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SENATE BI LL 6815

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Rasnussen, Shin, Kastama, and Regal a

Read first tinme 01/24/08. Referred to Committee on Labor, Comerce
Research & Devel opnent.

AN ACT Relating to authorizing paid | eaves of absence for mlitary
personnel needs; anending RCW 49.86.050; adding a new section to
chapter 49.86 RCW creating a new section; and providing an effective
dat e.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. In order to support the famlies of mlitary
personnel serving in mlitary conflicts, and to assure that these
famlies are able to spend tine together during a mlitary nenber's
| eave from depl oynent, the legislature intends to provide fifteen days
pai d | eave.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 49.86 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The definitions in this section apply throughout this section
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(a) "Enployer" neans: (1) Any person, firm corporation
partnership, business trust, legal representative, or other business
entity which engages in any business, industry, profession, or activity
inthis state; (ii) the state, state institutions, and state agenci es;
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and (iii) any unit of l|ocal government including, but not limted to,
a county, city, t own, muni ci pal cor porati on, qguasi - muni ci pal
corporation, or political subdivision.

(b) "Enpl oyee" nmeans a person who perforns service for hire for an
enpl oyer, for an average of twenty or nore hours per week, and includes
all individuals enployed at any site owned or operated by an enpl oyer,
but does not include an i ndependent contractor.

(c) "Spouse" neans a husband or wfe.

(d) "Period of mlitary conflict" neans a period of war decl ared by
the United States congress, declared by executive order of the
president, or in which a nenber of a reserve conponent of the arned
forces is ordered to active duty pursuant to either sections 12301 and
12302 of Title 10 of the United States Code or Title 32 of the United
St at es Code.

(2) The spouse of a nenber of the arned forces of the United
States, national guard, or reserves who has been deployed during a
period of mlitary conflict shall be allowed up to fifteen days of
benefits under RCW 49.86.060 when their mlitary spouse is on |eave
from depl oynent during a period of mlitary conflict.

(3) The enployee spouse nust provide his or her enployer wth
notice, within five business days of receiving official notice that the
mlitary spouse will be on leave from deploynent, of his or her
intention to take the famly mlitary |eave.

(4) The leave provided for in this section is in addition to any
vacation, sick, or other |eave the enployee may be entitled.

(5 An enployer shall not retaliate against an enployee for
requesting or taking the | eave provided for in this section.

(6) The director shall adopt rules as necessary to inplenent this
section.

Sec. 3. RCW49.86.050 and 2007 ¢ 357 s 7 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Except under section 2 of this act, the maxi rum nunber of weeks
during which famly |eave insurance benefits are payable in an
application year is five weeks. ((Hewever)) Except under section 2 of
this act, benefits are not payable during a waiting period consisting
of the first seven calendar days of famly leave taken in an
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application year, whether the first seven cal endar days of famly |eave
are enpl oyer paid or unpaid.

(2)(a) The first paynent of benefits nust be made to an individual
wthin two weeks after the claimis filed or the famly | eave began,
whi chever is later, and subsequent paynents nust be made sem nonthly
thereafter.

(b) The paynent of benefits wunder this chapter shall not be
consi dered a binding determ nation of the obligations of the departnent
under this chapter. The acceptance of conpensation by the individual
shall 1ikew se not be considered a binding determ nation of his or her
rights under this chapter. Wenever any paynent of benefits under this
chapter has been nmade and tinely appeal therefrom has been made where
the final decision is that the paynent was inproper, the individua
shall repay it and recoupnment may be made from any future paynent due
to the individual on any claim under this chapter. The director may
exercise his or her discretion to waive, in whole or in part, the
anount of any such paynents where the recovery woul d be agai nst equity
and good consci ence.

(c) I'f an individual dies before he or she receives a paynent of
benefits, the paynent shall be nade by the departnent and distributed
consistent with the terns of the decedent's will or, if the decedent
dies intestate, consistent with the ternms of RCW 11. 04. 015.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act takes effect July 1, 2008.

~-- END ---

p. 3 SB 6815



	Section 1.
	Section 2.
	Section 3.
	Section 4.

