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SENATE BI LL 6735

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Fairley, Oem g, and Kohl -Welles

Read first tinme 01/22/08. Referred to Committee on Labor, Comerce
Research & Devel opnent.

AN ACT Relating to dog purchaser protection; and adding a new
section to chapter 19.86 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 19.86 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1)(a) Every seller shall post in a conspicuous |ocation a notice
stating that purchasers of animals have specific rights under |aw and
that a witten statenent of the rights is avail abl e upon request by any
interested party. The notice shall be in one hundred point type and
read as follows: "Purchasers of animals fromthis seller are entitled
to specific rights under the |aw. Purchasers mnust be provided a
witten copy of the rights at the tinme of sale. Prospective purchasers
may receive a copy of the rights fromthis seller upon request."

(b) Every seller shall, at the time of sale or upon the request of
a prospective purchaser, provide a witten notice of rights under this
section. The notice shall be signed by the purchaser and the seller at
the tinme of sale acknow edgi ng receipt.

(2) Every seller shall, at the time of sale, deliver to the
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purchaser of each animal a witten statenent containing the follow ng
i nformati on:

(a) The date of the animal's birth, if known;

(b) The breeder's nanme and address, if known;

(c) The date the seller received the animal, if not bred by the
sel l er;

(d) The breed, sex, and color of the animal, and identifying marks
existing at the tine of sale. |If the animal is froma United States

departnent of agriculture |licensed source, the statenent shall contain
the individual identifying tag, tattoo, or color nunber for that
animal. If the breed is unknown or m xed, this fact shall be stated;

(e) Arecord of any inoculations and parasite or worm ng treatnents
admnistered to the animal, to the extent known, including dates of
adm ni stration and the type of vaccine or worm ng treatnent; and

(f) Arecord of any diagnosis froma |icensed veterinarian, and a
record of any treatnment or nedication received by the animal while in
the possession of the seller, whether provided by a |icensed
veterinarian or by the seller, and either of the foll ow ng:

(1) A statenment, signed by the seller and purchaser at the tine of
sale, that:

(A) The animal has no known di sease or ill ness;

(B) The ani mal has no known congenital or hereditary condition that
adversely affects the health of the animal at the tine of the sale, or
that is likely to adversely affect the health of the animal in the
future; or

(1i) A statenent disclosing any known heal th probl ens.

(3) The witten statenent required by subsection (2) of this
section shall be signed by both the seller, certifying the accuracy of
the statenent, and by the purchaser acknow edging receipt of the
st atement .

(4) I1f, wthin fifteen days after the date of purchase, a dog
purchased from a seller is determ ned, through physical exam nation,
di agnostic tests, or necropsy by a veterinarian, to be clinically il
or dies from any contagious or infectious illness or any parasitic
illness which renders it unfit for purchase or results in its death,
t he purchaser may exercise one of the follow ng options:

(a) Return the dog to the seller for a conplete refund of the
purchase price, not including the sales tax;
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(b) Return the dog to the seller for a replacenent dog of equa
value of the purchaser's choice, providing a replacenent dog is
avai | abl e;

(c) Retain the dog and be entitled to receive reinbursenent from
the seller for reasonable veterinary fees incurred in curing or
attenpting to cure the affected dog, subject to the [imtation that the
seller's liability for reinbursenent shall not exceed the purchase
price, not including sales tax, of the dog. This subsection (4)(c)
shall apply only if the purchaser's veterinarian determ nes the dog's
illness can be treated by procedures that are appropriate and
customary. The value of these services is considered reasonable if
conparable to the value of simlar services rendered by other |icensed
veterinarians in reasonable proximty to the treating veterinarian.
Rei mbur senent shall not include the costs of the initial veterinary
exam nation fee and di agnostic or treatnment fees not directly related
to the veterinarian's certification that the animal is unfit for
purchase pursuant to this section

For the purposes of this subsection, veterinary findings of
intestinal and external parasites shall not be grounds for declaring

the dog unfit for purchase unless the dog is clinically ill or dies due
to that condition. A dog shall not be found unfit for purchase on
account of injury sustained or illness not existent in the aninmal on or

before delivery to the purchaser

If, within one year after the date of purchase, a dog purchased
from a seller is certified through physical exam nation, diagnostic
tests, or necropsy by a veterinarian that the dog has, or has died
from a defect which is congenital or hereditary and which adversely
affects or affected the health of the animal, and that existed in the
animal on or before delivery to the purchaser, the purchaser may
exercise one of the options as provided in (a), (b), and (c) of this
subsecti on.

Renedi es avail abl e under (a), (b), and (c) of this subsection shall
al so apply to repl acenent dogs.

