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SENATE BI LL 6897

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Kline, Pridenore, Rockefeller, and Jacobsen

Read first time 01/31/08. Referred to Conmttee on Water, Energy &
Tel ecomruni cat i ons.

AN ACT Relating to assessing the state's geothermal resources for
el ectrical power production; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that the Pacific
Nort hwest has unique geological features that include significant
geot hermal resources, and that other states and provinces in this
region are actively exploring and devel opi ng these resources for energy
production purposes. The legislature further finds that existing data
and analyses of these resources is now largely outdated and that
advances in technol ogy, increased energy prices, and increased interest
in |owcarbon energy sources has increased interest by electric
utilities and independent power producers in the state's geothernal
resour ces.

(2) The legislature therefore intends to authorize a conprehensive
review of the state's geothermal resources and nmake recommendati ons
regarding policy neasures to facilitate environnentally responsible
devel opnment of these resources for electric generation and concentrated
heati ng purposes.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The geothermal resource assessnent
commttee is created.

(2) The conmttee is conposed of the foll ow ng nenbers:

(a) The comm ssioner of public lands, or the comm ssioner's
desi gnee;

(b) The energy policy division of the departnent of community,
trade, and econom c devel opnent;

(c) The chair of the energy facility site evaluation council;

(d) The state geologist within the departnent of natural resources;

(e) The chair of the utilities and transportati on conm ssi on;

(f) Representatives of publicly owned and privately owned
utilities;

(g) Representatives of independent power producers;

(h) Representatives of geologists from academ c, research, and
private sectors;

(i) Representatives of other interested sectors, i ncl udi ng
agriculture, forestry, and environnental;

(j) Representatives of tribal governnments wth significant
geot hermal resource interests; and

(k) Representatives of federal agencies wth regulatory or |and
managenent responsibilities relating to the devel opnent of geothernal
i nterests.

(3) The commssioner of public lands, or the comm ssioner's
desi gnee, shall chair the commttee. The conm ssioner of public |ands
shall select the conmttee nenbers described in subsection (2)(f)
t hrough (k) of this section.

(4) The departnent of natural resources shall provide necessary
staff and adm nistrative support to the committee.

(5) The commttee shall conduct a conprehensive assessnent of the
geot her mal resources in the state and their pot enti al for
environnental |y responsi bl e devel opnent for power production purposes.
The assessnent nust include at |east the foll ow ng:

(a) A characterization of the geothermal resources in the state and
the potenti al for developnent for electrical generation and
concentrated heating purposes based upon currently enployed and
proj ect ed technol ogi es;

(b) The economc inplications of this developnent potential,
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i ncl udi ng community econon ¢ devel opnent, job creation, and state and
| ocal revenue benefits, including an assessnent for each county in the
st at e;

(c) A review of current |ease paynents on federal lands in the
state for geothermal |easing, described by county;

(d) Areview of state lands wth geothernmal devel opnent potential;

(e) Areviewof the effect of the state's water resource | aws and
policies on the devel opnment of geothermal resources; and

(f) Recommendations for legislative and adm nistrative actions
based upon this assessnment to encourage environnentally responsible
geot hernmal resource devel opnent in the state.

(6) The conmttee shall provide the assessnent and reconmendati ons
to the energy and fiscal commttees of the senate and house of
representatives by Decenber 1, 2008.

--- END ---
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