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2SHB 1572 - S COWM AMD
By Comm ttee on Governnent Operations & El ections

Strike everything after the enacting clause and insert the
fol | ow ng:

"Sec. 1. RCW29A.04.008 and 2007 ¢ 38 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

As used in this title:

(1) "Ballot" nmeans, as the context inplies, either:

(a) The issues and offices to be voted upon in a jurisdiction or
portion of a jurisdiction at a particular primary, general election, or
speci al el ection;

(b) A facsimle of the contents of a particular ballot whether
printed on a paper ballot or ballot card or as part of a voting nmachine
or voting device;

(c) A physical or electronic record of the choices of an individual
voter in a particular primary, general election, or special election;
or

(d) The physical docunent on which the voter's choices are to be
recor ded;

(2) "Paper ballot" neans a piece of paper on which the ballot for
a particular election or primary has been printed, on which a voter nmay
record his or her choices for any candidate or for or against any
measure, and that is to be tabul ated manual |l y;

(3) "Ballot card" neans any type of card or piece of paper of any
size on which a voter may record his or her choices for any candi date
and for or against any neasure and that is to be tabulated on a vote
tallying system

(4) "Sanple ballot” neans a printed facsimle of all the issues and
offices on the ballot ina jurisdiction and is intended to give voters
notice of the issues, offices, and candidates that are to be voted on
at a particular primary, general election, or special election;
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(5) "Provisional ballot" means a ballot issued at ((the—pelng
place—on—-electionday by the preetnet—electtonboeard)) a voting center
to a voter who would otherw se be denied an opportunity to vote a
regul ar ballot, for any reason authorized by the Hel p Anerica Vote Act,
including but not limted to the foll ow ng:

(a) The ((veter—s—nare—does—not—appear—in—the—poell—beok)) voter
does not appear to be registered to vote in that county;

(b) There is ((anrt+ndteatton—inthepollt—beook—thatthevoter—has
reguested—an—absentee—batHot——but—the—voeter—wshes—to—vote—at—the
peHH+ng—ptace)) a_question concerning whether the voter has already
returned a voted ballot;

(c) There is a question on the part of the voter concerning the
i ssues or candi dates on which the voter is qualified to vote;

(d) Any other reason allowed by | aw,

(6) "Party ballot"” neans a primary election ballot specific to a
particular major political party that lists all candidates for partisan
office who affiliate with that same major political party, as well as
the nonpartisan races and ballot neasures to be voted on at that
primry;

(7) "Nonpartisan ballot” neans a prinmary election ballot that |ists
all nonpartisan races and ballot neasures to be voted on at that
primary.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A newsection is added to chapter 29A. 04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

"Ball ot drop-off site" neans the site or sites designated by the
county auditor in which a voter may deposit his or her ballot in a
secure collection device on or before el ection day.

Sec. 3. RCW29A.04.019 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 104 are each anended to
read as follows:

"Counting center"” neans the facility or facilities designated by
the county auditor to count and canvass mail ball ots((;-—absentee
batots—and-—potng—place ballots—that—aretransterred to—acentral
stte—to—be—counted—rather—than—being—counted—by—a—pot-site—ballot

. levice. I I : . I oR) ).
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Sec. 4. RCW 29A. 04. 128 and 2004 c 271 s 152 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
"Primary" or "primary election”™ neans a statutory procedure for

nom nati ng candi dates to public office ((at—thepoHs)).

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A newsectionis added to chapter 29A 04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

"Voting center” nmeans the facility or facilities designated by the
county auditor that:

(1) Serves as a disability access voting |ocation;

(2) Issues provisional ballots; and

(3) Serves as a ballot drop-off site.

Sec. 6. RCW29A. 04.031 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 106 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

For registered voters voting by ((absentee—eo+)) nail ballot, "date
of mailing" neans the date of the postal cancellation on the envel ope
in which the ballot is returned to the election official by whomit was
i ssued. For all ((nenregistered—absentee)) overseas and_ service
voters, "date of mailing" nmeans the date stated by the voter on the
envel ope in which the ballot is returned to the election official by
whom it was issued.

Sec. 7. RCW29A.04.220 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 135 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The county auditor shall provide public notice of the availability
of registration and voting aids, assistance to the elderly and
((eisabled—persons)) people _wth disabilities, and procedures for
voting by ((absentee)) nail ballot calculated to reach the elderly and
((eisabled—persons)) people wth disabilities not later than public
notice of the closing of registration for a primary or el ection.

Sec. 8. RCW29A 04. 255 and 2004 ¢ 266 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

The secretary of state or a county auditor shall accept and file in
his or her office electronic facsimle transm ssions of the follow ng
docunent s:

(1) Decl arations of candi dacy;
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(2) County canvass reports;

(3) Voters' panphlet statenents;

(4) Argunents for and agai nst ballot neasures that will appear in
a voters' panphlet;

(5) Requests for recounts;

(6) Certification of candidates and neasures by the secretary of
st at e;

(7) Drection by the secretary of state for the conduct of a
mandat ory recount;

(8) ((Reguests—tor—absenteebhallobs—

£9Y)) Any other election related docunent authorized by rule
adopted by the secretary of state under RCW ((29A—04-610)) 29A. 04.611.

The acceptance by the secretary of state or the county auditor is
condi ti onal upon the document being filed in a tinely manner, being
| egi ble, and otherw se satisfying the requirenents of state |aw or
rules wwth respect to formand content.

|f the original copy of a docunent nust be signed and a copy of the
docunent is filed by facsimle transm ssion under this section, the
original copy nmust be subsequently filed with the official with whom
the facsimle was filed. The original copy nust be filed by a deadline
established by the secretary by rule. The secretary may by rule
require that the original of any docunent, a copy of which is filed by
facsimle transm ssion under this section, also be filed by a deadline
establi shed by the secretary by rule.

Sec. 9. RCW29A.04.580 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 156 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The county auditor nay designate any person who has been certified
under this chapter, other than the auditor, to participate in a review
conducted in the county under this chapter. Each county auditor and
canvassing board shall cooperate fully during an election review by
maki ng available to the reviewng staff any nmaterial requested by the
staff. The reviewng staff shall have full access to ballot pages,

((absentee)) mail voting materials, any other election mterial
normal ly kept in a secure environnent after the election, and other
requested material. |If ballots are reviewed by the staff, they shal

be reviewed in the presence of the canvassing board or its designees.
Ball ots shall not |eave the custody of the canvassing board. During

Oficial Print - 4 1572-S2 AM5 O S5160. 2



D 01~ W DN PP

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

the review and after its conpletion, the review staff may nmake
appropriate recommendati ons to the county auditor or canvassing board,
or both, to bring the county into conpliance wth the training required
under this chapter, and the laws or rules of the state of Washi ngton

to safeguard election material or to preserve the integrity of the
el ections process.

Sec. 10. RCW29A 04.611 and 2009 ¢ 369 s 5 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The secretary of state as chief election officer shall nake
reasonabl e rules in accordance with chapter 34.05 RCW not inconsi stent
with the federal and state election laws to effectuate any provision of
this title and to facilitate the execution of its provisions in an
orderly, tinely, and uniform manner relating to any federal, state,
county, city, town, and district elections. To that end the secretary
shall assist local election officers by devising uniform fornms and
pr ocedur es.

In addition to the rul e-nmaking authority granted otherwi se by this
section, the secretary of state shall nake rules governing the
fol |l ow ng provisions:

(1) The mai ntenance of voter registration records;

(2) The preparation, maintenance, distribution, review, and filing
of precinct maps;

(3) Standards for the design, |ayout, and production of ballots;

(4) The examination and testing of voting systens for
certification;

(5) The source and scope of independent evaluations of voting
systens that may be relied uponin certifying voting systens for use in
this state;

(6) Standards and procedures for the acceptance testing of voting
systens by counti es;

(7) Standards and procedures for testing the programm ng of vote
tallying software for specific primaries and el ections;

(8) Standards and procedures for the preparation and use of each
type of certified voting systemincluding procedures for the operation
of counting centers where vote tallying systens are used;

(9) Standards and procedures to ensure the accurate tabul ati on and
canvassi ng of ballots;
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(10) Consistency anong the counties of the state in the preparation
of ballots, the operation of vote tallying systens, and the canvassing
of primaries and el ecti ons;

(11) Procedures to ensure the secrecy of a voter's ballot ((when—a
swal-—npurber—of-—ball-ot s—are—counted—at—the—poHs—or—at—a—counting
eenter)) ;

(12) The use of substitute devices or neans of voting when a voting
device at ((t+he—poltng—pltace)) a_voting center is found to be
defective, the counting of votes cast on the defective device, the
counting of votes cast on the substitute device, and the docunentation
that nust be submtted to the county auditor regarding such
ci rcunst ances;

(13) Procedures for the transportation of sealed containers of
voted ballots or seal ed voting devi ces;

(14) The acceptance and filing of docunents via electronic
facsiml e;

(15) Voter registration applications and records;

(16) The use of voter registration information in the conduct of
el ecti ons;

(17) The coordination, del i very, and processing of voter
registration records accepted by driver licensing agents or the
departnment of |icensing;

(18) The coordination, delivery, and processing of voter
regi stration records accepted by agenci es desi gnated by the governor to
provi de voter registration services;

(19) Procedures to receive and distribute voter registration
applications by nmail;

(20) Procedures for a voter to change his or her voter registration
address within a county by tel ephone;

(21) Procedures for a voter to change the nanme under which he or
she is registered to vote;

(22) Procedures for canceling dual voter registration records and
for maintaining records of persons whose voter registrations have been
cancel ed;

(23) Procedures for the electronic transfer of voter registration
records between county auditors and the office of the secretary of
st at e;

(24) Procedures and forns for declarations of candi dacy;
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(25) Procedures and requirenents for the acceptance and filing of
decl arations of candi dacy by el ectroni c neans;

(26) Procedures for the circunstance in which two or nore
candi dates have a nane simlar in sound or spelling so as to cause
confusion for the voter;

(27) Filing for office;

(28) The order of positions and offices on a ballot;

(29) Sanple ballots;

(30) I ndependent eval uations of voting systens;

(31) The testing, approval, and certification of voting systens;

(32) The testing of vote tallying software progranm ng;

