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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1892

Passed Legislature - 2007 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By House Committee on Transportation (originally sponsored by
Represent ati ves Goodman, Rodne, O Brien, Jarrett, Lovick and Priest)

READ FI RST TI ME 3/5/07.

AN ACT Rel ating to the inpoundnent of vehicles by police officers;
and anendi ng RCW 46. 55. 113 and 46. 16. 010.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW46.55.113 and 2005 ¢ 390 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Wenever the driver of a vehicle is arrested for a violation of
RCW 46. 61.502, 46.61.504, 46.20.342, or 46.20.345, the vehicle is
subject to sunmary i npoundnent, pursuant to the terns and conditions of
an applicable local ordinance or state agency rule at the direction of
a |l aw enforcenent officer.

(2) In addition, a police officer may take custody of a vehicle, at
his or her discretion, and provide for its pronpt renoval to a place of
safety under any of the follow ng circunstances:

(a) Whenever a police officer finds a vehicle standing upon the
roadway in violation of any of the provisions of RCW 46.61.560, the
officer may provide for the renoval of the vehicle or require the
driver or other person in charge of the vehicle to nove the vehicle to
a position off the roadway;
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(b) Wenever a police officer finds a vehicle unattended upon a
hi ghway where the vehicle constitutes an obstruction to traffic or
j eopardi zes public safety;

(c) Whenever a police officer finds an unattended vehicle at the
scene of an accident or when the driver of a vehicle involved in an
accident is physically or nentally incapable of deciding upon steps to
be taken to protect his or her property;

(d) Whenever the driver of a vehicle is arrested and taken into
custody by a police officer;

(e) Whenever a police officer discovers a vehicle that the officer
determ nes to be a stolen vehicle;

(f) Whenever a vehicle without a special license plate, placard, or
decal indicating that the vehicle is being used to transport a person
with disabilities under RCW 46.16.381 is parked in a stall or space
clearly and conspicuously marked under RCW 46.61.581 which space is
provi ded on private property w thout charge or on public property;

(g) Upon determning that a person is operating a notor vehicle
without a valid driver's license in violation of RCW46.20.005 or with
a license that has been expired for ninety days or nore;

(h) When a vehicle is illegally occupying a truck, conmercia
| oadi ng zone, restricted parking zone, bus, |I|oading, hooded-neter,
taxi, street construction or naintenance, or other simlar zone where,
by order of the director of transportation or chiefs of police or fire
or their designees, parking is limted to designated classes of
vehicles or is prohibited during certain hours, on designated days or
at all tinmes, if the zone has been established with signage for at
| east twenty-four hours and where the vehicle is interfering wth the
proper and intended use of the zone. Signhage nust give notice to the
public that a vehicle will be renoved if illegally parked in the zone,_

(i) Wen a vehicle with an expired reqgistration of nore than
forty-five days is parked on a public street.

(3) Wien an arrest is made for a violation of RCW46. 20.342, if the
vehicle is a commercial vehicle and the driver of the vehicle is not
the owner of the vehicle, before the summary i npoundnent directed under
subsection (1) of this section, the police officer shall attenpt in a
reasonable and tinely manner to contact the owner of the vehicle and
may release the vehicle to the owner if the owner is reasonably

SHB 1892. SL p. 2
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avai l able, as long as the owner was not in the vehicle at the tine of
the stop and arrest and the owner has not received a prior release
under this subsection or RCW46.55.120(1) (a)(ii).

(4) Nothing in this section nay derogate fromthe powers of police
of ficers under the comon | aw. For the purposes of this section, a
pl ace of safety may include the business |location of a registered tow
truck operator.

Sec. 2. RCW46.16.010 and 2006 ¢ 212 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) It is unlawful for a person to operate any vehicle over and
al ong a public highway of this state without first having obtained and
having in full force and effect a current and proper vehicle |icense
and display vehicle |license nunber plates therefor as by this chapter
provi ded.

(2) Failure to make initial registration before operation on the
hi ghways of this state is a traffic infraction, and any person
commtting this infraction shall pay a penalty of five hundred twenty-
nine dollars, no part of which may be suspended or deferred.

(3) Failure to renew an expired registration before operation on
t he highways of this state is a traffic infraction.

(4) The licensing of a vehicle in another state by a resident of
this state, as defined in RCW46.16. 028, evading the paynent of any tax
or license fee inposed in connection with registration, is a gross
m sdenmeanor puni shabl e as fol | ows:

(a) For a first offense, up to one year in the county jail and
paynent of a fine of five hundred twenty-nine dollars plus tw ce the
anount of delinquent taxes and fees, no part of which may be suspended
or deferred,

(b) For a second or subsequent offense, up to one year in the
county jail and paynent of a fine of five hundred twenty-nine dollars
plus four times the anount of delinquent taxes and fees, no part of
whi ch may be suspended or deferred;

(c) For fines levied under (b) of this subsection, an anpunt equal
to the avoided taxes and fees owed will be deposited in the vehicle
Iicensing fraud account created in the state treasury;

(d) The avoi ded taxes and fees shall be deposited and distributed

p. 3 SHB 1892. SL
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in the sane manner as if the taxes and fees were properly paid in a
tinmely fashion

(5) These provisions shall not apply to the follow ng vehicl es:

(a) Modtorized foot scooters;

(b) Electric-assisted bicycles;

(c) Of-road vehicles operating on nonhighway roads under RCW
46. 09. 115;

