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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2115

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legislature - 2007 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By House Committee on Capital Budget (originally sponsored by
Representatives Newhouse, Lant z, B. Sul |'i van, Hai | ey, G ant,
VanDeWege, Warnick, Kelley, Pedersen, Appleton, Quall, Seaquist,
Hunt, Sinpson, MDernott and O nsby)

READ FI RST TI ME 3/5/07.

AN ACT Relating to establishing the Washington state heritage barn
preservation program anending RCW 27.34.020; adding new sections to
chapter 27.34 RCW creating new sections; and providing an expiration
dat e.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that historic barns
are essential synbols of Washington's heritage representing a
pi oneering spirit of industriousness. |Inportant for their association
with broad patterns of agricultural history and community devel opnent
and as exanples of distinct architectural styles and nethods of
construction, historic barns serve as highly visible icons for |oca
residents and visitors alike. The | egislature acknow edges that
factors such as changes in the agricultural econony and farmng
technol ogi es, prohibitive rehabilitation costs, devel opnent pressures,
and regulations restricting new uses, collectively wrk to endanger
hi storic barns statew de and contribute to their falling into decay or
bei ng denol i shed al t oget her.

As historic barns represent irrepl aceabl e resources, and
recogni zing that barn preservation will work to retain these structures
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as functional and economcally viable elenents of working |ands, the
purpose of this act is to create a system acknow edgi ng heritage barns
statew de that provides energency assistance to heritage barn owners
through matching grants, assesses the need for |long-term barn
preservation, and considers additional incentives and regulatory
revisions that work toward the preservation of heritage barns as
i ntegral conponents of Washington's historic | andscapes.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The Washington state heritage barn
preservation programis created in the departnent.

(2) The director, in consultation wth the heritage barn
preservation advisory board, shall conduct a thematic study of
Washi ngton state's barns. The study shall include a determ nation of

types, an assessnent of the nobst unique and significant barns in the
state, and a condition and needs assessnent of historic barns in the
state.

(3)(a) The departnent, in consultation with the heritage barn
preservation advisory board, shal | establish a heritage barn
recognition program To apply for recognition as a heritage barn, the
barn owner shall supply to the departnent photos of the barn, photos of
the farm and surroundi ng | andscape, a brief history of the farm and a
construction date for the barn.

(b) Three tinmes a year, the governor's advisory council on historic
pl aces shall review the list of barns submtted by the departnment for
formal recognition as a heritage barn.

(4) Eligible applicants for heritage barn preservation fund awards
include property owners, nonprofit or gani zati ons, and | ocal
gover nnent s.

(5) To apply for support fromthe heritage barn preservation fund,
an applicant nust submt an application to the departnent in a form
prescribed by the departnent. Applicants nust provide at least fifty
percent of the cost of the project through in-kind |abor, the
applicant's own noneys, or other funding sources.

(6) The followi ng types of projects are eligible for funding:

(a) Stabilization of endangered heritage barns and related
agricultural buildings, including but not |imted to repairs to
foundations, sills, wndows, walls, structural framework, and the
repair and repl acenent of roofs; and

SHB 2115. SL p. 2
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(b) Work that preserves the historic character, features, and
materials of a historic barn.

(7) I'n making awards, the advisory board shall consider the
followng criteria:

(a) Relative historical and cultural significance of the barn;

(b) Urgency of the threat and need for repair;

(c) Extent to which the project preserves historic character and
extends the wuseful I|ife of the barn or associated agricultural
bui | di ng;

(d) Visibility of the barn froma state designated scenic byway or
ot her publicly travel ed way;

(e) Extent to which the project |everages other sources of
financi al assi stance;

(f) Provision for |long-term preservation;

(g Readiness of the applicant to initiate and conplete the
project; and

(h) Extent to which the project contributes to the equitable
geographic distribution of heritage barn preservation fund awards
across the state.

(8 In awarding funds, special consideration shall be given to
barns that are:

(a) Still in agricultural use;

(b) Listed on the national register of historic places; or

(c) Qutstanding exanples of their type or era.

(9) The conditions in this subsection nust be nmet by recipients of
funding in order to satisfy the public benefit requirenments of the
heritage barn preservation program

(a) Recipients nust execute a contract with the departnent before
commenci ng wor k. The contract nust include a historic preservation
easenent for between five to fifteen years depending on the anmount of
the award. The contract nust specify public benefit and m nimum
mai nt enance requirenents.

(b) Recipients must proactively maintain their historic barn for a
m ni mum of ten years.

(c) Public access to the exterior of properties that are not
visible from a public right-of-way nust be provided under reasonable
terms and circunstances, including the requirenment that visits by

p. 3 SHB 2115. SL
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nonprofit organi zati ons or school groups nust be offered at |east one
day per year.

(10) Al work must conply with the United States secretary of the
interior's standards for the rehabilitation of historic properties;
however, exceptions may be made for the retention or installation of
metal roofs on a case-by-case basis.

(11) The heritage barn preservation fund shall be acknow edged on
any materials produced and in publicity for the project. A sign
acknow edgi ng the fund shall be posted at the worksite for the duration
of the preservation agreenent.

(12) Projects nust be initiated within one year of funding approval
and conpleted within two years, unless an extension is provided by the
departnment in witing.