(33) Standards and procedures to prevent fraud and to facilitate
t he accurate processi ng and canvassi ng of ((absenteeballoetsandmal))
ballots, including standards for the approval and inplenmentation of
har dware and software for automated signature verification systens;

(34) Standards and procedures to guarantee the secrecy of
( ( absentee—ballots—andmait)) ballots;

(35) Uniformty anong the counties of the state in the conduct of
((absentee—votingand)) mail ballot el ections;

(36) Standards and procedures to accommodate overseas voters and
service voters;

(37) The tabulation of paper ballots ((befere—the—elose—ot—the
poH-s)) prior to 8:.00 p.m on the day of a prinmary or el ection;

(38) The accessibility of ((petH+ng—places)) voting centers and
registration facilities ((that—are—accessibleto-elderlyand-disabled
persens) ) ;

(39) The aggregation of precinct results if reporting the results
of a single precinct could jeopardi ze the secrecy of a person's ballot;

(40) Procedures for conducting a statutory recount;

(41) Procedures for filling vacancies in congressional offices if
the general statutory time requirenents for availability of
((absentee)) nmmiling ballots, certification, canvassing, and related
procedures cannot be net;

(42) Procedures for the statistical sanpling of signatures for
purposes of verifying and canvassing signhatures on initiative,
referendum and recall election petitions;

(43) Standards and deadlines for submtting naterial to the office
of the secretary of state for the voters' panphlet;
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(44) Deadlines for the filing of ballot titles for referendumbills
and constitutional anendnents if none have been provided by the
| egi sl ature;

(45) Procedures for the publication of a state voters' panphlet;

(46) Procedures for conducting special elections regardi ng nucl ear
waste sites if the general statutory tine requirenments for availability
of ((absentee)) nailing ballots, certification, canvassing, and rel ated
procedures cannot be net;

(47) Procedures for conducting partisan primary el ections;

(48) Standards and procedures for the proper conduct of voting
during the early voting period to provide accessability for the blind
or visually inpaired;

(49) Standards for voting technol ogy and systens used by the state
or any political subdivision to be accessible for individuals wth
disabilities, including nonvisual accessibility for the blind and
visually inpaired, in a manner that provides the sanme opportunity for
access and participation, including privacy and i ndependence, as ot her
vot ers;

(50) Al data formats for transferring voter registration data on
el ectronic or machi ne-readable nedia for the purpose of adm nistering
the statew de voter registration list required by the Hel p Anerica Vote
Act (P.L. 107-252);

(51) Defining the interaction of electronic voter registration
el ecti on managenent systens enpl oyed by each county auditor to maintain
a |l ocal copy of each county's portion of the official state |ist of
regi stered voters;

(52) Provisions and procedures to inplenment the state-based
adm ni strative conplaint procedure as required by the Hel p Anerica Vote
Act (P.L. 107-252);

(53) Facilitating the paynent of |ocal governnent grants to | ocal
government el ection officers or vendors; and

(54) Standards for the verification of signatures on ((absenteer

ma—and—proevisional)) ball ot envel opes.

Sec. 11. RCW29A.04.470 and 2004 ¢ 267 s 203 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The secretary of state shall create an advisory commttee and
adopt rules governing project eligibility, evaluation, awarding of
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grants, and other criteria for adm nistering the |ocal governnent grant
program which may include a preference for grants that include a match
of | ocal funds.

(2) The advisory commttee shall review grant proposals and
establish a prioritized list of projects to be considered for funding
by the third Tuesday in My of each year beginning in 2004 and
continuing as long as funds in the election account established by
((ehapter—48—Laws—of —2003 —[ROW-29A-04-440})) RCW 29A.04.440 are
avai l able. The grant award may have an effective date other than the
date the project is placed on the prioritized list, including noney
spent previously by the county that would qualify for reinbursenent
under the Hel p Anerica Vote Act (P.L. 107-252).

(3) Exanples of projects that wuld be eligible for |ocal
governnent grant funding include, but are not limted to the foll ow ng:

(a) Replacenent or wupgrade of voting equipnent, including the
repl acenent of punch card voting systens;

(b) Purchase of additional voting equipnent, including the purchase
of equipnment to neet the disability requirenents of the Hel p Anerica
Vote Act (P.L. 107-252);

(c) Purchase of new election mnagenent system hardware and
software capable of integrating with the statew de voter registration
systemrequired by the Hel p Arerica Vote Act (P.L. 107-252);

(d) Devel opnent and production of ((petHt)) election worker
recruitnment and training materials;

(e) Voter education prograns;

(f) Publication of a |ocal voters' panphlet;

(g) Toll-free access system to provide notice of the outcone of
provi si onal ballots; and

(h) Training for local election officials.

Sec. 12. RCW 29A.08.130 and 2009 c 369 s 13 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

El ection officials shall not include inactive voters in the count
of registered voters for the purpose of dividing precincts, ((ereattng
vote-by-rmail—preecinets)) determning voter turnout, or other purposes

in law for which the determning factor is the nunber of registered

voters. ((Election officials shall not include persons who are ongoi ng
absentee —voters —under — ROA— 29A-40-040 — 1 — determatng — Hhe — mraodm
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med-roperm-sstblesizeof preetnets—)) Nothing in this section may
be construed as altering the vote tallying requirenments of RCW
29A. 60. 230.

Sec. 13. RCW29A. 08.140 and 2009 c 369 s 15 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) In order to vote in any primry, special election, or general
el ection, a person who is not registered to vote in Washi ngton nust:

(a) Submt a registration application no later than twenty-nine
days before the day of the primary, special election, or general
el ection; or

(b) Register in person at the county auditor's office in his or her
county of residence no later than eight days before the day of the
primary, special election, or general election. ((Apersen+egistering
under this subsection will be issued an absentee ballot.))

(2) A person who is already registered to vote in Washi ngton may
update his or her registration no later than twenty-nine days before
the day of the primary, special election, or general election to be in
effect for that primary, special election, or general election. A
regi stered voter who fails to transfer his or her residential address
by this deadline may vote according to his or her previous registration
addr ess.

(3) Prior to each primary and general election, the county auditor
shall give notice of the registration deadlines by one publication in
a newspaper of general circulation in the county at least thirty-five
days before the primary or general election.

Sec. 14. RCW 29A.08.440 and 2009 c 369 s 25 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

A registered voter who changes his or her nanme shall notify the
county auditor regardi ng the name change by submtting a notice clearly
identifying the name under which he or she is registered to vote, the
voter's new nane, and the voter's residence, and providing a signature
of the new nane, or by submtting a voter registration application.

( { Aproperty—reg ered voter who cs—a—change-—of-—nahe—no
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destres—to—vote—at—that—prmary—or—electon—shatlH—sign—the—po—book
wsng—tHhe—voter st orrer—and-nrew nares—) )

Sec. 15. RCW 29A.08.620 and 2009 c 369 s 29 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Each county auditor nust request change of address information
fromthe postal service for all ((absentee—sand)) mail ballots. A voter
( ( who—votes—at—the—poHs)) nust be nailed an el ection-rel at ed docunent,
wi th change of address infornmation requested, at |east once every two
years and at |east ninety days prior to the date of a primary or
general election for federal office.

(2) The county auditor shall transfer the registration of a voter
and send an acknow edgenent notice to the new address informng the
voter of the transfer if change of address information received by the
county auditor fromthe postal service, the departnent of |icensing, or
anot her agency designated to provide voter registration services
i ndi cates that the voter has noved wthin the county.

(3) The county auditor shall place a voter on inactive status and
send to all known addresses a confirmation notice and a voter
registration application if change of address information received by
the county auditor from the postal service, the departnent of
i censing, or another agency designated to provide voter registration
services indicates that the voter has noved fromone county to anot her.

(4) The county auditor shall place a voter on inactive status and
send to all known addresses a confirmation notice if any of the
foll ow ng occur:

(a) Any docunent mailed by the county auditor to a voter is
returned by the postal service as undeliverable wthout address
correction information; or

(b) Change of address information received fromthe postal service,
the departnent of licensing, or another state agency designhated to
provi de voter registration services indicates that the voter has noved
out of the state.

Sec. 16. RCW 29A.08.720 and 2009 c 369 s 34 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) In the case of voter registration records received through the
departnent of licensing or an agency designated under RCW 29A. 08. 310,
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the identity of the office or agency at which any particul ar individual
regi stered to vote is not avail able for public inspection and shall not
be disclosed to the public. Any record of a particular individual's
choice not to register to vote at an office of the departnent of
licensing or a state agency designated under RCW 29A. 08.310 is not
avail able for public inspection and any information regarding such a
choice by a particular individual shall not be disclosed to the public.

(2) Subject to the restrictions of RCW29A 08. 710 and 40. 24. 060
((peH—beoks)) precinct lists((5)) and current lists of registered
voters are public records and nust be nmade available for public
i nspection and copyi ng under such reasonable rules and regul ati ons as
the county auditor or secretary of state may prescribe. The county
auditor or secretary of state shall pronptly furnish current lists of
registered voters in his or her possession, at actual reproduction
cost, to any person requesting such information. The lists shall not
be used for the purpose of mailing or delivering any advertisenent or
offer for any property, establishnment, organization, product, or
service or for the purpose of mailing or delivering any solicitation
for noney, services, or anything of value. However, the lists and
| abel s may be used for any political purpose. The county auditor or
secretary of state nust provide a copy of RCW29A 08.740 to the person
requesting the material that is rel eased under this section.

(3) For the purposes of this section, "political purpose” neans a
pur pose concerned with the support of or opposition to any candi date
for any partisan or nonpartisan office or concerned wth the support of
or opposition to any ball ot proposition or issue. "Political purpose”
i ncludes, but is not limted to, such activities as the advertising for
or against any candidate or ballot neasure or the solicitation of
financi al support.

