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Conservation futures are a useful tool for counties to preserve
lands of public interest for future generations. Counties are
encouraged to use sone conservation futures as one tool for salnon
preservati on purposes.

(2) For the purpose of acquiring conservation futures and other
rights and interests in real property pursuant to RCW 84.34.210 and
84.34.220, and for maintaining and operating any property acquired wth
these funds, a county may |evy an anmount not to exceed ((stx—and—ohre—
guarter)) twelve and one-half cents per thousand dollars of assessed
val uati on agai nst the assessed valuation of all taxable property wthin
the county. The limtations in RCW 84.52.043 shall not apply to the
tax levy authorized in this section. Any rights or interests in real
property acquired under this section after July 24, 2005, nust be
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|ocated within the assessing county. Further, the county nust
determine if the rights or interests in real property acquired with
t hese funds woul d reduce the capacity of |and suitable for devel opnent
necessary to acconmodate the all ocated housing and enpl oynment grow h,
as adopted in the countywi de planning policies. Wen actions are taken
that reduce capacity to acconmmodate planned growth, the jurisdiction
shal | adopt reasonable neasures to increase the capacity |ost by such
actions.

(3) The limtation set forth in RCW84.55.010 does not apply to a
| evy under this section.

Sec. 2. RCWB84.34.240 and 2005 ¢ 449 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

Conservation futures are a useful tool for counties to preserve
lands of public interest for future generations. Counties are
encouraged to use sone conservation futures as one tool for salnon
preservati on purposes.

(1) Any board of county conm ssioners may establish by resolution
a special fund which may be ternmed a conservation futures fund to which
it may credit all taxes levied pursuant to RCW 84. 34. 230. Amount s
placed in this fund may be used for the purpose of acquiring rights and
interests in real property pursuant to the ternms of RCW 84. 34.210 and
84.34.220, and for the nmmintenance and operation of any property
acquired with these funds. The anmount of revenue used for maintenance
and operations of parks and recreational Iland may not exceed
((H+teen)) twenty-five percent of the total amount collected fromthe
tax levied under RCW 84.34.230 in the preceding calendar year.
Revenues fromthis tax may not be used to suppl ant existing maintenance
and operation funding. Any rights or interests in real property
acquired under this section nust be located within the assessing
county. Further, the county nust determne if the rights or interests
in real property acquired with these funds woul d reduce the capacity of
| and suitable for devel opnent necessary to accommpdate the all ocated
housi ng and enpl oynent growth, as adopted in the countyw de planning
policies. Wen actions are taken that reduce capacity to accommobdate
pl anned growth, the jurisdiction shall adopt reasonable neasures to
i ncrease the capacity |ost by such actions.
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(2) In counties greater than one hundred thousand in population
t he board of county comm ssioners or county |egislative authority shal
devel op a process to help ensure distribution of the tax |evied under
RCW 84. 34. 230, over tinme, throughout the county.

(3)(a) Between July 24, 2005, and July 1, 2008, the county
| egi slative authority of a county with a population density of fewer
than four persons per square mle nmay enact an ordinance offering a
bal | ot proposal to the people of the county to determ ne whether or not
the county Ilegislative authority may nmake a one-tinme energency
real | ocation of unspent conservation futures funds to pay for other
county governnent purposes, where such conservation futures funds were
originally |evied under RCW 84. 34. 230 but never spent to acquire rights
and interests in real property.

(b) Upon adoption by the county |egislative authority of a ball ot
proposal ordinance under (a) of this subsection the county auditor
shall: (i) Confer with the county |legislative authority and revi ew any
proposal to the people as to form and style; (ii) give the ballot
proposal a nunber, which thereafter shall be the identifying nunber for
the proposal; (iii) transmt a copy of the proposal to the prosecuting
attorney; and (iv) submt the proposal to the people at the next
general or special election that is not |less than ninety days after the
adoption of the ordinance by the county | egislative authority.

(c) The county prosecuting attorney shall within fifteen working
days of receipt of the proposal conpose a concise statenent, posed as
a positive question, not to exceed twenty-five words, which shall
express and give a true and inpartial statenment of the proposal. Such
conci se statenent shall be the ballot title.

(d) If the neasure is affirmed by a majority voting on the issue it
shal | becone effective ten days after the results of the election are
certified.

(4) Nothing in this section shall be construed as limting in any
manner net hods and funds otherw se available to a county for financing
the acquisition of such rights and interests in real property.

- END ---
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