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SENATE BI LL 5908

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Kohl-Wlles, Keiser and Kline

Read first tinme 02/06/2007. Referred to Committee on Labor
Commer ce, Research & Devel opnent.

AN ACT Relating to a study of the outcones of injured workers; and
creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The departnent of |abor and industries

shall conduct a study of the outcomes of injured workers found
enpl oyable and not eligible for vocational rehabilitation benefits.
The outcones to be studied shall include the injured workers

enpl oynent status at the tine the study is conducted, and the injured
wor kers' economi c status at the tinme the study is conducted conpared to
their economc status prior to injury.

(2) The departnment shall contract with an i ndependent researcher,
approved by the | abor and busi ness nmenbers of the workers' conpensation
advisory commttee, to conduct the study.

(3) I'n conducting the study, the researcher sel ected shall consider
the fol |l ow ng:

(a) The enploynment history of the injured worker found to be
enpl oyable two years and four years after the worker's claim was
cl osed;
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(b) The nunber of injured workers found to be enployable by the
departnment who | ater receive other forns of public assistance; and

(c) Innovative progranms in other jurisdictions that have gai nful
enpl oynent statutes w thout a m ni num wage conponent.

(4) The departnment shall report to the workers' conpensation
advisory conmttee on the results of the study on or before July 1,
2008.

~-- END ---
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