Sec. 17. RCW29A.08.775 and 2005 c 246 s 20 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Only voters who appear on the official statew de voter registration
list are eligible to participate in elections. Each county shall
mai ntain a copy of that county's portion of the state list. The county
must ensure that data used for the production of ((peH—H-sts—and
ether)) lists and nmailings done in the adm nistration of each el ection
are the sane as the official statew de voter registration |ist.
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Sec. 18. RCW29A.08.810 and 2006 ¢ 320 s 4 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Registration of a person as a voter is presunptive evidence of
his or her right to vote. A challenge to the person's right to vote
must be based on personal know edge of one of the follow ng:

(a) The chall enged voter has been convicted of a felony and the
voter's civil rights have not been restored,

(b) The chal l enged voter has been judicially declared ineligible to
vote due to nental inconpetency;

(c) The chall enged voter does not live at the residential address
provi ded, in which case the chall enger nust either:

(1) Provide the challenged voter's actual residence on the
chal l enge form or

(i) Submt evidence that he or she exercised due diligence to
verify that the challenged voter does not reside at the address
provided and to attenpt to contact the challenged voter to learn the
chal l enged voter's actual residence, including that the challenger
personal | y:

(A) Sent a letter with return service requested to the challenged
voter's residential address provided, and to the challenged voter's
mai | i ng address, if provided;

(B) Visited the residential address provided and contacted persons
at the address to determ ne whether the voter resides at the address
and, if not, obtained and submtted with the challenge form a signed
affidavit subject to the penalties of perjury froma person who owns or
manages property, resides, or is enployed at the address provided, that
to his or her personal know edge the chall enged voter does not reside
at the address as provided on the voter registration;

(C Searched |ocal tel ephone directories, including online
directories, to determne whether the voter mintains a telephone
listing at any address in the county;

(D) Searched county auditor property records to determ ne whet her
t he chal | enged voter owns any property in the county; and

(E) Searched the statew de voter registrati on database to determ ne
if the voter is registered at any other address in the state;

(d) The chall enged voter will not be eighteen years of age by the
next election; or

(e) The chall enged voter is not a citizen of the United States.
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£3))) The challenger nust file a signed affidavit subject to the
penalties of perjury swearing that, to his or her personal know edge
and belief, having exercised due diligence to personally verify the
evi dence presented, the challenged voter either is not qualified to
vote or does not reside at the address given on his or her voter
registration record based on one of the reasons allowed in subsection
(1) of this section. The challenger nust provide the factual basis for
the chal l enge, including any information required by subsection (1)(c)
of this section, in the signed affidavit. The challenge my not be
based on unsupported allegations or allegations by anonynous third
parties. All docunents pertaining to the challenge are public records.

((4)) (3) Challenges based on a felony conviction under RCW
29A. 08. 520 nust be heard accordi ng to RCW 29A. 08. 520 and rul es adopt ed
by the secretary of state.

Sec. 19. RCW29A. 08.820 and 2006 ¢ 320 s 5 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Challenges initiated by a registered voter against a voter who
registered to vote less than sixty days before the election, or who
changed residence less than sixty days before the election wthout
transferring his or her registration, must be filed not later than ten
days before any primary or election, general or special, or within ten
days of the voter being added to the voter registration database,
whi chever is later, at the office of the appropriate county auditor
Chall enges initiated by a regi stered voter agai nst any other voter nust
be filed not later than forty-five days before the election.
Chal l enges initiated by the office of the county prosecuting attorney
must be filed in the same manner as challenges initiated by a
regi stered voter.

(2)(a) If the challenge is filed wthin forty-five days before an
el ection at which the challenged voter is eligible to vote, a notation
of the challenge nust be nade immediately in the ((peHH—beek—eoer)) voter
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regi stration system and the county canvassi ng board presi des over the

heari ng.
(b) If the challenge is filed before the chall enged voter's ball ot
is received, the ballot nust be treated as a challenged ballot. A

chal | enged ball ot received at a ((peH+ngplace)) voting center nust be
pl aced in a seal ed envel ope separate from ot her voted ball ots.

(c) If the challenge is filed after the challenged voter's ball ot
is received, the challenge cannot affect the current el ection.

(3) If the challenge is filed at |least forty-five days before an
el ection at which the challenged voter is eligible to vote, the county
audi t or presides over the hearing.

Sec. 20. RCW29A 12.085 and 2005 ¢ 242 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

( ( Begi-aninrg—en—Jdanuvary—1——2006,-)) All electronic voting devices
must produce a paper record of each vote that nmay be accepted or
rejected by the voter before finalizing his or her vote. This record
may not be renoved fromthe ((petH+ngptace)) voting center, and nust
be human readable wthout an interface and mnachine readable for
counting purposes. |If the device is progranmed to display the ball ot
in multiple | anguages, the paper record produced nust be printed in the
| anguage used by the voter. Rejected records nust either be destroyed
or marked in order to clearly identify the record as rejected.

Sec. 21. RCW29A.12.090 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 309 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

((The—bat! ol . o hall . I
of—candi-dates—for—theofHces—ol—Untted -States-—representattve—state
senater—state—represeptative——county—ecouhrcH—or—counrty—corm-Sstener
H—rore—than—one—di-str+etb———n—ak —general—electi-ons—primartes——and

Ll ol . _ I " I I : o o
ball : i d : I . Il eaisiative.
counret — o — comm-sstoner — di-stret — shalkk — be — grouped — together —and
physicalby—separated from-thoese—devieces—contatning—baloets—tor—other
h-strt+ets—Each—voter—shalh—be —directed—by—the —prectnet —election
ofHecers—to—the—correct—group—of—voting—devieces—)) A _single ballot
shall contain the nanmes of candidates for only one district for the
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offices of United States representative, state senator, state
representative, and county council or county conmni SSi oner.

Sec. 22. RCW29A.12.110 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 311 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

In preparing a voting device for a primary or election, a record
shall be made of the ballot format installed in each device and the
precinct or portion of a precinct for which that device has been
pr epar ed. Except where provided by a rule adopted under RCW
((29A04-610)) 29A.04.611, after being prepared for a primary or
el ection, each device shall be sealed with a uniquely nunbered seal and

provided to the ((+nspeetor—of)) election official at the appropriate
((poHH+ng——place)) voting center.

Sec. 23. RCW29A.12.160 and 2004 ¢ 267 s 701 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) At each ((petHtngteocation)) voting center, at |east one voting
unit certified by the secretary of state shall provide access to
i ndi viduals who are blind or visually inpaired.

(2) Conpliance with this provision in regard to voting technol ogy
and systens purchased prior to July 27, 2003, shall be achieved at the
time of procurenent of an upgrade of technology conpatible wth
nonvi sual voting net hods or repl acenent of existing voting equipnment or
systens.

(3) Conpliance with subsection (2) of this section is contingent on
avail abl e funds to i nplenment this provision.

(4) For purposes of this section, the follow ng definitions apply:

(a) "Accessible" includes receiving, usi ng, sel ecti ng, and
mani pul ati ng voter data and control s.
(b) "Nonvisual" includes synthesized speech, Braille, and other

out put net hods.

(c) "Blind and visually inpaired" excludes persons who are both
deaf and bl i nd.

(5) This section does not apply to voting by ((absentee)) mail
bal | ot .

Sec. 24. RCW 29A. 16. 010 and 2004 c¢c 267 s 315 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
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The intent of this chapter is to require ((state—andtocal—-eleection
effetals)) county auditors to designate and use ((petHHngplaces—and
h-sab-tty —acecess —vobtng—Locattons —n—alk- —electtons —and —peraanent
registration-tocations—whieh)) voting centers that are accessible to
the elderly and ((é+sabled—persens)) people with a disability. County

audi tors shall:

(1) Make nodifications such as installation of tenporary ranps or
rel ocation of ((pelH+ng—ptaces)) voting centers within buildings, where
appropri at e;

(2) Designate new, accessible ((poHHngplaces)) voting centers to
repl ace those that are inaccessible; and

(3) Continue to use ((pettng—places—and—veoter—registration
lecations—whieh)) voting centers that are accessible to the elderly and

((et-sabled—persons)) people with a disability.

Sec. 25. RCW29A. 16.040 and 2004 c 266 s 10 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The county |legislative authority of each county ((+A—the—state
hereafter—foerned)) shall ((-—at—their—first—session-)) divide their
respective counties into election precincts and establish the
boundaries of the precincts. ( ( The —couwty—auditor —shal—thereupon
destgrate —the —vobing—place—For —each—such—precinet —or—whether —the
precinct is a vote by mail precinct.))

(1) Precinct boundaries may be altered at any tinme as long as
sufficient tinme exists prior to a given election for the necessary
procedural steps to be honored. Except as permtted under subsection
((65¥)) (3) of this section, no precinct boundaries may be changed
during the period starting on the thirtieth day prior to the first day
for candidates to file for the primary el ection and ending with the day
of the general election.

(2) The county legislative authority may establish by ordi nance a
limtation on the maxi num nunber of active registered voters in each
precinct wwthin its jurisdiction. The limtation may be different for
precincts (( based—upon—the—rmethoed—ot—votingusedtor—such—prectnets))
and the nunber may be | ess than the nunber established by | aw (—but—n
no case ey the nunber exceed that authorized by law)). By the year
2012, the maxi mum nunber of active registered voters in each precinct
shall not exceed two thousand.
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(3) ((PFGG+H€%S— Fr—whi-eh—voettng—rachines—or—eleetroniec— VGPFHQ

ve%e#sf———lhem—nanbe+~—e#~—pe##—s%%em—baLLe%m—eean%+ﬂg~—dev%eesm—a%m—eaeh
poltHng—place—s—at—the—diseretion—of —the—auditor—Fhe—nurber—of-
WW%WWW%WW 0

4 L : IV g I

| : L et Leoislati hori hall
establish a separate voting precinct-therefor.

£5y)) The county auditor shall tenporarily adjust precinct
boundari es when a city or town annexes uni ncorporated territory to the
city or town, or whenever unincorporated territory is incorporated as
a city or towmn. The adjustnent nust be nade as soon as possible after
the approval of the annexation or incorporation. The tenporary
adjustnment nust be |limted to the mninum changes necessary to
accommodate the addition of the territory to the city or town, or to
establish the eligible voters within the boundaries of the new city or
town, and remains in effect only until precinct boundary nodifications
reflecting the annexation or incorporation are adopted by the county
| egi sl ative authority.

construed — as — alktertng — the — vote — %a++y+ng regurenents — of — REW
29A66-230-) )

Sec. 26. RCW 29A.16.060 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 406 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

At any special election or primary, the county auditor may conbi ne,
unite, or divide precincts ((anrd—+my—econbineor—untteelecttonboards))
for the purpose of holdlng such el ecti on. ((A&—any—gene#a#—e#eePken—

of— he#dkng suech—election——but—shallb—report—alb—election—returns—by
HreHv-dualb—preetnet—) )

Sec. 27. RCW 29A.16.120 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 408 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The legislative authority of each county, nunicipality, and special
district shall, at the request of the county auditor, nake their
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facilities available for use as ((peH+ngplaces)) voting centers for
primaries, special elections, and state general elections held within
that county. Wen, in the judgnent of the county auditor, a facility
of a county, nmunicipality, or special district would provide a | ocation
for a ((petHng—place)) voting center that would best satisfy the
requi rements of this chapter, he or she shall notify the legislative
authority of that county, nmunicipality, or district of the nunber of
facilities needed for wuse as ((petHHHng—places)) voting centers.
Paynent for ((petH+ng—places)) voting centers and any ot her conditions
or obligations regarding these ((petHHng—places)) voting centers shal
be provided for by contract between the county auditor and the county,
muni ci pality, or district.

