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S-5078. 2

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6438

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Water, Energy & Tel econmunications (originally sponsored by
Senators Kohl-Welles, Rockefeller, OGem g, Honeyford, Mirray, Delvin,
and Pri denore)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 06/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to a statew de high-speed internet deploynent and
adoption effort; adding a new section to chapter 43.105 RCW and
provi di ng an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 43.105 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The legislature finds that the deploynent and adoption of
t el ecomruni cati ons services and i nformation technol ogy has resulted in
enhanced econom ¢ developnent and public safety for the state's
communities, inproved health care and educati onal opportunities, and a
better quality of life for the state's residents. Further, continued
progress in the deploynent and adoption of high-speed internet and
ot her advanced teleconmunications services, both |[|and-based and
wreless, is vital to ensuring Wshington renmains conpetitive and
continues to create business and job growh. The legislature finds
that the state nust encourage and support strategic partnerships of
public, private, nonprofit, and comunity-based sectors in the
conti nued growt h and devel opnent of tel ecomrunications and information
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technology for state residents and businesses, and do so through
formalized and structured arrangenents |ike the highly successful K-20
educat i onal network.

(2) The departnent, as the state agency responsible for
coordinating with the education sectors on the K-20 educational
network, shall work in simlar partnership wth the departnent of
community, trade, and economc developnent and the utilities and
transportation commssion to oversee and I|lead a conprehensive,
st at ew de hi gh-speed internet deploynent and adoption effort with the
foll ow ng goal s:

(a) Ensure that all state residents and busi nesses have access to
af fordabl e and reliable high-speed internet services;

(b) Achieve inproved technology Iliteracy, increased conputer
ownership, and high-speed internet use anobng state residents and
busi nesses;

(c) Establish and enpower |ocal technology planning teans and
partnerships to plan for inproved technology use across multiple
comunity sectors; and

(d) Est abl i sh and sustain an envi r onnent ripe for
t el ecommuni cations and technology investnent statew de, including
solicitation and receipt of grants, |loans, and other financial

mechani sns.

(3) The partnership in subsection (2) of this section shall convene
an initial work group of representatives of public, private, and
nonprofit agenci es and organi zati ons representi ng econom c devel opnent,
| ocal community devel opnent, community planning, technology planning,
education, health care, and other relevant entities as well as
representatives of tel econmunications providers, technol ogy conpani es,
t el econmuni cati ons uni ons, comunity-based organi zations, and rel evant
private sector entities.

(4) The partnership in subsection (2) of this section and the work
group in subsection (3) of this section shall, as specified in its
Decenber 1, 2008, report:

(a) Create and regularly update a geographic statew de inventory of
hi gh-speed internet service and other relevant tel ecommunications and
i nformation technol ogy services. The inventory shall:

(i) Identify geographic gaps in high-speed internet service through
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a nethod of geographic information system mapping of service
avai l ability and geographic informati on system anal ysis at the census
bl ock | evel;

(i1) Provide a baseline assessnent of statew de high-speed internet
deploynent in ternms of percentage of househol ds and busi nesses with
hi gh-speed internet availability;

(ti1) Provide updates to these data every six nonths; and

(iv) Build upon the initial utilities and transportati on conm ssion
br oadband di sparity study authorized by the legislature in 2007,

(b) Track statew de residential and busi ness adopti on of hi gh-speed
internet, conmputers, and related information technology; identify
barriers to adoption; and neasure progress on these data annually;

(c) Build and facilitate local technology planning teans and
partnerships with nmenbers representing cross-sections of the community,

including but not limted to representatives of busi ness,
t el ecomruni cations unions, K-12 education, health care, libraries,
hi gher education, comunity-based organizations, |ocal governnent,
tourism parks and recreation, and agriculture. Local technol ogy

pl anni ng teans shall benchmark technol ogy use across rel evant comunity
sectors, set goals for inproving technology use within each sector, and
devel op tactical business plans for achieving identified goals, wth
specific recommendati ons for online application devel opnment and demand
creation;

(d) Work collaboratively with high-speed internet providers and
t echnol ogy conpani es across the state to encourage depl oynent and use,
especially in unserved areas, through use of |ocal demand aggregati on,
mappi ng analysis, and creation of market intelligence to inprove the
i nvestnment rational e and busi ness case; and

(e) Establish progranms to inprove conputer ownership and internet
access for disenfranchi sed popul ati ons across the state.

(5) The partnership in subsection (2) of this section and the work
group in subsection (3) of this section shall provide a report to the
fiscal and tel ecommuni cations commttees in the senate and the house of
representatives on or before Decenber 1, 2008. The report shall
identify and nmake reconmmendati ons as appropriate for:

(a) Benchmarks, performance neasures, mlestones, deliverables,
tinmelines, and such other indicators of performance and progress as are
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necessary to guide developnent and inplenmentation of the statew de
hi gh- speed i nternet deploynent and adoption effort;
(b) A strategic plan to structure and appropriately scal e and phase

devel opnent and inplenentation of the effort so as to link to,
| everage, and otherw se synchronize with other relevant and rel ated
f undi ng, t echnol ogy, capi tal initiatives, i nvest nents, and

opportunities;

(c) Budget and legislation to be considered before the 2009
| egi sl ature;

(d) Safeguards to protect proprietary and confidential information
from uni ntended di scl osure under chapter 42.56 RCW

(e) A plan show ng conpl etion of baseline mapping of the state by
July 1, 2009, building on the pilot survey conducted by the utilities
and transportati on conm ssion; and

(f) A plan to launch community teans across the state by July 1,
20009.

(6) The partnership in subsection (2) of this section shall provide
an annual progress report together wth any recommendations for
strengthening the program to the fiscal and teleconmunications
commttees in the senate and the house of representatives not |ater
t han Decenber 1st, beginning in 2009, and cover the preceding fisca
year.

(7) The partnership in subsection (2) of this section may contract
Wi th other organizations to acconplish the objectives in this section.
Any such organi zati on shall have an established conpetency in working
with public and private sectors to acconplish w de-scal e depl oynent and
adoption of tel ecommuni cations and information technol ogy.

(8) This section expires June 30, 2011.

~-- END ---
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