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SENATE BI LL 6126

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Hargrove

Read first tinme 02/26/2007. Referred to Commttee on Water, Energy &
Tel ecomruni cat i ons.

AN ACT Relating to residential wells; anmending RCW 18.104. 020 and
19. 27.097; and adding a new section to chapter 18.104 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW18.104.020 and 2005 ¢ 84 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Abandoned well" neans a well that is unmaintained or is in
such disrepair that it is unusable or is a risk to public health and
wel f are.

(2) "Constructing a well™ or "construct a well" neans:

(a) Boring, digging, drilling, or excavating a well;

(b) Installing casing, sheeting, lining, or well screens, in a
wel | ;

(c) Drilling a geotechnical soil boring; or

(d) Installing an environnental investigation well.

"Constructing a well" or "construct a well"” includes the alteration

of an existing well.
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(3) "Decomm ssion” neans to fill or plug a well so that it will not
produce water, serve as a channel for novenent of water or pollution,
or allow the entry of pollutants into the well or aquifers.

(4) "Departnment” neans the departnent of ecol ogy.

(5) "Dewatering well" neans a cased or |ined excavation or boring
that is intended to withdraw or divert ground water for the purpose of
facilitating construction, stabilizing a landslide, or protecting an

aqui fer.
(6) "Director"” means the director of the departnent of ecol ogy.
(7) "Environnmental investigation well" nmeans a cased hol e i ntended

or used to extract a sanple or sanples of ground water, vapor, or soi
from an underground formati on and which is decomr ssioned i medi ately
after the sanple or sanples are obtained. An environnmenta
investigation well is typically installed using direct push technol ogy
or auger boring and uses the probe, stem auger, or rod as casing. An
environmental investigation well is not a geotechnical soil boring.

(8) "Geotechnical soil boring" or "boring" neans a well drilled for
the purpose of obtaining soil sanples or information to ascertain
structural properties of the subsurface.

(9) "Gound source heat punp boring" neans a vertical boring
constructed for the purpose of installing a closed | oop heat exchange
system for a ground source heat punp.

(10) "Ground water" neans and includes ground waters as defined in
RCW 90. 44. 035.

(11) "Gounding well"™ means a grounding electrode installed in the
earth by the use of drilling equipment to prevent buil dup of voltages
that may result in undue hazards to persons or equi pnment. Exanples are
anode and cat hode protection wells.

(12) "Instrunentation well" nmeans a well in which pneumatic or
el ectric geotechnical or hydrological instrunentation is permanently or
periodically installed to nmeasure or nonitor subsurface strength and
movenent. Instrunmentation well includes borehol e extensoneters, slope
i ndi cators, pneumatic or electric pore pressure transducers, and | oad
cells.

(13) "Mnitoring well"™ nmans a well designed to obtain a
representative ground water sanple or designed to neasure the water
| evel elevation in either clean or contam nated water or soil.
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(14) "Qoservation well" nmeans a well designed to neasure the depth
to the water level elevation in either clean or contam nated water or
soil .

(15) "Operator"™ neans a person who (a) is enployed by a well
contractor; (b) is licensed under this chapter; or (c) who controls,
supervi ses, or oversees the construction of a well or who operates well
construction equi pnment.

(16) "Omer"™ or "well owner" neans the person, firm partnership,
copartnership, cor poration, associ ation, other entity, or any
conbi nati on of these, who owns the property on which the well is or
wll be constructed or has the right to the well by neans of an
easenent, covenant, or other enforceable legal instrunent for the
pur pose of benefiting fromthe well.

(17) "Pollution” and "contam nation" have the meani ngs provided in
RCW 90. 48. 020.

(18) "Renediation well" nmeans a well intended or used to w thdraw
ground water or inject water, air (for air sparging), or other
solutions into the subsurface for the purpose of renedi ating, cleaning
up, or controlling potential or actual ground water contam nation.

(19) "Residential well operator"”™ neans an operator that may only
construct wells for single-famly residential purposes.

