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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5315

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2007 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session

By Senate Commttee on Natural Resources, Ocean & Recreation
(originally sponsored by Senators Schoesler, Rasnussen, Hol ngui st,
Shel don, Honeyford, Stevens, Cenents, Morton, Delvin, Hatfield,
Kil mer, Shin and Roach)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 28/ 07.

AN ACT Relating to property access during forest fires; anending
RCW 47. 48. 040; adding a new section to chapter 36.28A RCW and addi ng
a new section to chapter 47.48 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 36.28A RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The Washi ngton associ ation of sheriffs and police chiefs shal
convene a nodel policy work group to develop a nodel policy for
sheriffs regarding residents, [|andowers, and others in |awul
possession and control of land in the state during a forest fire or
wildfire. The nodel policy nust be designed in a way that, first and
forenost, protects life and safety during a forest fire or wildfire.
The nodel policy nust include guidance on allow ng access, when safe
and appropriate, to residents, |andowners, and others in |awul
possession and control of land in the state during a wldfire or forest
fire. The nodel policy nmust specifically address procedures to all ow,
when safe and appropriate, residents, |andowners, and others in | awf ul
possession and control of land in the state access to their residences
and | and to:
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(a) Conduct fire prevention or suppression activities;

(b) Protect or retrieve any property located in their residences or
on their land, including equipnent, |ivestock, or any other bel ongi ngs;
or

(c) Undertake activities under both (a) and (b) of this subsection.

(2) I'n devel oping the policy under subsection (1) of this section,
the association shall consult wth appropriate stakeholders and
gover nment agenci es.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 47.48 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Each county sheriff may, wuntil a nodel policy pursuant to
section 1 of this act is developed and inplenented in the sheriff's
county, establish and maintain a registry of persons authorized to
access their land during a forest or wldfire. Upon request, the
sheriff must include in the registry persons who denonstrate ownership
of agriculture land or forest land within the county and who possess
equi prent that my be wused for fire prevention or suppression
activities. Persons included in the registry nust be allowed to access
their property to conduct fire prevention or suppression activities
despite the closure of any state highway, county road, or city street
under this chapter

(2)(a) Residents, |andowners, and others in |awful possession and
control of land in the state are not liable for unintentional injuries
or loss suffered by persons entering upon, or passing through, their
| and pursuant to this section.

(b) Federal, state, and |ocal agencies, and their enployees, are
not liable for any action, or failure to act, when facilitating the
access described in this section.

Sec. 3. RCWA47.48.040 and 1977 ex.s. ¢ 216 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Except as provided under section 2 of this act, when any state
hi ghway, county road, or city street or portion thereof shall have been
closed, or when the maxinmum speed |imt thereon shall have been
reduced, for all vehicles or any class of vehicles, as by | aw provi ded,
any person, firm_ or corporation disregarding such closing or reduced
speed limt shall be guilty of a m sdeneanor, and shall in addition to
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any penalty for violation of the provisions of this section, be liable
in any civil action instituted in the nane of the state of Washi ngton
or the county or city or town having jurisdiction for any damages
occasi oned to such state highway, county road, or city street, as the
case may be, as the result of disregarding such closing or reduced
speed limt.

Passed by the Senate April 14, 2007.

Passed by the House April 5, 2007.

Approved by the Governor May 1, 2007.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 2, 2007.

p. 3 SSB 5315. SL



	Section 1.
	Section 2.
	Section 3.

