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S-1245.1

SENATE BI LL 5750

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Fairley, Regala, Fraser, Keiser, Marr, Berkey, Rasnussen,
Kohl - Wl | es and Murray

Read first time 01/31/2007. Referred to Conmttee on Health & Long-
Term Car e.

AN ACT Relating to insurance coverage for neurodevel opnental
t herapies; and anending RCW 41.05.170, 48.21.310, 48.44.450, and
48. 46. 520.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWA41.05.170 and 1989 ¢ 345 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Each health plan offered to public enployees and their covered
dependents under this chapter which is not subject to the provisions of
Title 48 RCW and is established or renewed on or after twelve nonths
after July 23, 1989, shall include coverage for neurodevel opnental
therapies for covered individuals age ((stx)) eighteen and under.

(2) Benefits provided under this section shall cover the services
of those authorized to deliver occupational therapy, speech therapy,
and physical therapy. Benefits shall be payable only where the
services have been delivered pursuant to the referral and periodic
review of a holder of a license issued pursuant to chapter 18.71 or
18.57 RCW or where covered services have been rendered by such
| i censee. Nothing in this section shall preclude a self-funded plan
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aut horized under this chapter from negotiating rates wth qualified
provi ders.

(3) Benefits provided under this section shall be for nedically
necessary services as determned by the self-funded plan authorized
under this chapter. Benefits shall be payable for services for the
mai nt enance of a covered individual in cases where significant
deterioration in the patient's condition would result wthout the
service. Benefits shall be payable to restore and inprove function.

(4) It is the intent of this section that the state, as an enpl oyer
provi di ng conprehensive health coverage including the benefits required
by this section, retains the authority to design and enploy utilization
and cost controls. Therefore, benefits delivered under this section
may be subject to contractual provisions regardi ng deducti bl e anounts
and/ or copaynents established by the self-funded plan authorized under
this chapter. Benefits provided under this section may be subject to
standard wai ting periods for preexisting conditions, and may be subject
to the subm ssion of witten treatnent plans.

(5) In recognition of the intent expressed in subsection (4) of
this section, benefits provided under this section nay be subject to
contractual provisions establishing annual and/or lifetinme benefit
[imts. Such limts may define the total dollar benefits available, or
may limt the nunber of services delivered as established by the self-
funded pl an authorized under this chapter.

Sec. 2. RCW48.21.310 and 1989 ¢ 345 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Each enpl oyer-sponsored group policy for conprehensive health
i nsurance which is entered into, or renewed, on or after twelve nonths
after July 23, 1989, shall include coverage for neurodevel opnental
therapies for covered individuals age ((stx)) eighteen and under.

(2) Benefits provided under this section shall cover the services
of those authorized to deliver occupational therapy, speech therapy,
and physical therapy. Benefits shall be payable only where the
services have been delivered pursuant to the referral and periodic
review of a holder of a license issued pursuant to chapter 18.71 or
18.57 RCW or where covered services have been rendered by such
| i censee. Nothing in this section shall prohibit an insurer from
negotiating rates with qualified providers.
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(3) Benefits provided under this section shall be for nedically
necessary services as determned by the insurer. Benefits shall be
payabl e for services for the mai ntenance of an insured in cases where
significant deterioration in the patient's condition would result
w thout the service. Benefits shall be payable to restore and i nprove
function.

(4) It is the intent of this section that enployers purchasing
conpr ehensi ve heal th insurance, including the benefits required by this
section, together with the insurer, retain authority to design and
enploy utilization and cost controls. Therefore, benefits delivered
under this section may be subject to contractual provisions regarding
deducti ble amounts and/or copaynents established by the enployer
purchasi ng insurance and the insurer. Benefits provided under this
section may be subject to standard waiting periods for preexisting
conditions, and may be subject to the subm ssion of witten treatnent
pl ans.

(5) In recognition of the intent expressed in subsection (4) of
this section, benefits provided under this section nay be subject to
contractual provisions establishing annual and/or lifetinme benefit
l[imts. Such limts may define the total dollar benefits avail able or
may |imt the nunber of services delivered as agreed by the enpl oyer
pur chasi ng i nsurance and the insurer.