Sec. 28. RCW 29A.16.130 and 2004 c¢ 267 s 316 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

Each state agency and entity of |ocal governnent shall permt the
use of any of its buildings and the npost suitable |ocations therein as
( ( pptHng—places—or—disabittyacecess—votingtoecations)) voting centers
when required by a county auditor ((te—previde—acecesstble—places—in
each precinct)).

Sec. 29. RCW29A.24.081 and 2004 c¢ 271 s 159 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Any candidate may mail his or her declaration of candidacy for an
office to the filing officer. Such declarations of candidacy shall be
processed by the filing officer in the follow ng nmanner:

(1) Any declaration received by the filing officer by mail before
the tenth business day immediately preceding the first day for
candidates to file for office shall be returned to the candidate
submtting it, together with a notification that the declaration of
candi dacy was received too early to be processed. The candi date shal
then be permtted to resubmt his or her declaration of candidacy
during the filing period.

(2) Any properly executed decl aration of candi dacy received by nai l
on or after the tenth business day i mediately preceding the first day
for candidates to file for office and before the close of business on
the | ast day of the filing period shall be included with filings nmade
in person during the filing period. In partisan and judicial elections
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the filing officer shall determ ne by |lot the order in which the nanes
of those candi dates shall appear upon sanple and ((absenrtee)) primary
bal |l ot s.

(3) Any declaration of candidacy received by the filing officer
after the close of business on the |ast day for candidates to file for
office shall be rejected and returned to the candidate attenpting to
fileit.

Sec. 30. RCW29A.24.131 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 115 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

A candi date may wi thdraw his or her declaration of candi dacy at any
tinme before the close of business on the Thursday follow ng the | ast
day for candidates to file under RCW 29A.24.050 by filing, with the
officer with whom the declaration of candidacy was filed, a signed
request that his or her name not be printed on the ballot. There shal
be no wthdrawal period for declarations of candidacy filed during
special filing periods held under this title. The filing officer nmay
permt the withdrawal of a filing for the office of precinct conmttee
officer at the request of the candidate at any tinme if no ((absentee))
ball ots have been issued for that office and the ballots for that
preci nct have not been printed. The filing officer may permt the
w thdrawal of a filing for any elected office of a city, town, or
special district at the request of the candidate at any tine before a
primary if the primary ballots for that city, town, or special district
have not been ordered. No filing fee may be refunded to any candi date
who wthdraws wunder this section. Notice of the deadline for
wi t hdrawal of candi dacy and that the filing fee is not refundabl e shal
be given to each candidate at the tinme he or she files.

Sec. 31. RCW29A 28.021 and 2006 c 344 s 11 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

A vacancy caused by the death or disqualification of any candi date
or nomnee of a major or mnor political party may be filled at any
time up to and including the day prior to the election for that
posi tion. For state partisan offices in any political subdivision
voted on solely by electors of a single county, an individual shall be
appointed to fill such vacancy by the county central conmttee in the
case of a major political party or by the state central conmttee or
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conpar abl e governing body in the case of a mnor political party. For
other partisan offices, including federal or statew de offices, an
i ndi vi dual shall be appointed to fill such vacancy by the state central
commttee or conparable governing body of the appropriate politica
party.

I f the vacancy occurs no |ater than the el eventh Tuesday prior to
the state primary or general election concerned and the ballots have
been printed, it shall be mandatory that they be corrected by the
appropriate election officers. In nmaking such correction, it shall not
be necessary to reprint conplete ballots if any other |ess expensive
techni que can be used and the resulting correction is reasonably clear.

| f the vacancy occurs after the el eventh Tuesday prior to the state
primary or general election and tinme does not exist in which to correct
bal | ot s (({reludingabsenteeballtotsy)), either in total or in part,
then the votes cast or recorded for the person who has died or becone
disqualified shall be counted for the person who has been naned to fil
such vacancy.

When the secretary of state is the person with whom the appoi nt nent

by the major or mnor political party is filed, the secretary shall, in
certifying candidates or nomnations to the various county officers
insert the name of the person appointed to fill a vacancy.

If the secretary of state has already sent forth the certificate
when the appointnment to fill a vacancy is filed, the secretary shal
forthwith certify to the county auditors of the proper counties the
name and pl ace of residence of the person appointed to fill a vacancy,

the office for which the person is a candidate or nom nee, the party
t he person represents, and all other pertinent facts pertaining to the
vacancy.

Sec. 32. RCW29A.28.061 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 119 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The general election laws and laws relating to partisan prinaries
shall apply to the special primaries and vacancy el ections provi ded for
in chapter 29A 28 RCWto the extent that they are not inconsistent with
the provisions of these sections. M nor political party and
i ndependent candi dates nmay appear only on the general election ballot.
Statutory tinme deadlines relating to ((avattabiHHty—ef—absentee))
mai ling ballots, certification, canvassing, and rel ated procedures that
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cannot be net in a tinmely fashion nmay be nodified for the purposes of

a specific primary or vacancy election under this chapter by the
secretary of state through energency rules adopted under RCW
29A. 04. 611.

Sec. 33. RCW29A.32.241 and 2004 c¢ 271 s 123 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The | ocal voters' panphlet shall include but not belimted to the
fol | ow ng:

(1) Appearing on the cover, the words "official |ocal voters'
panmphl et," the name of the jurisdiction producing the panphlet, and the
date of the election or primary;

(2) Alist of jurisdictions that have nmeasures or candidates in the
panphl et ;

(3) Information on how a person may register to vote and obtain
((ar—absentee)) a ballot;

(4) The text of each neasure acconpanied by an explanatory
statenment prepared by the prosecuting attorney for any county neasure
or by the attorney for the jurisdiction submtting the neasure if other
than a county measure. All explanatory statenents for city, town, or
district nmeasures not approved by the attorney for the jurisdiction
submtting the neasure shall be reviewed and approved by the county
prosecuting attorney or city attorney, when applicable, before
i nclusion in the panphlet;

(5 The argunents for and against each neasure submtted by
comm ttees sel ected pursuant to RCW29A. 32. 280; and

(6) For partisan primary elections, information on how to vote the
applicable ballot format and an expl anation that mnor political party
candi dates and i ndependent candidates will appear only on the genera
el ection ballot.

Sec. 34. RCW29A 36.115 and 2005 ¢ 243 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Al | provi si onal ((ahd —absentee)) ballots nust be visually
di stingui shable from((each—ether)) mail ballots and nust be either

(1) Printed on col ored paper; or

(2) Inprinted with a bar code for the purpose of identifying the
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bal l ot as a provisional ((er—absentee)) ballot. The bar code nust not
identify the voter
( ( Provistonal-—and —absentee—ballots—must—be—tnreapable—of—betng
bl || L . o )

Sec. 35. RCW 29A.36.131 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 130 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

After the close of business on the |last day for candidates to file
for office, the filing officer shall, fromanong those filings nmade in
person and by nail, determ ne by lot the order in which the nanmes of
those candidates will appear on all primary((+)) and sanpl e((-—and
absentee)) ballots. The determ nation shall be done publicly and may
be witnessed by the nedia and by any candi date. If no primary is
requi red for any nonpartisan office under RCW 29A. 52. 011 or 29A.52. 220,
or if any independent or mnor party candidate files a declaration of
candi dacy, the nanes shall appear on the general election ballot in the
order determ ned by |ot.

Sec. 36. RCW 29A.36.161 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 132 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) On the top of each ballot nust be printed clear and concise
instructions directing the voter how to mark the ballot, including
wite-in votes. On the top of each primary ball ot nust be printed the
instructions required by this chapter.

(2) The questions of adopting constitutional anendnents or any
ot her state neasure authorized by law to be submtted to the voters at
that election nust appear after the instructions and before any
of fices.

(3) In a year that president and vice president appear on the
general election ballot, the names of candi dates for president and vice
president for each political party nust be grouped together with a
si ngl e response position for a voter to indicate his or her choi ce.

(4) On a general election ballot, the candidate or candi dates of
the major political party that received the highest nunber of votes
from the electors of this state for the office of president of the
United States at the l|last presidential election nust appear first
follow ng the appropriate office heading. The candi date or candi dates
of the other major political parties will followaccording to the votes
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cast for their nomnees for president at the last presidential
el ection, and i ndependent candi dates and the candi date or candi dates of
all other parties will followin the order of their qualification with
the secretary of state.

({ (5 —AH—paper—balteots—andhallot—cards—used—al—a—poltngplace
nust—he—seguentia-by—ruberedi-n——such—a—wayto—permt—removal—ol—sueh
mHrbers—w-Hhow—eavi-ng—any—dent - ngar-ks—on—the-balbot—) )

Sec. 37. RCW29A. 40.061 and 2009 ¢ 415 s 6 and 2009 ¢ 369 s 38 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) ((Fhe—county—auditor—shatl-—issue—an—absentee—ballot—lor—the
paey — o —electton—For —whiteh —H —was —reguested——or —for —tHhe —npext
BECHH g — PRy — o —elect-on—when—ongotng—absentee—status—has—been
reguested—H—the—informatton—contatned—in—a—reguest—lor—an—absentee
battol—or—ongotng—absentee—status—recetved-by—the—county—aud-tor—+s
conplete—and—correct —and —the —appb-ecant—+s— QHG¥FFFGG to—vote—under

For —that —pesttion—pust —be —presented —to—absentee—voters—from—that

. I " neludi I I I I ball
o —a — separate — absentee — balHot—The — balbob — rust — provi-de — space
destgrated—for—wit-ng+n—thenare—of—additional—candi-dates—

2y)) A registered voter may obtain a replacenent ballot if the
ball ot is destroyed, spoiled, |ost, or not received by the voter. The
voter may obtain the ballot by telephone request, by nuil
el ectronically, or in person. The county auditor shall keep a record
of each repl acenent ball ot provided under this subsection.

