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SENATE BI LL 6942

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators MAuliffe, Brandland, Eide, Schoesler, Mrr, and King

Read first time 02/11/08. Referred to Conmttee on Early Learning &
K- 12 Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to paraeducator professional devel opnent; adding a
new section to chapter 28A. 400 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds:

(a) The office of the superintendent of public instruction
recogni zes the acconplishnments of classroom paraeducators to attain
professional growh devel opnent standards in order to increase
students' | earning achi evenent; and

(b) There is a growing need to provide support for regular
education students who have been identified as not neeting state
academ c standards. Hi ghly trained paraeducators can have a
significant inpact on those students who fall short of grade |evel
standards but do not neet the criteria to qualify for special education
or Title 1 resources. I ncreasing the know edge and skills of
paraeducators wll result in students reaching their highest potential.

(2) The purpose of this act is to develop a program for
par aeducators to increase their know edge of learning disabilities,
addressing different |earning styles, teaching strategies, and decodi ng
skills, which will result in a positive inpact on student achi evenent.
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The incentive provided by this act for paraeducators to pursue high
qgual ity professional devel opnment opportunities will result in providing
assistance to students' |learning needs and effectively help students
nmeet chal | engi ng academ c st andards.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 400
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) Paraeducators who have net the eligibility requirenents and
have applied to the office of the superintendent of public instruction
for certification shall recei ve additional conpensation as a
nonnegoti abl e state bonus of five hundred dollars or one percent of the
annual contracted sal ary anmount, whichever is greater.

(2) The superintendent of public instruction shall adopt rules
establ i shing paraeducator certification requirenents. Certification
shall be for five-year periods.

(3) In order to maintain paraeducator certification, a certificated
paraeducat or nust enroll in additional professional devel opnent courses
offered by the office of the superintendent of public instruction's
summer institutes and w nter conferences, thereby maximzing the
ef fectiveness of providing the resources for students to achieve state
st andards, and reach their highest possible academ c potential.

~-- END ---
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