VETO MESSAGE ON ESSB 5774
May 8, 2007

To the Honor abl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of Washi ngton

Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| am returning, wthout ny approval as to Sections 6 and 7,
Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 5774 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Relating to revising background check
processes. "

Sections 6 and 7 of this bill establishes a work group, to be
convened by the Departnent of Social and Health Services. The
work group's responsibilities include review ng current |aws,
rules and practices with respect to sharing confidentia
i nformati on, anal yzi ng how state agenci es use background check
information to make enploynment decisions, and exam ning the
need for and feasibility of wverifying citizenship or
immgration status of persons for whom background checks are
requi red. The work group is to conplete an interimreport by
Decenber 1, 2007, and provide a final report to the
Legi slature and the Governor by July 1, 2008. The duties of
this work group woul d be redundant with the work conpl eted by
the Joint Task Force on Crimnal Background Check Processes,
which ended two and a half years of work |ast Decenber.
Furthernore, the 2007-2009 operating budget as passed by the
Legi sl ature does not contain funding to support the operations
of the contenplated work group.

For these reasons, | have vetoed Sections 6 and 7 of Engrossed
Substitute Senate Bill 5774.

Wth the exception of Sections 6 and 7, Engrossed Substitute
Senate Bill 5774 is approved.

Respectful ly submtted,
Christine O Gegoire
Gover nor



