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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6360

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Health & Long-Term Care (originally sponsored by Senators
Pflug, Keiser, Swecker, Fairley, Hewitt, Schoesler, and Kohl-Wlles)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 08/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to establishing a task force on primary care
medi cal practice; creating new sections; and providing an expiration
dat e.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:
NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the citizens of

Washi ngt on deserve primary care physicians that they can trust and rely
upon for their health and ill ness care.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1)(a) The joint legislative task force on
primary care medical practice is established, wth nenbers as provided
in this subsection:

(1) The president of the senate shall appoint one nenber from each
caucus of the senate.

(1i) The speaker of the house of representatives shall appoint one
menber from each caucus of the house of representatives.

(ti1) The governor shall appoint:

(A) Two persons representing physicians practicing in the state,
one of whom practices in a rural county, as defined in RCW82. 14. 370;

(B) Two nenbers representing conmunity clinics;
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(© Two nenbers representing health plans;

(D) Two nenbers representing the departnent of health; and

(E) Two nenbers representing the departnent of social and health
servi ces.

(b) The task force shall choose bipartisan cochairs fromanong its
| egi sl ati ve nenbershi p.

(2) The task force shall exam ne ways to recruit and retain primry
care physicians in the state, including providing greater reinbursenent
rates for primary care physicians who:

(a) Ensure that all patients have access to and know how to use a
nurse consul tant;

(b) Encourage fenmale patients to have a mammobgram on t he evi dence-
based recommended schedul e;

(c) Effectively inplenent strategies designed to reduce patients'
use of nonenergent energency room care;

(d) Communicate with patients through el ectronic neans; and

(e) Effectively manage blood sugar |levels of patients wth
di abet es.

(3) The task force, where feasible, may consult with individuals
fromthe public and private sector or ask such persons to establish an
advi sory conmttee. Menbers of the advisory commttee are not entitled
to expense rei nbursenent.

(4) The task force shall use legislative facilities, and staff
support shall be provided by senate commttee services and the house of
representatives office of programresearch

(5) Legislative nenbers of the task force shall be rei nbursed for
travel expenses in accordance with RCW 44.04.120. Nonl egi sl ati ve
menbers, except those representing an enployer or organization, are
entitled to be reinbursed for travel expenses in accordance wth RCW
43. 03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

(6) The expenses of the task force shall be paid jointly by the
senate and the house of representatives. Task force expenditures are
subject to approval by the senate facilities and operations conmttee
and the house executive rules conmttee, or their successor commttees.

(7) The task force shall report its findings and recommendati ons to
the appropriate commttees of the |egislature by Decenber 1, 2008.

(8) The task force shall report its findings and recommendations to
the office of financial managenent by Decenber 1, 2008, for
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consideration in the office of financial managenent's study of the
primary care system pursuant to Substitute Senate Bill No. 6282
(2008).

(9) This section expires Decenber 31, 2008.

--- END ---
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