Sec. 3. RCW48.44.450 and 1989 ¢ 345 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Each enpl oyer-sponsored group contract for conprehensive health
care service which is entered into, or renewed, on or after twelve
nmont hs after July 23, 1989, shal | i ncl ude cover age for
neur odevel opnental therapies for covered individuals age ((s+x))
ei ght een and under.

(2) Benefits provided under this section shall cover the services
of those authorized to deliver occupational therapy, speech therapy,
and physical therapy. Benefits shall be payable only where the
services have been delivered pursuant to the referral and periodic
review of a holder of a license issued pursuant to chapter 18.71 or
18.57 RCW or where covered services have been rendered by such
licensee. Nothing in this section shall prohibit a health care service
contractor from requiring that covered services be delivered by a
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provi der who participates by contract wth the health care service
contractor unless no participating provider is available to deliver
covered services. Nothing in this section shall prohibit a health care
service contractor fromnegotiating rates with qualified providers.

(3) Benefits provided under this section shall be for nedically
necessary services as determned by the health care service contractor.
Benefits shall be payable for services for the mai ntenance of a covered
i ndividual in cases where significant deterioration in the patient's
condition would result without the service. Benefits shall be payable
to restore and inprove function.

(4) It is the intent of this section that enployers purchasing
conpr ehensi ve group coverage including the benefits required by this
section, together with the health care service contractor, retain
authority to design and enploy wutilization and cost controls.
Therefore, benefits delivered under this section nmay be subject to
contractual provisions regardi ng deductible anpbunts and/ or copaynents
established by the enployer purchasing coverage and the health care
service contractor. Benefits provided under this section may be
subject to standard waiting periods for preexisting conditions, and may
be subject to the subm ssion of witten treatnent plans.

(5) In recognition of the intent expressed in subsection (4) of
this section, benefits provided under this section nay be subject to
contractual provisions establishing annual and/or lifetinme benefit
l[imts. Such limts my define the total dollar benefits avail able or
may |imt the nunber of services delivered as agreed by the enployer
pur chasi ng coverage and the health care service contractor.

Sec. 4. RCW48.46.520 and 1989 ¢ 345 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Each enpl oyer-sponsored group contract for conprehensive health
care service which is entered into, or renewed, on or after twelve
nmont hs after July 23, 1989, shal | i ncl ude cover age for
neur odevel opnental therapies for covered individuals age ((s+x))
ei ght een and under.

(2) Benefits provided under this section shall cover the services
of those authorized to deliver occupational therapy, speech therapy,
and physical therapy. Covered benefits and treatnent nust be rendered
or referred by the health nmaintenance organization, and delivered
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pursuant to the referral and periodic review of a holder of a |license
i ssued pursuant to chapter 18.71 or 18.57 RCW or where treatnent is
rendered by such |icensee. Nothing in this section shall prohibit a
heal t h mai nt enance organi zati on from negotiating rates with qualified
provi ders.

(3) Benefits provided under this section shall be for nedically
necessary services as determned by the health maintenance
or gani zat i on. Benefits shall be provided for the maintenance of a
covered enrollee in cases where significant deterioration in the
patient's condition would result w thout the service. Benefits shal
be provided to restore and i nprove function.

(4) It is the intent of this section that enployers purchasing
conpr ehensi ve group coverage including the benefits required by this
section, together with the health nmaintenance organization, retain
authority to design and enploy wutilization and cost controls.
Therefore, benefits provided under this section may be subject to
contractual provisions regardi ng deductible anpbunts and/ or copaynents
established by the enployer purchasing coverage and the health
mai nt enance organi zation. Benefits provided under this section nay be
subject to standard waiting periods for preexisting conditions, and may
be subject to the subm ssion of witten treatnent plans.

(5) In recognition of the intent expressed in subsection (4) of
this section, benefits provided under this section nay be subject to
contractual provisions establishing annual and/or lifetinme benefit
[imts. Such limts may define the total dollar benefits available, or
may |imt the nunber of services delivered as agreed by the enployer
pur chasi ng coverage and the heal th mai nt enance organi zati on.
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