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SENATE BI LL 6944

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Kastama, Keiser, Fairley, and Kohl-Welles

Read first time 02/12/08. Referred to Conmmttee on Ways & Means.

AN ACT Rel ating to discharge of long-termcare residents; adding a
new section to chapter 18.20 RCW and decl aring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 18.20 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) A boarding hone's voluntary w thdrawal from participation in
the nmedicaid program for residential care and services, while
continuing to provide services of the type provided by boardi ng hones,
is not an acceptable basis for the transfer or discharge of
medi cai d-el i gi bl e persons who were residing in the boarding honme on the
day before the effective date of the w thdrawal.

(2)(a) A boarding home that voluntarily wthdraws from
participation in the nedicaid programfor residential care and services
nmust provide notice to any person who begins residence in the boarding
home on or after the effective date of the nedicaid wthdrawal that:

(1) The boarding home will not participate in the nmedicaid program
Wi th respect to that person; and

(1i) The boarding home may transfer or discharge the person,
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followng notice, if the person is unable to pay the charges of the
facility, even if the person becones eligible for nedicaid assistance
for boarding hone services while residing at the boardi ng hone.

(b) The boarding hone shall provide notice orally and in witing in
a promnent manner on a separate page before the person begins
resi dence, and nust obtain the person's signed, witten acknow edgenent
of receipt of the information.

(c) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed as affecting any
requirenent that a boarding hone provide advance notice to the
departnment of its intention to voluntarily termnate the facility's
medi caid contract with the departnent.

(3) Notwi thstandi ng any other provision of this section, a nedicaid
contract between the departnent and a boarding honme is deened to
continue in effect after the effective date of the facility's voluntary
wi thdrawal from participation in the nedicaid programfor purposes of:

(a) Receiving paynents under the nedicaid programfor boardi ng hone
services provided to persons who were residing in the boarding hone on
the day before the effective date of the w thdrawal;

(b) Maintaining conpliance with all requirenents of the nedicaid
contract between the departnent and the facility; and

(c) Continuing to apply the oversight and enforcenent authority
provi ded under the departnent's contract, regul ations, and the | aw.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. This act is necessary for the immediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnent and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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