SB 6673-S2. E - DI GEST
(DI GEST AS ENACTED)

Creates the extended |earning opportunities program for
eligible eleventh and twelfth grade students who are not on
track to neet local or state graduation requirenents as wel
as eighth grade students who nmay not be on track to neet the
standard on the Washington assessnment of student |earning or
need additional assistance in order to have the opportunity
for a successful entry into high school

Provi des that under the extended |earning opportunities
program districts shall nmake available to students in grade
twel ve who have failed to neet one or nore local or state
graduation requirenents the option of continuing enrollnment in
t he school district.

Provides that, if funding is appropriated for this
pur pose, the office of the superintendent of public
instruction shall explore online curriculum support in

| anguages ot her than English that are currently avail abl e.

Directs the grant recipients to report to the office of
the superintendent of public instruction on the |essons
| earned in the Lorraine Wj ahn dysl exia pilot reading program
regarding effective assessnent and intervention programs to
hel p students with dyslexia or characteristics of dyslexia,
best practices for professional devel opnment, and strategies to
buil d capacity and sustainability anmong teaching staff.

Requires the professional educator standards board to
convene a work group to devel op recommendati ons for increasing
teacher know edge, skills, and conpetencies to address the
needs of English | anguage | earner students.

VETO MESSAGE ON E2SSB 6673
April 1, 2008

To the Honorabl e President and Menbers,
The Senate of the State of Washington

Ladi es and Gentl enen:

| amreturning, wthout ny approval as to Sections 6, 11, 12
and 13, Engrossed Second Substitute Senate Bill 6673 entitled:

"AN ACT Relating to |earning opportunities to assi st
students to obtain a high school diplonma."

Engrossed Second Substitute Senate Bill 6673 provides support
for students in need of additional time or assistance to neet
state academ c standards and graduation requirenments. Key
components of this bill enhance the Learning Assistance
Program assure parent notification of student progress, and



explore on-line curriculum support in |anguages other than
English and build teacher instructional capacity. This bill
al so creates a nunber of new prograns.

Section 6 creates a new duty for school districts to provide
all tenth graders enrolled in the district the option of
taki ng the PSAT at no cost to the student. While this test may
provi de students sone information regarding their readiness
for the SAT and college preparedness, there has not been
coordination with the other coll ege readi ness assessnment work
already in progress, specifically work being done in
mat hemat i cs.

Section 11 directs Educational Service Districts to devel op
and provide a program of outreach to comrunity-based prograns
and organizations that are serving non-English speaking
segnents of the population as well as those prograns that
target groups of students who are struggling academcally.
This is an idea that should be considered within the context
of the several studies, due this Decenber, that wll analyze
and make recommendati ons on how to cl ose the achi evenent gap.

Section 12 directs the Ofice of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction to allocate grant funds to school districts to
provi de summer school funding for all m ddle and hi gh school
students to explore career opportunities rich in math,
science, and technol ogy. School districts and skills centers
should be finding ways to engage students in |earning and
career exploration as part of their basic mssions. One
exciting opportunity initiated in 2006 is the Wshington
Aerospace Scholars, a statewide partnership through the
Washi ngt on Aerospace Schol ars Foundation with The Miseum of
Fl i ght, schools and business partners. The program gi ves high
school students the opportunity to participate in hands-on
engi neering activities; tour facilities at Boeing, the
University of Washington, Mcrosoft, and Battelle; receive
mentoring fromastronauts, pilots, engineers, and scientists;
and conduct a project on Mars exploration. Future funds need
to support targeted prograns that have been proven effective.

Section 13 directs the Ofice of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction to contract wth a national organization to
establish and operate an endowrent for the pronotion of
geography education. There are no funds provided for the
creation of the endownrent program

For these reasons, | amvetoing Sections 6, 11, 12 and 13 of
Engrossed Second Substitute Senate Bill 6673.

Wth the exception of Sections 6, 11, 12 and 13, Engrossed
Second Substitute Senate Bill 6673 is approved.

Respectful ly subm tted,
Christine Gegoire



Gover nor