(20) "Resource protection well" nmeans a cased boring intended or
used to collect subsurface information or to determ ne the existence or
mgration of pollutants within an underground formation. Resour ce
protection wells include nmonitoring wells, observation wells,
pi ezonmeters, spill response wells, renediation wells, environnental
investigation wells, vapor extraction wells, ground source heat punp
boring, grounding wells, and instrunmentation wells.

((626y)) (21) "Resource protection well contractor”™ nmeans any
person, firm partnership, copartnership, corporation, association, or
other entity, licensed and bonded under chapter 18.27 RCW engaged in
t he busi ness of constructing resource protection wells or geotechnical
soi | borings.

((£2)) (22) "water well" neans any excavation that is constructed

when the intended use of the well is for the |ocation, diversion,
artificial recharge, observation, nonitoring, dewatering, or wthdrawal
of ground water. "Water wells" include ground source heat punp borings

and groundi ng wel | s.
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((22)) (23) "water well <contractor" neans any person, firm
partnership, copartnership, corporation, association, or other entity,
i censed and bonded under chapter 18.27 RCW engaged in the business of
constructing water wells.

((623))) (24) "Well" means water wells, resource protection wells,
dewatering wells, and geotechnical soil borings. WlII| does not nean an
excavation made for the purpose of obtaining or prospecting for oil
natural gas, geothermal resources, mnerals, or products of mning, or
quarrying, or for inserting nedia to repressure oil or natural gas
bearing formations, or for storing petroleum natural gas, or other

product s.
((£24))) (25) "well contractor” nmeans a resource protection well
contractor and a water well contractor |icensed and bonded under

chapter 18.27 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 18.104 RCW
to read as foll ows:

A person is qualified to receive a residential well operator's
license if the person:

(1) Has submtted a conpleted application to the departnment on
forms provided by the departnment and has paid to the departnent the
application fee determ ned by rul e adopted under this chapter;

(2) Has two hundred hours of experience in the field drilling
wel | s. Experience includes actual field experience or an equi val ent of
educational training by departnent recogni zed sources or classes. As
used in this subsection, recognized sources includes the departnent,
depart nent - approved classes, drilling equipnent manufacturers, or
drilling conpany representatives;

(3) Has passed a witten examnation as provided for in RCW
18. 104. 080; and

(4) Has passed an on-site examnation by the departnment if the
person's qualifying field experience under subsection (2) of this
section is from another state. The departnment may waive the on-site
exam nati on

Sec. 3. RCW19.27.097 and 1995 ¢ 399 s 9 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
(1) Each applicant for a building permt of a building
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necessitating potable water shall provide evidence of an adequate water
supply for the intended use of the building. Evidence may be in the
formof a water right permt fromthe departnent of ecology, a letter
from an approved water purveyor stating the ability to provide water,
or another formsufficient to verify the existence of an adequate water

suppl y. In addition to other authorities, the county or city may
i npose conditions on building permts requiring connection to an
exi sting public water system where the existing systemis willing and

able to provide safe and reliable potable water to the applicant with
reasonabl e econony and efficiency. An application for a water right
shall not be sufficient proof of an adequate water supply.

(2) Wthin counties not required or not choosing to plan pursuant
to RCW 36. 70A. 040, the county and the state may nutually determ ne
those areas in the county in which the requirenents of subsection (1)
of this section shall not apply. The departnents of health and ecol ogy
shall coordinate on the inplenentation of this section. Shoul d the
county and the state fail to nutually determne those areas to be
designated pursuant to this subsection, the county may petition the
departnent of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent to nedi ate or,
i f necessary, make the determ nation.

(3) Buildings that do not need potable water facilities are exenpt
fromthe provisions of this section. The departnent of ecol ogy, after
consultation wth | ocal governnents, may adopt rules to inplenent this
section, which may recogni ze differences between high-growth and | ow
growt h counti es.

(4) Notwi t hstandi ng subsections (1) through (3) of this section, an
applicant for a building permt is not required to provide proof of
potable water supply for a single-famly residence if the applicant
submts an acknow edgnent of no adequate supply. As a condition
precedent to the issuance of the building permt, the applicant shal
file a notice of no water supply in the chain of title to the property
in the county records in each county in which the Iand or sone part of
the land is situated.

~-- END ---
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