(13) If a recipient of a heritage barn preservation fund award, or
subsequent owner of a property that was assisted by the fund, takes any
action within ten years of the funding award with respect to the
assisted property such as dismantlenent, renoval, or substantial
alteration, which causes it to be no longer eligible for listing in the
Washi ngton heritage register, the fund shall be repaid in full wthin
one year.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The director shall establish a
Washi ngton state heritage barn preservation advisory board that
i ncl udes:

(a) Two nenbers representing owners of heritage barns nom nated by
recogni zed agricul tural organizations;

(b) The chair of the advisory council, or the chair's designee;

(c) A representative of a statewide historic preservation
or gani zati on;

(d) A representative of a county heritage commssion that is
recogni zed by the departnent as a certified |ocal governnent;

(e) Two elected county officials, one appointed by the WAshi ngton
state association of counties and one appointed by the Washington
associ ation of county officials;

(f) A representative of a private foundation with an interest in
t he preservation of barns;

(g A representative of a land trust that is experienced wth
easenents; and

SHB 2115. SL p. 4
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(h) At least one at-large nenber with appropriate expertise in barn
architecture, architectural history, construction, engineering, or a
related field.

(2) The director may invite representatives of federal agencies
t hat have barn preservation prograns or expertise to participate on the
advi sory board, who shall serve as ex-officio nmenbers.

(3) The director shall work to assure that the advisory board
menbers are from di verse geographic regions of the state. The director
may serve as chair, or appoint a person to serve as chair.

(4) The advisory board shall provide advice to the director
regar di ng:

(a) The criteria for designation of heritage barns;

(b) The criteria for determining eligibility for grant funds
including contracting provisions between the departnment and grant
reci pi ents. In developing this criteria, the departnent and the
advi sory board shall consult with the state attorney general; and

(c) The criteria for awarding grants for barn rehabilitation.

(5) The advisory board shall exam ne regul atory issues that inpose
constraints on the ability to use heritage barns for contenporary
econom cal |y productive purposes including building and | and use codes.

(6) By Decenmber 1, 2010, the departnent shall provide a fina
report to appropriate conmttees of the legislature that sunmari zes the
acconplishnents of the program addresses regulatory issues exam ned
under subsection (5) of this section, and makes final reconmendati ons.

(7) This section expires Decenber 31, 2010.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. (1) The heritage barn preservation fund is
created as an account in the state treasury. Al receipts from
appropriations and private sources nust be deposited into the account.
Moneys in the account nmay be spent only after appropriation.
Expenditures fromthe account may be used only to provide assistance to
owners of heritage barns in Washington state in the stabilization and
restoration of their barns so that these historic properties nmay
continue to serve the community.

(2) The departnment shall mnimze the anount of funds that are used
for program adm nistration, which shall include consultation with the
departnment of general admnistration's barrier-free facilities program

p. 5 SHB 2115. SL
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for input regarding accessibility for people with disabilities where
public access to historic barns is permtted.

(3) The primary public benefit of funding through the heritage barn
preservation programis the preservati on and enhancenent of significant
historic properties that provide economc benefit to the state's
citizens and enrich communities throughout the state.

Sec. 5. RCW27.34.020 and 2005 ¢ 333 s 13 are each anended to read
as follows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwise, the definitions in
this section apply throughout this chapter:

(1) "Advisory council" neans the advisory council on historic
preservation.

(2) "Department” nmeans the departnent of archaeol ogy and historic
preservation.

(3) "Director” nmeans the director of the departnment of archaeol ogy
and historic preservation.

(4) "Federal act" neans the national historic preservation act of
1966 (Public Law 89-655; 80 Stat. 915).

(5) "Heritage barn" neans any large agricultural outbuilding used
to house aninmals, crops, or farm equipnent, that is over fifty years
old and has been determ ned by the departnent to: (a) Be eligible for
listing on the Washington heritage register or the national reqgister of
hi storic places; or (b) have been listed on a local historic register
and approved by the advisory council. In addition to barns, "heritage
barn" includes agricultural resources such as mlk houses, sheds,
silos, or other outbuildings, that are historically associated with the
working life of the farm or ranch, if these outbuildings are on the
sane property as a heritage barn.

(6) "Heritage council" means the Washi ngton state heritage council

((8y)) (7)) "Hstoric preservation” includes the protection,
rehabilitation, restoration, identification, scientific excavation, and
reconstruction of districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects
significant in Anerican and Washington state history, architecture,
ar chaeol ogy, or culture.

((H)) (8) "Preservation officer" mnmeans the state historic
preservation officer as provided for in RCWA43.334.020.

SHB 2115. SL p. 6
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((8))) (9) "Project" neans progranms leading to the preservation
for public benefit of historical properties, whether by state and | ocal
governments or other public bodies, or private organizations or
i ndi viduals, including the acquisition of title or interests in, and
t he devel opnent of, any district, site, building, structure, or object
that is significant in American and Wshington state history,
architecture, archaeol ogy, or culture, and property used in connection
therewith, or for its devel opnent.

((69Y)) (10) "State historical agencies" neans the state historica
societies and the departnent.

((£28)y)) (11) "State historical societies" neans the Washington
state historical society and the eastern Washington state historica
soci ety.

((&)) (12) "Cultural resource nmanagenent plan" neans a
conprehensive plan which identifies and organizes information on the
state of Washington's historic, archaeological, and architectural
resources into a set of nmanagenent criteria, and which is to be used
for producing reliable decisions, reconmmendations, and advice relative
to the identification, evaluation, and protection of these resources.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 2007, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
voi d.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. Sections 2 through 4 of this act are each
added to chapter 27.34 RCW

Passed by the House April 17, 2007.

Passed by the Senate April 11, 2007.

Approved by the Governor My 4, 2007.

Filed in OOfice of Secretary of State May 7, 2007.
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