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SENATE BI LL 5818

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Roach

Read first time 02/01/2007. Referred to Committee on Governnent
Operations & El ections.

AN ACT Relating to providing an alternative nmethod for w thdrawal
from public hospital districts for smaller cities; and adding a new
section to chapter 70.44 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 70.44 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) As an alternative procedure to RCW 70.44.400, territory within
an incorporated city of less than twenty thousand in popul ati on nay be
Wi thdrawn froma public hospital district in the foll ow ng manner and
upon the followi ng conditions: The petition for withdrawal shall be in
writing and shall designate the boundaries of the territory proposed to
be withdrawn fromthe district and shall be signed by at least fifteen
percent of the qualified voters residing within the territory so
designated who are qualified voters on the date of filing such
petition. The proposed area to be wthdrawn nust conprise all
residents within an incorporated city.

(2) The petition for withdrawal shall be filed with the county
audi tor of each county in which the district is |located, and after the
filing no person having signed the petition shall be allowed to
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w thdraw the person's nane therefrom Wthin ten days after such
filing, each county auditor shall exam ne and verify the signatures of
signers residing in the respective county. The petition shall be
transmtted to the auditor of the county in which all or the ngjor
geographic portion of the district is |ocated, who shall certify to the
sufficiency or insufficiency of the signatures. |[|f the area proposed
to be withdrawn is |located in nore than one county, the auditor of the
county in which the | argest geographic portion of the area proposed to
be wthdrawn is |ocated shall be the |ead auditor and shall inmediately
transfer a copy of the petitions to the auditor of each other county in
which the area proposed to be withdrawn is located. Wthin ten days
after the lead auditor received the petition, the auditors of these
ot her counties shall certify to the |ead auditor: (a) The nunber of
voters of that county residing in the area proposed to be w t hdrawm who
voted at the |ast nunicipal general election; and (b) the nunber of
valid signatures on the petition of voters of that county residing in
the area proposed to be withdrawn. The |ead auditor shall certify the
sufficiency of the petition after receiving this information. |f such
petition is found by such county auditor to contain sufficient
signatures, the petition, together with a certificate of sufficiency
attached thereto, shall be transmtted to the board of comm ssioners of
the district.

(3) Upon receipt by the board of conm ssioners of a petition and
certificate of sufficiency of the auditor, or if the petition is signed
by | andowners and the board of comm ssioners is satisfied as to the
sufficiency of the signatures, it shall, at a regular or special
nmeeting, fix a date for a hearing on the petition and give notice that
the petition has been filed, stating the tinme and place of the neeting
of the board of conm ssioners at which the petition will be heard and
setting forth the boundaries of the territory proposed to be w t hdrawn.
The notice shall be published at | east once a week for two successive
weeks in a newspaper of general circulation therein, and if no such
newspaper is printed in the county, then in sonme newspaper of general
circulation in the county and district. Any additional notice of the
hearing may be given as the board of comm ssioners may by resol ution
direct.

(4) The petition for wthdrawal shall be heard at the tine and
pl ace specified in the notice or the hearing may be adjourned fromtine
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to tinme, not exceeding one nonth in all, and any person may appear at
t he hearing and nake objections to the withdrawal of the territory or
to the proposed boundary |ines thereof. Upon final hearing on the
petition for withdrawal, the board of comm ssioners shall make and by
resol ution either approve or deny the proposed w thdrawal .

(5 Wthin ten days after the final hearing the board of
comm ssioners of the district shall transmt to the county |egislative
authority of each county in which the district is |ocated the petition
for wthdrawal, together with a copy of the resolution of the board of
comm ssioners of the district certified by the secretary of the
district to be a true and correct copy of such findings and
recommendati ons as the sane appear on the records of the district.

(6) If by resolution the board of comm ssioners approves a petition
for wthdrawal, then the county legislative authority shall by
resolution declare that the territory be withdrawmm fromthat district,
and thereupon the territory shall be w thdrawn and excluded fromt hat
district the sane as if it had never been included in that district
except for the lien of taxes as hereinafter set forth.

(7) If the resolution of the district board of comm ssioners denies
the petition for withdrawal, then the county | egislative authority of
each county in which the district is |located shall by resolution cause
a special election to be held not less than thirty days or nore than
sixty days fromthe date of the final hearing of any county | egislative
authority upon the petition for wthdrawal, at which election the
proposition expressed on the ballots shall be substantially as foll ows:

"Shall the territory established and defined by the district board

of comm ssioners at its neeting held onthe . . . . . . (insert date of
final hearing of district board of comm ssioners upon the petition for
w thdrawal ) be withdrawn fromdistrict . . . . . . (namng it).
Yes . . . . . . . . . . . .0O
No . . . . . .. .. ...
--- END ---
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