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SENATE JO NT RESOLUTI ON 8214

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Jacobsen

Read first tine . Referred to .

BE I T RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
STATE OF WASHI NGTON, | N LEGQ SLATI VE SESSI ON ASSEMBLED:

THAT, At the next general election to be held in this state the
secretary of state shall submt to the qualified voters of the state
for their approval and ratification, or rejection, an anendnent to
Article IV, section 3 of the Constitution of the state of Washington to
read as foll ows:

Article 1V, section 3. The judges of the suprene court shall be
el ected by the qualified electors of the state at |arge at the general
state election at the tines and places at which state officers are
el ected, unless sone other tine be provided by the |egislature. The
first election of judges of the suprene court shall be at the election
whi ch shall be held upon the adoption of this Constitution and the
judges elected thereat shall be classified by lot, so that two shall
hold their office for the termof three years, two for the termof five
years, and one for the termof seven years. The lot shall be drawn by
the judges who shall for that purpose assenble at the seat of
governnment, and they shall cause the result thereof to be certified to
the secretary of state, and filed in his office. The suprenme court
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shall select a chief justice fromits own nenbership to serve for a
four-year termat the pleasure of a majority of the court as prescribed
by suprene court rule. The chief justice shall preside at all sessions
of the supreme court. 1In case of the absence of the chief justice, the
majority of the remaining court shall select one of their nenbers to
serve as acting chief justice. After the first election the terns of
judges el ected shall be six years fromand after the second Monday in
January next succeeding their election. If a vacancy occurs in the
office of a judge of the suprene court the governor shall only appoint
a person to ensure the nunber of judges as specified by the
| egislature, to hold the office until the election and qualification of
a judge to fill the vacancy, which election shall take place at the
next succeedi ng general election, and the judge so elected shall hold
the office for the remainder of the unexpired term The termof office
of the judges of the suprene court, first elected, shall comence as
soon as the state shall have been admtted into the Union, and continue
for the term herein provided, and until their successors are elected
and qualified. The sessions of the suprene court shall be held at the

seat of governnment until otherw se provided by |aw However, the
|l egislature may enact a statute requiring the governor to fill such a
vacancy from a list of three or nore persons recommended by a

nonparti san conmi ssion conprising not less than seven nenbers, the
majority of whom shall be nonattorney nenbers, and the nmenbership of
whi ch shall be geoqgraphically representative and ethnically diverse.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the secretary of state shall cause
notice of this constitutional anendnent to be published at |east four
times during the four weeks next preceding the election in every | egal
newspaper in the state.

~-- END ---
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