((3))) (2) The county auditor shall mail all ((absentee)) ballots
and related material to overseas and service voters under 39 US.C
3406. |If candidate and ball ot neasure information is avail able on the
web site of the county auditor or secretary of state, the county
auditor shall provide the appropriate web site information with the
bal |l ot material s.

Sec. 38. RCW 29A. 40. 070 and 2006 c 344 s 13 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
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(1) Except where a recount or litigation under RCW 29A 68.011 is
pendi ng, the county auditor shall have sufficient ((absentee)) ballots
avail able for ((absentee)) voters of that county, other than overseas
((wveters)) and service voters, at |east twenty days before any prinmary,
general election, or special election. The county auditor nust mail
((absentee)) ballots to each voter ((fer—whemthe—countyauditer—has
reecetved—a-—reguest—aineteen—days—betore—the primary—or—eleect+on) ) at
| east eighteen days before the primary or el ection. ({ For—a-—reguest
For—an—absentee—batlot—recerved—alter—thenineteenth—day—beltore—the

(2) At least thirty days before any primary, general election, or
special election, the county auditor shall nmail ballots to all overseas
and service voters. A request for a ballot made by an overseas or
service voter after that day nust be processed i medi ately.

(3) Each county auditor shall certify to the office of the
secretary of state the dates the ballots prescribed in subsection (1)
of this section were avail able and mail ed.

(4) If ((absentee)) ballots will not be available or mailed as
prescribed in subsection (1) of this section, the county auditor shal
imredi ately certify to the office of the secretary of state when
((absentee)) ballots will be available and nail ed. Copies of this
certification nust be provided to the county canvassing board, the
press, jurisdictions wwth issues on the ballot in the election, and any
candi dat es.

(5 If ((absentee)) ballots were not available or nmiled as
prescribed in subsection (1) of this section, for a reason other than
a recount or litigation, the county auditor, in consultation wth the
certification and training programof the office of the secretary of
state, shall submt a report to the office of the secretary of state
outlining why the deadline was m ssed and what corrective actions wll
be taken in future elections to ensure that ((absentee)) ballots are
avai l abl e and mail ed as prescribed in subsection (1) of this section.

(6) Failure to have ((absentee)) ballots available and mail ed as
prescribed in subsection (1) of this section does not by itself provide
a basis for an election contest or other |l egal challenge to the results
of a primary, general election, or special election.
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Sec. 39. RCW 29A.40.080 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1008 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The delivery of ((anr—absentee)) a_replacenent ballot for any
primary or election shall be subject to the follow ng qualifications:

(1) Only the registered voter personally, or a mnenber of the
registered voter's imediate famly nmay pick up ((anr—absentee)) a
repl acenent ballot for the voter at the office of the issuing officer
unl ess the voter is a resident of a health care facility, as defined by
RCW 70. 37. 020(3), ((en—-eleetionday)) and applies by nessenger for ((an
absentee)) a replacenent ballot. In this latter case, the nessenger
may pick up the voter's ((absentee)) ballot.

(2) Except as noted in subsection (1) of this section, the issuing
officer shall mail or deliver the ((absentee)) replacenent ballot
directly to each applicant.

Sec. 40. RCW29A. 40.091 and 2009 c 369 s 39 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The county auditor shall send each ((absentee)) voter a ballot, a
security envelope in which to seal the ballot after voting, a |arger
envel ope in which to return the security envel ope, and instructions on
how to mark the ballot and how to return it to the county auditor. The
instructions that acconpany ((an—absenrtee)) a ballot for a partisan
primary nmust include instructions for voting the applicable ballot
style, as provided in chapter 29A 36 RCW The ((absentee)) voter's
name and address nust be printed on the larger return envel ope, which
must al so contain a declaration by the ((absentee)) voter reciting his
or her qualifications and stating that he or she has not voted in any
other jurisdiction at this election, together with a sumuary of the
penalties for any violation of any of the provisions of this chapter.
The declaration nust clearly informthe voter that it is illegal to
vote if he or she is not a United States citizen; it is illegal to vote
if he or she has been convicted of a felony and has not had his or her
voting rights restored; and, except as otherw se provided by law, it is
illegal to cast a ballot or sign ((anr—absentee)) the return envel ope on
behal f of another voter. The return envel ope nmust provide space for
the voter to indicate the date on which the ballot was voted and for
the voter to sign the oath. It nust also contain a space so that the
voter may include a tel ephone nunber. A summary of the applicable
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penalty provisions of this chapter nust be printed on the return
envel ope i medi ately adj acent to the space for the voter's signature.
The signature of the voter on the return envelope nust affirm and
attest to the statenents regarding the qualifications of that voter and
to the validity of the ballot. The return envel ope nust al so have a
secrecy flap that the voter may seal that wll cover the voter's
signature and optional telephone nunber. For overseas voters and
service voters, the signed declaration on the return envelope
constitutes the equivalent of a voter registration for the election or
primary for which the ballot has been issued. The voter nust be
instructed to either return the ballot to the county auditor by whomit
was issued or attach sufficient first-class postage, if applicable, and
mail the ballot to the appropriate county auditor no | ater than the day
of the election or primary for which the ballot was issued.

| f the county auditor chooses to forward ((absentee)) ballots, he
or she nust include with the ballot a clear explanation of the
qualifications necessary to vote in that election and nust al so advise
a voter with questions about his or her eligibility to contact the

county auditor. This explanation may be provided on the ballot
envel ope, on an enclosed insert, or printed directly on the ballot
itself. If the information is not included, the envel ope nust clearly

indicate that the ballot is not to be forwarded and that return postage
I S guarant eed.

Sec. 41. RCW 29A.40.100 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1010 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

County auditors must request that observers be appointed by the
maj or political parties to be present during the processing of
((absentee)) ballots. The absence of the observers will not prevent
the processing of ((absentee)) ballots if the county auditor has
requested their presence.

Sec. 42. RCW 29A. 40.110 and 2009 c 369 s 40 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The openi ng and subsequent processing of return envel opes for
any primary or election may begin upon receipt. The tabul ation of
((absentee)) ballots nmust not comence until after 8:00 p.m on the day
of the primary or el ection.
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(2) Al received ((absentee)) return envel opes nust be placed in
secure locations fromthe tinme of delivery to the county auditor until
their subsequent opening. After opening the return envel opes, the
county canvassing board shall place all of the ballots in secure
storage until after 8:00 p.m of the day of the primary or election
((Absentee)) Ballots that are to be tabulated on an electronic vote
tallying system nmay be taken from the inner envelopes and all the
normal procedural steps may be perfornmed to prepare these ballots for
t abul ati on.

(3) Before opening a returned ((absentee)) ballot envel ope, the
canvassi ng board, or its designated representatives, shall exam ne the
post mark, statenment, and signature on the return envel ope that contains
the security envel ope and ((absentee)) ballot. All personnel assigned
to verify signatures nmust receive training on statew de standards for
signature verification. Personnel shall verify that the voter's
signature on the return envelope is the sane as the signature of that
voter in the registration files of the county. Verification my be
conducted by an automated verification systemapproved by the secretary
of state. ((Fer-—any—absentee—balloet)) A variation between the
signature of the voter on the return envel ope and the signature of that
voter in the registration files due to the substitution of initials or
the use of comon nicknanes is permtted so long as the surnanme and
handwiting are clearly the sane.

(4) ((Fer—+registeredvoters—ecastingabsenteeballets)) The date on
the return envelope to which the voter has attested determ nes the
validity, as to the tinme of voting ((fer—that—absenteebaltet)) if the
postmark is mssing or is illegible. For overseas voters and service
voters, the date on the return envel ope to which the voter has attested
determnes the validity as to the tine of voting ((fer—that—absentee
battet) ).

Sec. 43. RCW 29A.40.120 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1012 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

((Fhe—absentee—baltots)) Ballot counts nust be reported at a
mnimum on a congressional and legislative district basi s.
((Absentee)) Ballots may be counted by congressional or |egislative
district or by individual precinct, except as required under RCW
29A. 60. 230( 2) .
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These returns nust be added to the total of the votes cast at the

((potHHHng—places)) voting centers

Sec. 44. RCW 29A.44.010 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1101 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

No person may interfere with a voter in any way wthin ((the
potHHngptace)) a voting center. This does not prevent the voter from
receiving assistance in preparing his or her ballot as provided in RCW
29A. 44. 240.

Sec. 45. RCW 29A.44.030 and 2004 c¢ 267 s 317 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

Any voter may take into the voting booth or voting device any
printed or witten material to assist in casting his or her vote. The
voter shall not use this material to electioneer and shall renmove the
mat eri al when he or she |eaves the ((peHs—oer—the—disabitity—acecess

votinhg—teecation)) voting center.

Sec. 46. RCW 29A.44.040 and 2004 ¢ 267 s 318 are each anended to
read as follows:
No ballots may be used in any ((petHHng—place—or—disabityr—acecess

voting—tecation)) voting center other than those prepared by the county
auditor. No voter is entitled to vote nore than once at a primary or

a general or special election, except that if a voter incorrectly marks
a ballot, he or she may return it and be issued a new ballot. The
((preetnet)) election officer((s)) shall void the incorrectly marked
ballot and returnit to the county auditor.

Sec. 47. RCW 29A.44.050 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1105 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

({ tH—At—the—directton—of—the—county—auvdi-tor——a—team—or —tLeans
corposed—ol—a—representattve ol —at—|teast—two—rajor—pob-tical—parties
shat-—stop—at —destgnated —pol-Hng —places —and —prek —up —the —sealed
containers of voted, untallied ballots for delivery to the counting
center. There nay be nore than one delivery fromeach polling place.
Fwo — preeinet —election— ol Hctals——representing — bwo — o — pobteal
parties—shat—seal—the—voted-—balHots—+n—econtatners—tuwrn-shed—by—the
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county auditor and properly identified with his or her address with
uni quely prenunbered seal s.

