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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8008

Passed Legislature - 2007 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Senators Prentice, Rockefeller, Berkey, Winstein, Kauffman, Marr,
Cem g, Kline, Hobbs, Mirray, Poulsen, Rasnussen, Kastama, Shin,
Franklin, Hatfield, Sheldon, Kohl-Wlles, Jacobsen, Fraser, Pridenore
and Kil mer

Read first time 01/29/2007. Referred to Committee on Governnent
Operations & El ections.

TO THE HONORABLE GECRGE W BUSH, PRESIDENT OF THE UNI TED STATES
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbled, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, The Philippine Islands was a territory of the United
States until July 4, 1946, and the United States had control over
Philippine nationals and its internal affairs. The Philippi nes
Commonweal th had no function in matters of foreign affairs and could
not declare war nor surrender its forces; and

VWHEREAS, On July 26, 1941, U.S. President Roosevelt issued a
Mlitary Order and invoked his powers under Section 2(a)(12) of the
Phi l'i ppi ne | ndependence Act (P.L. No. 77-127 Section 10(a)) to "cal
and order into the service of the Arnmed Forces of the United
States...all of the organized mlitary forces of the governnent of the
Commonweal th of the Philippines”; and

WHEREAS, World War Il is renenbered as The Good War that President
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Roosevelt clainmed to have defended the great human freedons agai nst the
encroachnent and attack of the dark forces of despotism and

WHEREAS, Filipino soldiers fought during Wrld War |1 under the
Anerican flag and under the direction and control of United States
mlitary | eaders pursuant to President Roosevelt's July 1941 Mlitary
Order; and

VWHEREAS, Shortly after the war in 1946, the U S. Congress passed
t he Rescission Act which specifically mandates that services rendered

by Filipino Wrld War Il veterans "...shall not be deenmed to have been
active mlitary, naval, or air service for the purposes of any |aw of
the United States conferring rights, privileges or benefits..."; and

VWHEREAS, The |l egislative rider appended to the 1946 Resci ssion Act
denies U S. mlitary status and benefits to those veterans who fought
under the command of officers of the US. Arned Forces in the
Phi |'i ppi nes; and

WHEREAS, The significant and adverse inpact of the 1946 Resci ssion
Act is its unjust discrimnation against Filipino soldiers of Wrld \War
Il by denying themeligibility for equal benefits adm nistered by the
departnent of veterans affairs; and

WHEREAS, Filipinos are the only national group singled out for
denial of full U S. veterans status while the soldiers of nore than
sixty-six other U S. allied countries, who were simlarly inducted into
the service of the arned forces of the United States during World War
1, were granted full U S. veterans status; and

VWHEREAS, The United States governnent has yet to fully restore the
rights, privileges, and benefits guaranteed, then taken away from
Filipino soldiers of WNWI; and

VWHEREAS, The gallantry, loyalty, and sacrifices of Filipino
veterans of WAN'I, who fought for freedom and denocracy in the Arned
Forces of the United States, deserve recognition and their honor and
dignity restored; and

VWHEREAS, There is no pending legislation in the U S. Congress that
will restore full United States veterans status to Filipino WANI
vet er ans;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the
Presi dent and Congress of the United States during the First Session of
the 110th Congress take action necessary to give priority in the
i ssuance of immgrant visas to the sons, daughters, and grandchildren
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of Filipino World War |l veterans who are or were naturalized citizens
of the United States, and anend the 1946 Resci ssion Act and honor our
country's noral obligation to restore these Filipino veterans full
United States veterans status with the mlitary benefits that they
deserve;

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress fromthe State of
Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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