(5 A veterinarian's certification of illness, congenital or
hereditary defects, or death shall be necessary for a refund or
repl acenent or to receive reinbursenent for veterinary costs if the dog
is retained by the purchaser and treated for illness or congenital or
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hereditary defect as provided in this section. The veterinarian's
certification shall be supplied at the purchaser's expense. The
veterinarian's certification shall state the follow ng information

(a) The purchaser's nane and address;

(b) The date the dog was exam ned,;

(c) The breed and age of the dog;

(d)(i) That the veterinarian exam ned the dog;

(1i) That the dog has or had an illness as described in subsection
(4) of this section or a defect as described in subsection (4) of this
section which renders it unfit for purchase or which resulted in its
deat h; and

(iii1) The precise findings of the exam nation, diagnostic tests, or
necr opsy;

(e) The treatnment recommended, if any, and an estimate or the
actual cost of the treatnent should the purchaser choose to retain the
dog and seek reinbursenent for veterinary fees to cure or attenpt to
cure the dog; and

(f) The veterinarian's nanme, address, telephone nunber, and

si gnat ure.

Wthin five business days of a veterinary examnation which
certifies illness, defect, or death, the purchaser shall notify the
seller of the nane, address, and tel ephone nunber of the exam ning
veterinari an. Failure to notify the seller or to carry out the

recommended treatnent prescribed by the exam ning veterinarian who nade
the initial diagnosis until a renedy as provided for in subsection (4)
of this section is agreed upon shall result in the purchaser's
forfeiture of rights under this section. Subsection (4) of this
section shall not apply where a seller who has provided a health
certificate issued by a veterinarian discloses in witing at the tinme
of sale the health problem for which the buyer |ater seeks to return
t he dog. Such disclosures shall be signed by both the seller and
pur chaser.

Were the seller has provided a guarantee of good health,
subsection (4) of this section shall apply regardl ess of whether the
seller disclosed the health problemat the tinme of sale.

(6) The refund or reinbursenent required by this section shall be
made by the seller not later than fourteen days follow ng receipt of
the veterinarian's certification that the dog is unfit for purchase or
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has died from a condition defined as unfit for purchase in this
section. The certification shall be presented to the seller not |ater
t han seven days followi ng receipt thereof by the purchaser.

(7)(a) Any seller who advertises or otherw se represents that a dog
is registered or registerable shall provide the purchaser of the dog
with the followng information at the tine of sale:

(1) The breeder's nane and address;

(1i) The name and registration nunber of the dam and sire of the
purchased dog's litter;

(ii1) The nanme and address of the pedigree registry organization
where the dam and sire are registered.

(b) Al docunentation necessary to effect the registration of the
dog shall be provided by the seller to the owner within one hundred
twenty days of the date of sale. The one hundred twenty-day period may
be extended by the seller if the dog is being inported fromoutside the
United States by notifying the purchaser in witing of the reason for
the extension and a reasonable estimate of the arrival date of the
regi stration docunents.

(c) If the seller fails to provide this docunentation wthin one
hundred twenty days of the date of sale or fails to notify the
purchaser of an extension under (b) of this subsection, the purchaser
may el ect one of the foll ow ng renedies:

(i) Return the dog and receive a full refund of the purchase price,
not i ncluding sal es tax;

(1i) Retain the dog and receive a refund from the seller in an
anount equal to fifty percent of the purchase price, unless the seller
has m srepresented any of the information required to be provided when
a dog is advertised or otherwise represented to be registered as
regi sterable as set forth under (a) of this subsection, in which case
t he amount of the refund shall be the full purchase price of the dog,
not i ncluding sal es tax.

(d) The seller may withhold the dog's registration application
until the purchaser supplies the seller with a signed veterinarian's
certificate stating that the dog has been spayed or neutered, provided
that wthholding of the application was agreed to in witing by the
purchaser at the tine of sale.

The seller shall provide the registration application wthin ten
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days of receiving the veterinarian's certificate if the certificate is
suppl i ed beyond the one hundred twenty-day period provided for in (b)
of this subsection.

(8) As used in this section:

(a) "Seller" neans any person, business, or other entity, including
pet breeder, that sells nore than twenty animals or three litters
whi chever is greater, in a twelve-nonth period. "Seller" does not
i nclude animal control agencies, human societies, or other bona fide
nonprofit organi zations performng the functions of humane societies.

(b) "Unfit for purchase”" neans any disease, deformty, injury,
physical condition, illness or any defect which is congenital or
hereditary and which has a significant adverse effect on the health of
the animal or which was manifest, capable of diagnosis, or likely to
have been contracted on or before the sale and delivery of the ani nmal
to the consuner.

(c) "Veterinarian” neans an individual |icensed under the | aws of
the state of Washington or any other state to practice veterinary
medi ci ne and surgery.

~-- END ---
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