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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6181

Passed Legislature - 2008 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Governnent Operations & Elections (originally sponsored by
Senators McDernott, Cem g, Fairley, and Kohl-Welles)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 24/ 08.

AN ACT Relating to county canvassing board nenbership; and
anendi ng RCW 29A. 60. 140.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 29A. 60.140 and 2005 ¢ 274 s 250 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Menmbers of the county canvassing board are the county auditor,
who is the chair, the county prosecuting attorney, and the chair of the
county legislative body. |If a nenber of the board is not available to
carry out the duties of the board, then the auditor may designate a
deputy auditor, the prosecutor nmay designate a deputy prosecuting
attorney, and the chair of the county |egislative body nay designate
anot her nenber of the county legislative body or, in a county with a
popul ation over one mllion, an enployee of the l|leqgislative body who
reports directly to the chair. An "enployee of the legislative body"
neans an individual who serves in any of the followng positions:
Chief of staff; legal counsel; clerk of the council; policy staff
director; and any successor positions to these positions should these
original positions be changed. Any such designation nay be nmade on an
el ection-by-el ection basis or may be on a permanent basis until revoked
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by the designating authority. Any such designation nust be in witing,
and if for a specific election, nust be filed with the county auditor
not |ater than the day before the first day duties are to be undertaken
by the canvassing board. If the designation is permanent until revoked
by the designating authority, then the designation nust be on file in
the county auditor's office no later than the day before the first day
the designee is to undertake the duties of the canvassing board.
Menbers of the county canvassing board designated by the county
auditor, county prosecuting attorney, or chair of the county
| egi sl ative body shall conplete training as provided in RCW29A. 04. 540
and shall take an oath of office simlar to that taken by county
auditors and deputy auditors in the perfornmance of their duties.

(2) The county canvassing board may adopt rules that delegate in
witing to the county auditor or the county auditor's staff the
performance of any task assigned by |law to the canvassi ng board.

(3) The county canvassi ng board may not del egate the responsibility
of certifying the returns of a primary or election, of determning the
validity of challenged ballots, or of determining the validity of
provi sional ballots referred to the board by the county auditor.

(4) The county canvassing board shall adopt adm nistrative rules to
facilitate and govern the canvassing process in that jurisdiction.

(5) Meetings of the county canvassing board are public neetings
under chapter 42.30 RCW All rules adopted by the county canvassing
board must be adopted in a public neeting under chapter 42.30 RCW and
once adopted nust be available to the public to review and copy under
chapter 42.56 RCW

Passed by the Senate February 18, 2008.

Passed by the House March 5, 2008.

Approved by the Governor April 1, 2008.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State April 2, 2008.
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