(d) Farmvehicles if operated within a radius of fifteen mles of
the farm where principally used or garaged, farm tractors and farm
inplenments including trailers designed as cook or bunk houses used
exclusively for animal herding tenporarily operating or drawn upon the
public highways, and trailers wused exclusively to transport farm
i npl ements from one farm to another during the daylight hours or at
ni ght when such equi pnment has lights that conmply with the | aw,

(e) Spray or fertilizer applicator rigs designed and used
exclusively for spraying or fertilization in the conduct of
agricul tural operations and not primarily for the purpose of
transportation, and nurse rigs or equipnent auxiliary to the use of and
designed or nodified for the fueling, repairing, or |oading of spray
and fertilizer applicator rigs and not used, designed, or nodified
primarily for the purpose of transportation;

(f) Fork lifts operated during daylight hours on public highways
adj acent to and within five hundred feet of the warehouses which they
serve: PROVI DED FURTHER, That these provisions shall not apply to
vehi cl es used by the state parks and recreati on conm ssion excl usively
for park mai ntenance and operations upon public highways within state
par ks;

(g) "Trans" used for transporting persons to and from facilities
related to the horse racing industry as regulated in chapter 67.16 RCW
as long as the public right-of-way routes over which the trans operate
are not nore than one mle fromend to end, the public rights-of-way
over which the tram operates have an average daily traffic of not nore
than 15,000 vehicles per day, and the activity is in conformty wth
federal |aw The operator nust be a licensed driver and at | east
ei ghteen years ol d. For the purposes of this section, "tranml also
means a vehicle, or conbination of vehicles linked together with a
singl e node of propul sion, used to transport persons fromone | ocation
to anot her;

SHB 1892. SL p. 4
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(h) "Special highway construction equipnent” defined as follows:
Any vehicle which is designed and used primarily for grading of
hi ghways, paving of hi ghways, earth noving, and other construction work
on highways and which is not designed or used primarily for the
transportation of persons or property on a public highway and which is
only incidentally operated or noved over the highway. It includes, but
is not limted to, road construction and maintenance machinery so
desi gned and used such as portable air conpressors, air drills, asphalt
spreaders, bitum nous m xers, bucket |oaders, track laying tractors,
ditchers, leveling graders, finishing machines, notor graders, paving
m xers, road rollers, scarifiers, earth noving scrapers and carryalls,
lighting plants, welders, punps, power shovels and draglines, self-
propelled and tractor-drawn earth noving equipnment and machinery,
including dunp trucks and tractor-dunp trailer conbinations which
either (i) are in excess of the legal wdth, or (ii) which, because of
their Iength, height, or unladen weight, nay not be noved on a public
hi ghway wi thout the permt specified in RCW46.44.090 and which are not
operated | aden except within the boundaries of the project limts as
defined by the contract, and other simlar types of construction
equi prent, or (iii) which are driven or noved upon a public highway
only for the purpose of crossing such highway from one property to
anot her, provided such novenent does not exceed five hundred feet and
the vehicle is equipped with wheels or pads which will not damage the
roadway surface.

Excl usi ons:

"Speci al highway construction equi pnent” does not include any of
the fol |l ow ng:

Dunmp trucks originally designed to conply with the I egal size and
wei ght provisions of this «code notwithstanding any subsequent
nodi fication which would require a permt, as specified in RCW
46. 44.090, to operate such vehicles on a public highway, including
trailers, truck-nounted transit m xers, cranes and shovels, or other
vehicl es designed for the transportation of persons or property to
whi ch machi nery has been attached.

(6) The following vehicles, whether operated solo or in
conbi nation, are exenpt from license registration and displaying
license plates as required by this chapter:

p. 5 SHB 1892. SL
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(a) A converter gear used to convert a semtrailer into a trailer
or a two-axle truck or tractor into a three or nore axle truck or
tractor or used in any other manner to increase the nunber of axles of
a vehicle. Converter gear includes an auxiliary axle, booster axle,
dolly, and jeep axle.

(b) A tow dolly that is used for towng a notor vehicle behind
anot her notor vehicle. The front or rear wheels of the towed vehicle
are secured to and rest on the towdolly that is attached to the tow ng
vehicle by a tow bar.

(c) An off-road vehicle operated on a street, road, or highway as
aut hori zed under RCW 46. 09. 180.

(7)(a) A notor vehicle subject to initial or renewal registration
under this section shall not be registered to a natural person unl ess
the person at time of application:

(i) Presents an unexpired Washington state driver's |icense; or

(1i) Certifies that he or she is:

(A) A Washington resident who does not operate a notor vehicle on
public roads; or

(B) Exenpt from the requirenment to obtain a Washington state
driver's license under RCW 46. 20. 025.

(b) For shared or joint ownership, the departnment will set up
procedures to verify that all owners neet the requirenents of this
subsecti on.

(c) A person falsifying residency is guilty of a gross m sdeneanor
puni shable only by a fine of five hundred twenty-nine dollars.

(d) The departnent may adopt rules necessary to inplenment this
subsection, including rules under which a natural person applying for
registration may be exenpt from the requirenents of this subsection
where the person provides evidence satisfactory to the departnent that
he or she has a valid and conpelling reason for not being able to neet
the requirenents of this subsection.

(8) A vehicle with an expired registration of nore than forty-five
days parked on a public street may be inpounded by a police officer
under RCW 46.55.113(2).

Passed by the House March 12, 2007.

Passed by the Senate April 12, 2007.

Approved by the Governor April 30, 2007.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State April 30, 2007.
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