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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1968

Passed Legislature - 2007 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By House Committee on Conmmerce & Labor (originally sponsored by
Represent ati ves Sinpson, Conway and O nsby)

READ FI RST TI ME 2/ 28/ 07.

AN ACT Relating to sprinkler fitters; adding a new chapter to Title
18 RCW prescribing penalties; and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Certificate" nmeans a certificate of conpetency granted by the
director under the terns of this chapter, and is valid within the state
and all political subdivisions, and neets all of the requirenents for
license or certification that nmay be applied by the political
subdi vi si ons.

(2) "Contractor"™ neans any person, corporation, or other entity,
| i censed under chapter 18.160 RCW which perforns any work covered by
the provisions of this chapter.

(3) "Director” nmeans the state director of fire protection

(4) "Fire protection sprinkler fitting" nmeans installing, altering,
and repairing sprinkler, standpipe, hose, or other hazard systens for
fire protection purposes that are an assenbly of piping or conduit
beginning at the connection to the primary water supply within a

p. 1 ESHB 1968. SL



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

N NN R R R RRRRR R R
N P O © 00 NO O D WDNN B, O

23
24
25
26

27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

bui l di ng, sprinkler tank heaters, air lines, and all tanks and punps
attached thereto.

(5) "Journey-level sprinkler fitter" neans any person who has been
issued a certificate by the director as provided by this chapter.

(6) "NFPA 13-D' neans the standard in use by the national fire
protection association for the installation of fire protection
sprinkler systens in one and two-famly dwellings and manufactured
homes whenever the provisions of this chapter are applied.

(7) "NFPA 13-R' neans the standard in use by the national fire
protection association for the installation of fire protection
sprinkler systens in residential dwellings up to and including four
stories in height whenever the provisions of this chapter are applied.

(8) "Person" means a natural person, including an owner, nanager,
partner, officer, enployee, or occupant.

(9) "Residential sprinkler fitter" means anyone who has been issued
a certificate by the director limted to installation, naintenance, and
repair of the fire protection sprinkler system of residential
occupanci es as defined by NFPA 13-D and NFPA 13-R

(10) "Trainee" neans anyone who has been issued a training
certificate by the director who is learning the fire protection
sprinkler fitting trade under the direct supervision of a journey-I|evel
sprinkler fitter or residential sprinkler fitter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) This chapter shall be adm nistered by
the director.

(2) The director may adopt rules necessary for the adm nistration
of this chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) No person may engage in the trade of
fire protection sprinkler fitting without having a valid journey-Ievel
sprinkler fitter certificate, residential sprinkler fitter certificate,
training certificate, or tenporary certificate, wth the exception of
a certified plunber installing a residential fire protection sprinkler
system connected to potable water requiring a plunbing certificate.

(2) No contractor may enploy a person in violation of subsection
(1) of this section to performfire protection sprinkler fitting work.

(3) A person found by the director to have commtted an infraction
under this chapter shall be assessed a nonetary penalty as set by rule.

ESHB 1968. SL p. 2
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(4) Each day in which a person engages in the trade of fire
protection sprinkler fitting in violation of subsection (1) of this
section or enploys a person in violation of subsection (2) of this
section is considered a separate infraction.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The director shall adopt a witten
exam nation to be admnistered to applicants for certificates.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. (1) Every applicant for a certificate shal
pay an exam nation fee and satisfactorily pass an exam nation as
provi ded by rule.

(2) Every applicant for a certificate shall apply to the director
on an application formprovided by the director and pay the application
fee as provided by rule.

(3)(a) Every applicant for a journey-level sprinkler fitter
certificate shall provide evidence to the director on a form provided
by the director of at |east eight thousand hours of trade-related fire
protection sprinkler fitting experience.

(b) Every applicant for a residential sprinkler fitter certificate
shall provide evidence to the director on a form provided by the
director of at |l|east four thousand hours of trade-related fire
protection sprinkler fitting or residential sprinkler fitting
experi ence.

(4) Every applicant for a training certificate shall provide
evidence to the director on a formprovided by the director of trade-
rel ated enpl oynent by a contractor

(5)(a) The director shall grant a journey-level sprinkler fitter
certificate wi thout exam nation to any applicant who, during the ninety
days following the effective date of this section, submts an
application for such certification and evidence of his or her
enpl oynent as a journey-level sprinkler fitter for a period of not |ess
t han ei ght thousand hours.

(b) The director shall grant a residential sprinkler fitter
certificate wi thout exam nation to any applicant who, during the ninety
days following the effective date of this section, submts an
application for such certification and evidence of his or her
enpl oynent as a journey-level sprinkler fitter or a residential
sprinkler fitter for a period of not |less than four thousand hours.
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(6) The director nmay grant a certificate wi thout exam nation to any
applicant who is a journey-level sprinkler fitter or residential
sprinkler fitter froma state whose requirenents for certification are
at | east substantially equivalent to the requirenents of this state,
and which extends the sane privileges of reciprocity to journey-Ievel
sprinkler fitters or residential sprinkler fitters fromthis state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. (1) A certificate expires on Decenber 31st.

(2) The certificate shall be renewed every other year.

(3) Before the expiration date of the certificate, every applicant
shall reapply to the director on an application form provided by the
director and pay the application fee as provided by rule.

(4) If acertificate is not renewed before its expiration date, an
appl i cant nust:

(a) Apply to the director on an application form provided by the
di rector;

(b) Pay an application fee to the director as provided by rule;

(c) Pay an exam nation fee as provided by rule; and

(d) Successfully pass the witten examnation required by this
chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. Al receipts fromfees and charges or from
the noney generated by the rules adopted under this chapter shall be
deposited into the fire protection contractor license fund created in
RCW 18. 160. 050 and used for the purposes authorized under this chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. An authorized representative of the director
may investigate alleged violations of this chapter. Upon request of an
authorized representative, a person performng fire protection
sprinkler fitting or residential sprinkler fitting work nust produce
evidence of a certificate issued by the director in accordance wth
this chapter. Failure to produce such evidence is an infraction as
provi ded by section 3 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. A person wishing to appeal a determ nation
of infraction under this chapter nust file an appeal within twenty days
of the date of the notice of infraction in accordance with chapter
34. 05 RCW

ESHB 1968. SL p. 4
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 10. The director shall imedi ately suspend any
certificate issued under this chapter if the hol der has been certified
pursuant to RCW 74.20A. 320 by the departnent of social and health
services as a person who is not in conpliance with a support order. If
the person has continued to neet all other requirenents for
certification during the suspension, reissuance of the certificate
shall be automatic upon the director's receipt of a release issued by
t he departnent of social and health services stating that the person is
in conpliance with the order.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 11. Sections 1 through 10 of this act
constitute a new chapter in Title 18 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 12. This act takes effect January 1, 20009.

Passed by the House March 14, 2007.

Passed by the Senate April 11, 2007.

Approved by the Governor May 11, 2007.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 11, 2007.
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