£2))) For voting centers other than the county auditor's office, at
least two_enployees_or_representatives of different major_ politica
parties shall transfer the sealed ballot containers to and from the
voting center. At the counting center or the collection stations where
the sealed ballot containers are delivered ((by—the—destghated

representati-ves—ofthe rmajor—poetiecal—parties)), the county auditor or
((a—desighnated—representative—of —the—ecountyr—auditer)) his_ or her
desi gnee shall receive the sealed ballot containers, record the tine,
date, ((preethret—nare—oer—nuRber)) voting center |ocation, and sea
nunber of each ball ot contai ner.

Sec. 48. RCW 29A.44.060 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1106 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The county auditor shall provide in each ((pelHHng—plaece)) voting
center a sufficient nunmber of voting booths or voting devices al ong
Wi th any supplies necessary to enable the voter to mark or register his
or her choices on the ballot and within which the voters may cast their
votes in secrecy.

Sec. 49. RCW29A.44.070 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1107 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

( { A-—al—primartes—and —elections— —general —or —spectal——ir—ak-
counties—thepolls)) Every voting center open on election_day nust be
kept open from seven o'clock a.m to eight o'clock p.m Al qualified

electors who are at the ((pelHH+ng—pltace)) voting center at eight
o'clock p.m((5)) shall be allowed to cast their votes.

Sec. 50. RCW29A 44.090 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1109 are each anended to
read as follows:

{( { Aregtstered—voter—shall—not—be—alowedto—voteinthe—precinet
Hiwhi-eh—he—or—she+s—registeredat—any—electi-on—or—prmary—tor—whi-eh
that—veter—has—ecast—an—absentee—ballot—A—registered—voter—who—has
reguested—an—absentee—ballot—for—a—prrary—or—speetal-—or—general-

| . | I I , . L I in
that-— prmary — o —eleetion —shall —east —a —provistonal- —balot—Fhe
. I | chall he_ball L it find I I
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has al so voted by absentee ballot in that primary or election. )) If a
voter who_ was_issued _a_nmil _ ballot_ requests to_ vote on_a_direct
recording electronic voting device, the county auditor nust first
confirm that the voter has not already returned a voted ballot.
Confirmation that the voter has not already returned a voted ball ot may
be achieved by accessing_the county voter registration_ system by
el ectronic, telephonic, or other neans. If the election official is
unable to_confirm that the voter has not already returned a_ voted
ballot, the voter may not vote on a direct recording electronic voting
devi ce.

In _order to_prevent nultiple voting, any voter who votes on_a
direct recording electronic voting device nust be imediately credited

or _otherwise flagged as_having_ voted. If a voted nmil ballot is
returned _from a_voter after the voter cast_a_ballot_ on_a_direct
recording electronic voting device, the nmmil ballot nust not be
count ed.

Sec. 51. RCW29A.44.140 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1113 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) ((Eaeh—county—auditer)) The secretary of state shall provide
voting and registration instructions, printed in large type, to be
conspi cuously displayed at each ((petHng—place —and —permanent
registrat+on—+faect-Hty)) voting center.

(2) The ((eounty—auditer)) secretary of state shall make
information available for deaf persons throughout the state by
t el ecommuni cati ons.

Sec. 52. RCW 29A.44.150 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1114 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The ((preetnet)) election officers for each ((preethet)) voting
center shall neet at the designated ((pel+ng—place)) voting center at
the tinme set by the county auditor.

Sec. 53. RCW29A 44.160 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1115 are each anended to
read as follows:

Bef are (( epemtng—the—poHs—for—a—prectnet——the—vebing—eguphrent
shaH—be—+nspectedto—determne—+——has—been—property—preparedtor
vating——H—the—veoting—eguiprent—+s—capable—of —direct—tabulation—of
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each—veter-schoteces—the preetnet—eleetionoffiecers)) voting begins on

any direct recording electronic voting equipnent, election officials

shal|l verify that no votes have been registered for any i ssue or office

to be voted on at that primary or election. ((Anry—battet—boex—shall—be
caretuHby—examned—by—the—rudges—ol—electtonto—determnethat— s

Sec. 54. RCW 29A. 44.170 and 2003 c¢ 111 s 1116 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
At all primaries and elections the flag of the United States shal

be conspi cuously di spl ayed ((+na—froent—ot—eachpoeting—place)) at each

voting center.

Sec. 55. RCW29A.44.190 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1118 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The ((preetnet)) election officers shall periodically exam ne the
voting devices to determne if they have been tanpered wth.

Sec. 56. RCW29A 44.205 and 2005 ¢ 243 s 7 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Any person desiring to vote ((at—anry—prrary—or—eleetioen)) on a
disability access voting device is required to provide identification
to the election officer ((betore—signingthepoll—boek)) at the voting
center. The identification required in this section can be satisfied
by providing a valid photo identification, such as a driver's |icense
or state identification card, student identification card, or triba
identification card, a voter's voter identification issued by a county
el ections officer, or a copy of a current utility bill, bank statenent,
paycheck, or governnent check or other governnent docunent. Any
i ndi vidual who desires to vote in person at a voting center but cannot
provide identification as required by this section shall be issued a
provi si onal ball ot.

The secretary of state nay adopt rules to carry out this section.

Sec. 57. RCW 29A. 44. 207 and 2005 ¢ 243 s 6 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
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Provi sional ballots nust be issued, along wth a provisional ball ot
outer envel ope and a security envel ope, to voters as appropriate under
RCW 29A. 04. 008. The provisional ballot outer envel ope nust include a
pl ace for the voter's nane; regi stered address, both present and forner
if applicable; date of birth; reason for the provisional ballot; the
preci nct nunber ((anrd—the—precinet—poting));  the_ voting_center
| ocation at which the voter has voted; and a space for the county
auditor to list the disposition of the provisional ballot. The
provi sional ballot outer envel ope nust also contain a declaration as
required for ((absentee)) nmil ballot outer envelopes under RCW
29A.40.091 (as recodified by this act); a place for the voter to sign
the oath; and a summary of the applicable penalty provisions of this
chapter. The voter shall vote the provisional ballot in secrecy and,
when done, place the provisional ballot in the security envel ope, then
pl ace the security envelope into the outer envelope, and return it to
the ((preeinet)) election official. The election official shall ensure
that the required information is conpleted on the outer envel ope, have
the voter sign it in the appropriate space, and place the envel ope in
a secure container. The official shall then give the voter witten
i nformati on advising the voter how to ascertain whether the vote was
counted and, if applicable, the reason why the vote was not counted.

Sec. 58. RCW29A.44.210 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1120 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Any person desiring to vote at any primary or election at a voting
center is required to sign ((hts—er—her—nare—oen—the—appropriate
preetnet—H-st—ofregistered—voters)) the oath affirmng that the voter
neets the qualifications to_vote. If the voter registered using a
mark, or can no longer sign his or her nanme, the election officers
shall require the voter to be identified by another registered voter.

( { Fhe—preecinet—electton—oticers—shalb—then—record—the—voter's
Aafe-) )

Sec. 59. RCW 29A.44.225 and 2005 ¢ 242 s 4 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

A voter voting on an electronic voting device nmay not |eave the
devi ce during the voting process, except to request assistance fromthe
((preetnet)) election officers, until the voting process is conpl eted.
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Sec. 60. RCW 29A. 44. 231 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 138 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
As each ((weter—easts—his—eor—her—vote)) voted ballot is received,

the ((preetnet)) election officers shall ((+nasert—+nthepolH—booksor
prectaet —H-st—ob —registered —voters —oppostte—that —voter s —nane——a
potati+en—te)) credit the voter with having participated in that primry
or election. No record may be nade of a voter's party affiliation in
a partisan primary, except at a presidential election. ((Fre—preecthet
electton—ofHcers—shal-b—record—the—voter' s—nane—so—that—a—separate
record is kept.))

Sec. 61. RCW29A. 44.260 and 2003 c 111 s 1125 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
I f at ((thet+tre—oft¢closihrgthepoltss)) 8:00 p.m on election day

there are ((any)) voters in the ((petHng—place)) voting center who
have not voted, they shall be allowed to vote ((afHter—the—poetls—have

been——closed)) .

Sec. 62. RCW 29A.44.265 and 2004 ¢ 267 s 501 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) An individual who votes in an election for federal office as a
result of a federal or state court order or any other order extending

the time for ((etestngthe—polts)) voting, my vote in that election

only by casting a provisional ballot. As to court orders extendi ng the
time for ((elesingthepolts)) voting, this section does not apply to
any voters who were present in the ((petHngplace)) voting center at
the statutory closing time and as a result are permtted to vote under
RCW ((29A—44-0+0)) 29A. 44.260. This section does not, by itself,
aut horize any court to order that any individual be permtted to vote
or to extend the tinme for ((elesing—the—potls)) voting, but this
section is intended to conply with 42 U S.C. Sec. 15482(c) with regard
to federal elections.

(2) Any ballot cast under subsection (1) of this section must be
separated and held apart from other provisional ballots cast by those
not affected by the order.

Sec. 63. RCW29A.44.270 and 2003 c 111 s 1126 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
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At each ((preetnet)) voting_ center inmmediately after the |ast
qualified voter has cast his or her vote, the ((preetnet)) election
of ficers shall ((renrder—unusableand)) secure in a container all unused

bal | ots ((fer—that—preetnet)) and return themto the county auditor.

Sec. 64. RCW 29A.44.410 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1134 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) At least ((+en)) twenty days prior to any primary or el ection,
general or special, the county auditor shall appoint ((enre—+nspeetor
and—two—udges—of—electi-ontor—eachprecinet—{or—each—conbination—of
prectnrels —terporartby —econsob-dated —as —a—stnghe —precinet —For —that

ma—preethets—pursuant—to—ROA29A48-010)) three election_observers

for each_counting center. Two election_observers shall be_ appointed
fromthat political party which polled the highest nunber of votes in
the county for_ its candidate_ for_ president at_the_ |ast_ preceding
presidential election_and_ one_ election_observer from the_ political

party polling the next highest nunber of votes in the county for its
candidate for president at the sane election. Except as provided in
subsection (3) of this section, the persons appointed shall be anong
t hose whose nanes are contained on the lists furnished under RCW

29A. 44430 (( by—the—chatrpersons—ol—the —county—central—commttees—of
e — pobtiecal — parties —entithed — o — representation — thereon—Such
prectnet—electon—oltecers—whenever—possible—should—beresidents—of
thepreetnet—+nwhiechtheyserve)) (as recodified by this act).

