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SENATE BI LL 5939

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Kauffman, Kastanma and Kil nmer

Read first time 02/07/2007. Referred to Committee on Econonic
Devel opnent, Trade & Managenent.

AN ACT Rel ating to sel ecting econom ¢ benchmarks; and anendi ng RCW
82. 33A. 005, 82.33A.010, and 82. 33A.020.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:
Sec. 1. RCWB82.33A.005 and 1996 ¢ 152 s 1 are each anmended to read

as foll ows:
The citizens of Washington should enjoy a high quality of life,

which requires a healthy state econony. To achieve this goal, the
| egi sl ature recognizes that the state nust be able to conpete
economcally at a national and international level. It is critical to

the economc well-being of the citizens of this state that the
| egislature strive to continually inprove the state's economc climate.
((Fhereforer)) The legislature intends to provide a benchnarking
mechani sm whereby the information necessary to achieve this goal is
available on a tinely and reliabl e basis.

Sec. 2. RCW 82.33A.010 and 1998 c 245 s 168 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:
(1) The economc climate council is hereby created.
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(2) The council shall, in consultation wth the WAshi ngton econom c
devel opnent conm ssion, select a series of ((Rre—mre—thanr—ten))
benchmarks that characterize the conpetitive environnment of the state.
The benchmar ks shoul d be indicators of the cost of doing business; the
education and skills of the work force; a sound infrastructure; and the
quality of life. 1In selecting the appropriate benchmarks, the counci
shall use the following criteria:

(a) The availability of conparative information for other states
and countri es;

(b) The tinmeliness wth which benchmark information can be
obt ai ned; and

(c) The accuracy and validity of the benchmarks in nmeasuring the
econom c climate indicators naned in this section

(3) Each year the council shall prepare an official state economc
climate report on the present status of benchmarks, changes in the
benchmar ks since the previous report, and the reasons for the changes.
The reports shall include current benchmark conparisons wth other
states and countries, and an analysis of factors related to the
benchmarks that my affect the ability of the state to conpete
economcally at the national and international |evel.

(4) Al agencies of state governnent shall provide to the counci
i medi ate access to all information relating to economc climte
reports.

Sec. 3. RCWB82.33A.020 and 1996 ¢ 152 s 4 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(()) The economc climte council shall ((ereate—anr—advisory
commtteeto-asstst—theecounett)) consult with the Washi ngton econom ¢
devel opnent conm ssion in selecting benchmarks and devel opi ng econom ¢

climate reports and benchmarks. The ((adwisery—ecemrttee)) conm SSion

shall provide for a process to ensure public participation in the

sel ection of the benchmarks. ((Fhe—advisory—commtteeshall—econsist—of
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