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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5959

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2008 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senators Hargrove
Kil mer, Shin, Sheldon, Kohl-Wlles, Delvin, and MAuliffe)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/17/08.

AN ACT Relating to expanding availability of housing for
individuals and famlies at risk of honelessness; <creating new
sections; and repealing RCW59. 18. 600.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The transitional housing operating and
rent programis created in the departnment to assist individuals and
famlies who are honeless or who are at risk of becom ng honeless to
secure and retain safe, decent, and affordabl e housing. The departnent
shall provide grants to eligible organizations, as described in RCW
43.185.060, to provide assistance to program participants. The
el i gi bl e organi zati ons nust use grant noneys for:

(a) Rental assistance, which includes security or utility deposits,
first and last nonth's rent assistance, and eligi ble noving expenses to
be determ ned by the departnent;

(b) Case nmanagenent services designed to assist pr ogram
participants to secure and retain i nmedi ate housing and to transition
i nto permanent housing and greater |evels of self-sufficiency;

(c) Operating expenses of transitional housing facilities that
serve honeless famlies wth children; and
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(d) Adm nistrative costs of the eligible organization, which nust
not exceed limts prescribed by the departnent.

(2) Eligible to receive assistance through the transitional housing
operating and rent program are:

(a) Famlies with children who are honel ess or who are at risk of
becom ng honel ess and who have household inconmes at or below fifty
percent of the nmedi an househol d i ncone for their county;

(b) Famlies with children who are honel ess or who are at risk of
becom ng honel ess and who are receiving services under chapter 13.34
RCW

(c) Individuals or famlies without children who are honel ess or at
ri sk of becom ng honel ess and who have household incones at or bel ow
thirty percent of the nedian household inconme for their county;

(d) Individuals or famlies who are honel ess or who are at risk of
becom ng honel ess and who have a household with an adult nenber who has
a nental health or chem cal dependency disorder; and

(e) Individuals or famlies who are honel ess or who are at risk of
becom ng honel ess and who have a household with an adult nenber who is
an of fender released fromconfinement within the past eighteen nonths.

(3) All programparticipants nust be willing to create and actively
participate in a housing stability plan for achieving permanent housi ng
and greater |evels of self-sufficiency.

(4) Data on all program participants nust be entered into and
tracked through the Washi ngton honel ess client managenent information
system as described in RCW 43.185C. 180. For eligible organizations
serving victins of donestic violence or sexual assault, conpliance wth
this subsection nmust be acconplished in accordance with 42 U S. C Sec.
11383(a) (8).

(5) Beginning in 2011, each eligible organization receiving over
five hundred thousand dollars during the previous cal endar year from
the transitional housing operating and rent program and from sources
i ncl udi ng: (a) State housing-related funding sources; (b) the
af fordabl e housing for all surcharge in RCW 36.22.178; (c) the hone
security fund surcharges in RCW 36.22.179 and 36.22.1791; and (d) any
ot her surcharge inposed under chapter 36.22 or 43.185C RCW to fund
homel essness prograns or other housing progranms, shall apply to the
Washi ngton state quality award programfor an independent assessnent of
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its quality managenent, accountability, and performance system once
every three years.

(6) The departnment nmay devel op rul es, requirenents, procedures, and
guidelines as necessary to inplenment and operate the transitional
housi ng operating and rent program

(7) The departnent shall produce an annual transitional housing
operating and rent program report that nust be included in the
departnent's honeless housing strategic plan as described in RCW
43. 185C. 040. The report must include performance neasures to be
determ ned by the departnent that address, at a mninmum the foll ow ng
i Ssue areas:

(a) The success of the program in helping program participants
transition into permanent affordable housing and achieve self-
sufficiency or increase their levels of self-sufficiency, which shal
be defined by the departnent based upon the costs of living, including
housi ng costs, needed to support: (i) One adult individual; and (ii)
two adult individuals and one preschool -aged child and one school - aged
chi l d;

(b) The financial performance of the programrelated to efficient
program adm nistration by the department and program operation by
sel ected eligible organizations, including an analysis of the costs per
program partici pant served,

(c) The quality, conpleteness, and tineliness of the information on
program participants provided to the Wshington honeless client
managenent information system database; and

(d) The satisfaction of program participants in the assistance
provi ded t hrough the program

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The transitional housing operating and rent
account is created in the custody of the state treasurer. All receipts
from sources directed to the transitional housing operating and rent
program must be deposited into the account. Expendi tures from the
account may be used solely for the purpose of the transitional housing
operating and rent program as described in section 1 of this act. Only
the director of the departnent or the director's designee nay authori ze
expenditures from the account. The account is subject to allotnent
procedures under chapter 43.88 RCW but an appropriation is not
required for expenditures.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. RCW 59.18.600 (Rental to offenders--
Limtation on liability) and 2007 ¢ 483 s 602 are each repeal ed.

Passed by the Senate March 13, 2008.

Passed by the House March 13, 2008.

Approved by the Governor March 31, 2008.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State April 1, 2008.
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