(2) The county auditor may delete fromthe Iists of names submtted
((to the auditor by the chairpersons of the county central commttees))
under RCW 29A.44.430 (as recodified by this act): (a) The nanmes of
t hose persons who indicate to the auditor that they cannot or do not
w sh to serve as ((preetnet)) election ((effHeers)) observers for the
primary or election ((er—whe—-etherwse cannot—soe—serve)); and (b) the
nanes of those persons who |lack the ability to conduct properly the
duti es of an ((+nhspeetor—or—fudge—-of)) el ection observer after training
in that proper conduct has been made available to them by the auditor.
The lists ((whieh—are)) submtted to the auditor in a timely manner
under RCW 29A.44.430 (as recodified by this act), less the deletions
aut hori zed by this subsection, constitute the official nomnation lists

for ((Hnhspeetors—andfudges—of)) el ection observers.
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(3) If the nunber of persons whose nanmes are on the official
nom nation list for a political party is not sufficient to satisfy the
requi renents of subsection ((4))) (1) of this section as it applies to
that political party ((er—is—etherwise—insuifiectrent—to—provide—the
mrber—of —prectnet—electton—ol-H-etal s —reguired —Hom—that —pobitiecal
party)), the auditor shall notify the chair of the party's county
central commttee regarding the deficiency. The chair may, within five
busi ness days of being notified by the auditor, add to the party's
nom nation list the nanes of additional persons belonging to that
political party who are qualified to serve ((enthe—-eleetionboeards))
as an election observer. To the extent that, follow ng this procedure,
the nunber of persons whose nanes appear on the official nom nation
lists of the political parties is insufficient to provide the nunber of
el ection ((+nspeetors—andfudges)) observers required for a primary or
el ection, the auditor may appoint a properly trained person ((whese
rare—does—not—appear—on—sueh—a—++st)) to serve as an ((Hnspeetor—or
rudge—oef)) election ((fer—apreetnet)) observer.

({ t4—TFhe—county—auditor—shall —destgnate—the—nspector—and—one
fudge —+a—each—prectnet —from—that —polttecal—party—whit-eh—polled—the
bghest—nunber—ob—veotes—inthe —countytor—+ts—candidatetor—prestdent
at—the—last—preceding—presidenttal—electon—and—one—tudge—from-that

party —+s—suf-ielent- —to —sati-sty —the —requi+rerents—inrpoesed —by—thts
stbhsect-on—

5 —Exeept-—as—provi-ded —-n—ROW-29A44-440 —for —the —HH+Hng—ef
vacanctes—thts—shalH—bethe—exelusive—nethodtor—the—apporntrent—ol
i nspectors and judges to serve as precinct election officers at any
prary —or—eleeti-on-—general—or—spectal——and —shall-—supersede—the

. : Ll I __whetd | Ll
nature, having different requirements.))

Sec. 65. RCW 29A.44.430 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1136 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The precinct commttee officer of each major political party shal
((eertify)) provide to the officer's county chair a list of those
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persons belonging to the officer's political party qualified to act
((upon—the—election—board—in—the—offiecer-s—preeihet)) as_election
observers.

({ By—the—Hrst—day—of—June—each—vyear——the—chatr—of —the—county
central—comrttee—of—each—mafor —polbitteal—party—shatbb—ecerttby—to-the
of-Heer—having—urtsdietion—ol—the—election—a—t-st—ol—those—persons
belongtng—to—the—county—chatlrs-—politteal—party—in—each—prectnet—vwho
are qualified to act on the election board therein.))

The county chair shall conpile ((thts)) a list ((frem-the—nanres
certifi+ed)) of nanes_ provided by the various precinct conmttee
of ficers ((unless—honaresornot—asuffietent)) and by the first day
of June each year provide the list of nanes of persons qualified to act
as_election observers to the officer having jurisdiction of the
election. If an insufficient nunber of nanes have been ((eertified))
provided from a precinct, ((+a—whiech—event)) the county chair may
i nclude ((t+herernr—the)) nanes of qualified nenbers of the county
chair's party selected by the county chair. The county chair shall
((atse)) have the authority to substitute nanes of persons recommended
by the precinct commttee officers if ((+athejudgrent—oef)) the county
chair deens such persons are not qualified to serve as ((preetnet))
el ection ((efHeers)) observers.

Sec. 66. RCW 29A.44.490 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1142 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

( (Fhe —inspeetor— —judges —and —elerks —of —eleetion)) Election
observers, before entering upon the duties of their offices, shall take
and subscribe the prescribed oath or affirmation which shall be
adm ni stered to them by any person authorized to adm ni ster oaths and
verified under the hand of the person by whomsuch oath or affirmation
is adm ni stered. ((H—no—such—personi+s—present—thei+nspector—shal-
adm--ster—the —same—to—the tudges—and—clerks——and—one—ob —the—tudges
shaH—admntster—the oath—tothe+nspector—) )

The county auditor shall furnish two copies of the proper form of
oath to each ((preetnet—eleectionoffiecer)) election observer, one copy
thereof, after execution, to be placed and transmtted wth the
el ection returns.
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Sec. 67. RCW29A.44.530 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1146 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
The ((fees—oft—officers—of—eleetton)) conpensation_ of election
observers shall be ((as—feHows—
he i ud | el ord : I . I I I .
houryr—wage—per—hour)) as provided under RCW 49.46. 020, the exact
anount to be fixed by the respective boards of county comm ssioners for
each county. ((To inspectors, the rate paid to judges and clerks plus
an additional two hours' conpensation. The precinct election officer
ki I | . L I . I I .
I ' hal || i1 ed it I on—the
exact —anpunt —te—be —determnred—by —the —respeetive—boards —of —county
corm-sstoners—of—each—<county))

Sec. 68. RCW29A 46.260 and 2006 ¢ 207 s 7 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The legislature finds that the elimnation of polling places
resulting fromthe transition to vote by mail creates barriers that
restrict the ability of many voters with disabilities from achieving
the independence and privacy in voting provided by the accessible
voting devices required under the help Anerica vote act. Counties
((adeopting—a—vote—by—matl—systernr)) nust take appropriate steps to
mtigate these inpacts and to address the obligation to provide voters
with disabilities an equal opportunity to vote independently and
privately, to the extent that this can be achieved w thout incurring
undue adm nistrative and financial burden.

(2) Each county shall establish and maintain an advisory commttee
that includes persons with diverse disabilities and persons wth
expertise in providing accommpdations for persons with disabilities.
The comm ttee shall assist election officials in developing a plan to
identify and inplenent changes to inprove the accessibility of
elections for voters wth disabilities. The plan shall include
recommendations for the foll ow ng:

(a) The nunber of ((petHngplacesthat—wlH—be mwaintatned)) voting
centers that wll be provided in order to ensure that people wth
disabilities have reasonabl e access to accessible voting devices, and
a witten explanation for howthe determ nati on was nade;
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(b) The locations of polling places, drop-off facilities, voting
centers, and other election-related functions necessary to maxim ze
accessibility to persons with disabilities;

(c) Qutreach to voters with disabilities on the availability of
di sability accommodati on, including in-person disability access voti ng;

(d) Transportation of voting devices to |ocations convenient for
voters with disabilities in order to ensure reasonable access for
voters with disabilities; and

(e) Inplenmentation of the provisions of the help Anerica vote act
related to persons with disabilities.

Counties nust update the plan at least annually. The election
review staff of the secretary of state shall review and eval uate the
plan in conformance with the review procedure identified in RCW
29A. 04. 570.

(3) Counties may form a joint advisory conmttee to devel op the
plan identified in subsection (2) of this section if the total
popul ation of the joining counties does not exceed thirty thousand, and
the counties are geographically adjacent.

Sec. 69. RCW29A.48.010 and 2009 ¢ 103 s 1 are each anended to
read as follows:

(1) ((Wth—express—authortzation—rom—the —county — Legistattve
atthorty——the—county—avdi-tor—may)) Al counties shall conduct al

primary, special, and general elections entirely by mail ballot. ((Fhe
cotry —eghshative —author-y —must—ghve —the —county —audi-tor—at—east
. I , . bef he fi I . | I I ol
by—ma-—balbot—H—the—county—tegistative—authortby—and—the—county
' loeid " | I . . 4
Leaislati hor . I ' |
handFed—e+gh%y—days——ae%+ee—be#e#e—%he—#+%s%—e+ee%+en—%e—be—eeﬂdueked
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baH-ot—enly—TFhe—auditor—shal—mait—each—active—voter—a—balHot—at
least—etghteen—days—before—a—prrary——general-—election-—or—speeial-
election.))

(2) The requirenments regarding certification, reporting, and the
mailing of overseas and mlitary ballots in RCW 29A 40.070 (as
recodified by this act) apply to elections conducted by mail ballot.

( (4 —H-—the—ecounty—legistative —authority —and —county —audi-tor
determne —under —subsecton— () —of —this —section-—or —H-—the —county
avth-tor—determnes—under—subsection—{2) ol this—seection—to—returnto
a—potng—place—election—environment——the—audt-tor—shalbb—not-y—each

petHng—placetobeused)) (3) The county auditor shall notify by mai
each reqgistered voter not already notified that all future prinaries
and_elections_wll _ be_ conducted by nmail. The notice_ nust_include
information on the availability of voting centers in the event that the
voter wishes to continue to vote in person.

Sec. 70. RCW 29A.48.040 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1204 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) ((H—a—county—auditor—conduets—an—electton—by—matt-)) The
county auditor shall designate one or nore places for the deposit of
bal l ots not returned by nail. The places designated under this section
shall be open on the date of the election for a period of thirteen
hours, beginning at 7:00 a.m and ending at 8:00 p. m

(2) Aregistered voter may obtain a replacenent ball ot as provided
in this subsection. A voter may request a replacenment mail ballot in
person, by nmail, by telephone, or by other electronic transm ssion for
hi nsel f or herself and for any nenber of his or her immediate famly.
The request nust be received by the auditor before 8:00 p.m on
el ection day. The county auditor shall keep a record of each
replacenent ballot issued, including the date of +the request.
Repl acement mail ballots may be counted in the final tabulation of
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ballots only if the original ballot is not received by the county
auditor and the replacenent ballot neets all requirenments for
tabul ati on necessary for the tabulation of regular nmail ballots.

