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SENATE BI LL 6338

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Jacobsen and Franklin

Read first tinme 01/15/08. Referred to Comnmittee on Agriculture &
Rural Econom c Devel opnent .

AN ACT Relating to | abeling the country of origin of neat; adding
a new chapter to Title 16 RCW and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. LABELING (1) Al producers, growers, and
shi ppers of beef, pork, poultry, or lanb in this state shall |abel each
i ndi vi dual portion, piece, or package of beef, pork, poultry, or |anb
in a conspicuous place as legibly, indelibly, and permanently as the
nature of the commodity will permt, in a manner that indicates to an
ultimate purchaser that the product was produced in WAashi ngton

(2) Muscle cuts and ground beef, pork, poultry, or lanb, including
any package that contains any bl ending of foreign and donestic product,
that is produced in any country other than the United States and
offered for retail sale in Washington nust be |l abeled with a placard in
a manner that indicates to an ultinmate purchaser the country of origin.

(3) If one of the products listed in subsection (2) of this section
is unlabeled and the retail vendor is unable to determne its country
of origin, the product nmust be |abeled with a placard as "country of
ori gin unknown."
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(4) Al retail vendors engaged in the business of selling products
that are |l abeled or identified as to country of origin are prohibited
fromw llfully or know ngly renoving the | abels or identifying marks.

(5) A placard is not required for prepared foods for i medi ate sale
or ready to eat.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. DEFIN TIONS. The definitions in this
section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Departnment” neans the departnment of agriculture.

(2) "Know ngly" nmeans, wth respect to conduct or to a circunstance
descri bed by an offense, that the person is aware of the person's own
conduct or that the circunstance exists. A person acts knowngly with
respect to the result of conduct described by a statute defining an
of fense when the person is aware that it is highly probable that the
result will be caused by the person's conduct. Wen know edge of the
exi stence of a particular fact is an elenent of an offense, know edge
is established if a person is aware of a high probability of its
exi stence.

(3) "Label" nmeans a display of witten, printed, or graphic matter
on the imedi ate container of an article. "lImedi ate container" does
not include package |iners.

(4) "Labeling" nmeans |abels and other witten, printed, or graphic
matter: (a) On an article or its containers or wappers; or (b)
acconpanying the article.

(5) "Package" nmeans a container or wapping in which a consumner
coomodity is enclosed for use in the delivery or display of that
consuner commodity to retail purchasers. "Package" does not incl ude:
(a) Shipping containers or wappings used solely for the transportation
of a consuner commodity in bulk or in quantity to manufacturers,
packers, or processors or to wholesale or retail distributors; or (b)
shi pping containers or outer wappings used by retailers to ship or
deliver a commodity to retail custonmers if the containers and w appi ngs
bear no printed matter pertaining to a particular commodity.

(6) "Person" nmeans an individual, partnership, corporation,
conpany, society, or association.

(7) "Placard" means a nonpernmanent sign used to display or describe
food itens for sale in a food service establishnment or retail neat
est abl i shment .
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(8) "Purposely" nmeans, with respect to a result or to conduct
described by a statute defining an offense, that it is the person's
conscious object to engage in that conduct or to cause that result.
When a particular purpose is an elenment of an offense, the elenent is
established al though the purpose is conditional, unless the condition
negates the harmor evil sought to be prevented by the | aw defining the
of f ense.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. PENALTIES. (1) A person engaged in the
business of retail vending of nuscle cuts and ground beef, pork,
poultry, or |lanb who knowi ngly or purposely offers those products for
sal e without ensuring that the products are clearly | abeled as to the
country of origin, as provided in section 1(2) of this act, is subject
to the penalties in this subsection.

(a) For a first offense, a vendor shall be fined an anpunt not to
exceed one hundred dol | ars;

(b) For a second offense, a vendor shall be fined an anmount not to
exceed two hundred fifty dollars; and

(c) For a third or subsequent offense, a vendor shall be fined an
anount not to exceed five hundred doll ars.

(2) A person engaged in the business of retail vending of beef,
pork, poultry, or lanb who know ngly renoves any | abels or identifying
marks from beef, pork, poultry, or lanb that is labeled as to the
country of originis guilty of a m sdeneanor and upon conviction shal
be fined an anbunt not to exceed five hundred dollars or be inprisoned
in the county jail for a termnot to exceed six nonths, or both.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. RULE- MAKI NG AUTHORI TY. (1) The departnent
may adopt rules to inplenment and enforce this chapter. The rules
adopt ed by the departnent may include but are not limted to:

(a) Statenents that delineate the difference between inported and
uninported raw agricultural commodities for the purpose of this
chapter;

(b) The preferred | abeling or placarding nethod for each commodity
type identified in this chapter; and

(c) Oher rules that the departnent considers necessary to enforce
this chapter.
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(2) The rules adopted to inplenment this chapter may not unduly
restrict a person from conducting busi ness.

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 5. CONFLICT W TH FEDERAL REQUI REMENTS. |f any
provision of this act or its application to any person or circunstance
is held invalid due to a conflict with federal law, the conflicting
part of this act is inoperative solely to the extent of the conflict,
and such hol di ng does not affect the operation of the remainder of this
act or the application of the provision to other persons or
ci rcunst ances.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. SHORT TITLE. This chapter may be known and
cited as the country of origin |abeling act.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 7. CAPTIONS NOTI' LAW Captions used in this
chapter are not any part of the | aw

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. SEVERABILITY. |If any provision of this act
or its application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. Sections 1 through 8 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 16 RCW

~-- END ---
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