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SENATE BI LL 6284

Passed Legislature - 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Schoesl er and Rasnussen

Read first time 01/14/08. Referred to Comnmittee on Agriculture &
Rural Econom c Devel opnent .

AN ACT Relating to the dairy products conm ssion; anending RCW
15.44. 020, 15.44.021, 15.44.030, and 15.44.032; and adding a new
section to chapter 15.44 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW15.44.020 and 2003 ¢ 396 s 24 are each anended to read
as follows:

The dairy products comm ssion shall be conposed of not nore than
((+en)) nine nenbers. There shall be one nenber fromeach district who
shall be a practical producer of dairy products((+)) and one nenber
shal | be a deal er ( (—and—ene—nerber—shalt—bea producer—who—also—acts
as—a—dealer)). The director of agriculture shall be a voting nenber of
t he comm ssi on.

As used in this chapter, "director” neans the director of
agriculture or his or her authorized representative.

Sec. 2. RCW15.44.021 and 2003 c¢c 396 s 25 are each anmended to read

as follows:
(1) The director shall appoint the nmenbers of the comm ssion.
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(2) Candidates for producer nenber positions on the conmm ssion
shall be nom nated under RCW 15. 44. 033.

(3) The director shall cause an advisory vote to be held for the
producer nenber positions. Advi sory ballots shall be nmailed to al
affected producers in the district where a vacancy is about to occur
and shall be returned to the director not less than thirty days prior
to the commencenent of the term The advisory ballot shall be
conducted in a manner so that it is a secret ballot. The nanmes of the
two candi dates receiving the nost votes in the advisory vote shall be
forwarded to the director for potential appointnment to the conm ssion.
In the event there are only two candi dates nom nated for a position, an
advisory vote may not be held and the candidates' nanes shall be
forwarded to the director for potential appointnent. If only one
candidate is nom nated for a position, the ((eemmssionshall——seleet—a

i : M )) director has the

di scretion to appoint or reject the candi date.

(4) Any candidate whose nane is forwarded to the director for
potential appointnent shall submt to the director a letter stating why
he or she wishes to be appointed to the conm ssion. The director my
sel ect ((etther—persen)) any candidate for the position or may reject
all candidates and request a new advi sory vote with nom nees sel ected
by the comm ssion or, if the conm ssion desires, by the director.

Sec. 3. RCW 15.44.030 and 1975 1st ex.s. ¢ 136 s 2 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

Each of the producer nenbers of the comm ssion shall

(1) Be acitizen and resident of this state and the district which
he or she represents; and

(2) Be and for the five years last preceding his or her election
have been actually engaged as an owner or shareholder in producing
dairy products within this state. These qualifications nmust continue
during each nenber's term of office.

The deal er nenber shall be actively engaged as a dealer in dairy
products or enployed in a dealer capacity as an officer or enployee at
managenent level in a dairy products organization

Sec. 4. RCW 15.44.032 and 1975 1st ex.s. ¢ 136 s 3 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

SB 6284. SL p. 2
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The regular term of office of each producer nenber of the

comm ssion shall be three years. Comm ssion nenbers shall be first
nom nated and elected in 1966 in the nmanner set forth in RCW 15. 44. 033
and shall take office as soon as they are qualified. However,

expiration of the term of the respective comm ssion nenbers first
el ected in 1966 shall be as foll ows:

(1) District I and Il on July 1, 1967,

(2) District Il and IV on July 1, 1968; and

(3) District V, VI and VII on July 1, 1969.

The respective ternms shall end on July 1st of each third year
thereafter. Any vacancies that occur on the conmm ssion shall be filled
by appoi ntnent by the ((ether—renrbers—of—the—commsston—and—sueh))
director froma list of candidates forwarded to the director by the

conmi ssi on. If only one nane is forwarded, the director has the
di scretion to appoint or reject the candidate and, if rejected, request
addi tional candi dates. The appointee shall hold office for the
remai nder of the termfor which he or she is appointed to fill, so that

comm ssi on nenberships shall be on a uniform staggered basis.
The term of office of the first deal er appointed by the director
shall expire July 1, 1977((;—and—the—termof —office—of the first

' ; )) -

The term of office of each deal er ((and—each
producer—who—alse—acts—as—adealer)) shall be three years or until such

time as a successor is duly appointed. Any vacancy for a dealer ((ef
a—producer—who—-alsoaets—as—adealer)) shall be forthwith filled by the
director. The director, in making any appointnents set forth herein,
may consider lists of nom nees supplied ((kh+¥)) by deal ers or producers
al so acting as deal ers.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 15.44 RCW
to read as foll ows:

If a commission nenber fails or refuses to perform his or her
duties due to excessive absence or abandonnment of his or her position
or engages in any acts of dishonesty or wllful msconduct, the
comm ssion may recommend to the director that the conm ssion nenber be
removed from his or her position on the conmm ssion. Upon receiving
such a recommendation, the director shall review the matter, including
any statenent from the conmm ssion nenber who is the subject of the
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recommendati on, and determ ne whether adequate cause for renoval is
present. |If the director finds that adequate cause for renoval exists,
the director shall renove the nenber from his or her conm ssion
position. The position shall then be declared vacant and wll be
filled pursuant to the provisions of this chapter for filling

vacanci es.

Passed by the Senate February 12, 2008.

Passed by the House March 4, 2008.

Approved by the Governor March 13, 2008.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 13, 2008.
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