Sec. 71. RCW29A 48.060 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1206 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

( { AH—matH—hallots—authortzed— by —ROW-29A-48-010—29A-48-0620——o+
29A. 48. 030 nust  contain the sane offices, nanes of nomnees or
candi-dates——and —propostttons —to—be—voted —upon——inchluding —precinet
offices, as if the ballot had been voted in person at the polling
place—Except—as—otherw-se—provided—by—law —mat-b—balHots—must—be

the—voter—)) |If electronic vote tallying devices are used, political

party observers nust be given the opportunity to be present, and a test

of the equi pnent nust be perforned as required by RCW 29A. 12. 130 before
tabul ating ballots. Political party observers nay select at random
bal l ots to be counted manual |y as provi ded by RCW29A. 60. 170.

Sec. 72. RCW 29A.52.141 and 2004 c¢ 271 s 141 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Instructions for voting a consolidated ballot or a physically
separate ballot, whichever is applicable, nust appear, at the very
| east, in:

(1) Any primary voters' panphlet prepared by the secretary of state
or a local governnent if a partisan office will appear on the ballot;

(2) Instructions that acconpany any partisan primary ball ot;

(3) Any notice of a partisan primary published in conpliance with
RCW 29A. 52. 311

(4) A sanple ballot prepared by a county auditor under RCW
29A. 36. 151 for a partisan primary;

(5) The web site of the office of the secretary of state and any
exi sting web site of a county auditor's office; and

(6) Every ((poeH+ngplace)) voting center.

Sec. 73. RCW 29A.52.311 and 2004 c¢ 271 s 145 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Not nmore than ((+en)) forty nor less than ((+hree)) twenty days
before the primary the county auditor shall publish notice of such
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primary in one or nore newspapers of general circulation within the
county. The notice nust contain the proper party designations, the
names and addresses of all persons who have filed a declaration of
candi dacy to be voted upon at that primary, instructions for voting the
applicable ballot, as provided in chapter 29A 36 RCW the hours during
which the ((peHs)) voting centers will be open, and ((t+he—poelting
places—for—each—preetnet——giving)) the address of each ((petHihng
place)) voting center. The nanes of all candidates for nonpartisan
of fices must be published separately with designation of the offices
for which they are candi dates but w thout party designation. This is
the only notice required for the holding of any primary.

Sec. 74. RCW 29A.52.351 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 175 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Except as provided in RCW29A. 32. 260, notice for any state, county,
district, or nunicipal election, whether special or general, nust be
given by at | east one publication not nore than ((ter)) forty nor |ess
than ((three)) twenty days before the election by the county auditor or
the officer conducting the election as the case may be, in one or nore
newspapers of general circulation wthin the county. The legal notice
must contain the title of each office under the proper party
designation, the nanmes and addresses of all officers who have been
nom nated for an office to be voted upon at that election, together
with the ballot titles of all neasures, the hours during which the

((peHs)) voting centers will be open, and ((the—pottng—places—Ffor
each—preetnet——gving)) the address of each ((petHHngplace)) voting

center. The nanmes of all candidates for nonpartisan offices nust be
publ i shed separately with designation of the offices for which they are
candi dates but wthout party designation. This is the only notice
required for a state, county, district, or nunicipal general or special
el ection and supersedes the provisions of any and all other statutes,
whet her general or special in nature, having different requirenments for
the giving of notice of any general or special election((s)).

Sec. 75. RCW29A.53.080 and 2005 ¢ 153 s 8 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Ballots for elections conducted under the instant runoff voting
met hod should be clear and easily understood. Sanple ballots
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illustrating voting procedures nust be posted in ((er—hear)) voting
((beeths)) centers and included wthin instruction packets for
((absentee)) mail ballots. Directions provided to voters must conform
substantially to the foll ow ng specifications:

"You may choose a maxi num of three candidates for each

office in order of preference. Indicate your first choice
desi gnation by marking the nunber "1" besi de a candi date's nane
(or by marking in the colum | abeled "First Choice"). |Indicate

your second choi ce designation by marking the nunber "2" beside
a candidate's nane (or by marking in the colum | abel ed " Second
Choice"). Indicate your third choice designation by marking
the nunber "3" beside a candidate's nane (or by marking in the
columm | abel ed "Third Choice"). You are not required to choose
nmore than one candidate for each office. Designating two or
nore candidates in order of preference will not affect your
first choice designation. Do not mark the sane designation
nunber beside nore than one candi date or put nore than one mark
in each colum for the office on which you are voting. Do not
ski p designation nunbers.™

Sec. 76. RCW 29A.56.010 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1401 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The people of the state of Washi ngton decl are that:

(1) The current presidential nom nating caucus systemin Washi ngton
state is unnecessarily restrictive of voter participation in that it
di scrim nates against the elderly, the infirm wonen, ((the—disabled))
people with disabilities, evening workers, and ot hers who are unable to
attend caucuses and therefore unable to fully participate in this nost
i nportant quadrennial event that occurs in our denocratic system of
gover nnent .

(2) It is the intent of this chapter to nmake the presidential
sel ection process nore open and representative of the wll of the
peopl e of our state.

(3) Apresidential primary will afford the maxi num opportunity for
voter access by mail ballot and at ((regular—poling—places)) voting
centers during the daytinme and eveni ng hours convenient to the nost
peopl e.
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(4) This state's participation in the selection of presidential
candi dates shall be in accordance with the will of the people as
expressed in a presidential preference primary.

(5 It is the intent of this chapter, to the nmaxi num extent
practicable, to continue to reserve to the political parties the right
to conduct their delegate selection as prescribed by party rules
insofar as it reflects the will of the people as expressed in a
presidential primary el ection conducted every four years in the manner
described by this chapter.

Sec. 77. RCW 29A.56.490 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1438 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The election officials shall count and determ ne the nunber of
votes cast for each individual; and shall also count and determ ne the
aggregate nunber of votes cast for all candi dates whose nanes appear
under each of the respective headings. Were nore than the required
nunber have been voted for, the ballot nust be rejected. ((Fhretgures
determ ned by the various counts wust be entered in the poll books of
the—+respeetive—preetnets—)) The vote nust be canvassed in each county
by the county canvassing board, and certificate of results must within
fifteen days after the election be transmtted to the secretary of
state. Upon receiving the certificate, the secretary of state may
require returns ((er—pelt—beeks)) from any county precinct to be
forwarded for the secretary's exam nation

Where a district enbraces precincts of nore than one county, the
secretary of state shall conbine the votes from all the precincts
included in each district. The delegates elected in each district wll
be the nunber of candidates corresponding to the nunber of state
representatives fromthe district, who receive the highest nunber of
votes in the group (either "for" or "against") that received an
aggregate nunber of votes for all candidates in the group greater than
the aggregate nunber of votes for all the candidates in the other
group. The secretary of state shall issue certificates of election to
t he del egates so el ect ed.

Sec. 78. RCW 29A.60.010 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1501 are each anended to

read as foll ows:
All  elections, whether special or general, held wunder RCW
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((29A04-320)) 29A.04.321 and 29A 04.330 mnust be conducted by the
county auditor as ex officio county supervisor of elections and, except
as provided in RCW 29A.60.240, the returns canvassed by the county
canvassi ng board.

Sec. 79. RCW 29A. 60.030 and 2004 c 266 s 16 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Except as provided by rul e under RCW ((29A—04-610)) 29A.04.611, on
the day of the primary or election, the tabulation of ballots ((at—the
potHing—pltace—or—at—the—counting—eenter)) shall proceed w thout
interruption or adjournnent until all of the ballots cast ((at—the
peH-s—at)) for that primary or election ready for tabulation have been
t abul at ed.

Sec. 80. RCW 29A. 60.050 and 2005 c¢ 243 s 13 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Whenever the ((preetnet)) election officers or the counting center
personnel have a question about the validity of a ballot or the votes
for an office or issue that they are unable to resolve, they shall
prepare and sign a concise record of the facts in question or dispute.
These ballots shall be delivered to the canvassing board for
processing. A ballot is not considered rejected until the canvassing
board has rejected the ballot individually, or the ballot was included
in a batch or on a report of ballots that was rejected in its entirety
by the canvassing board. All ballots shall be preserved in the sane
manner as valid ballots for that primary or el ection.

Sec. 81. RCW29A.60.070 and 2005 ¢ 274 s 249 and 2005 c 243 s 14
are each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

The county auditor shall produce unofficial cunulative and precinct
returns for each primary and election and deliver them to the
canvassi ng board for verification and certification. The precinct and
cunul ative returns of any primary or election are public records under
chapter 42.56 RCW

Cunul ative returns for state offices, judicial offices, the United
States senate, and congress nust be electronically transmtted to the
secretary of state i nmedi ately.
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Sec. 82. RCW29A.60.110 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1511 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

| medi ately after their tabulation, all ballots counted at a ball ot
counting center nust be sealed in containers that identify the primry
or election and be retained for at |east sixty days or according to

federal |aw, whichever is longer. Al ballots ((tatHedbypot——site
balH-ot—counttng—deviees)) collected at voting centers nust be returned

to the elections departnent in sealed ballot containers on election
day. Counties conposed entirely of islands or portions of counties
conposed of islands shall <collect the ballots ((wthiAr—twenty-—four

hours—ofthe—ecloseofthepoells)) no later than the day after el ection
day.

((Ba##e%s—%aba#a%ed—+n—pe++—s+%e—ba##e%—eeHﬂP+ng—de¥+ees—ﬁHsP—be

electton—day—) )

In the presence of major party observers who are avail able, ballots
may be renoved fromthe sealed containers at the el ections departnent
and consolidated into one seal ed container for storage purposes. The
containers may only be opened by the canvassing board as part of the
canvass, or to conduct recounts, or under RCW 29A. 60.170((£3))), or by
order of the superior court in a contest or election dispute. |If the
canvassi ng board opens a ballot container, it shall nake a full record
of the additional tabulation or exam nation made of the ballots. This
record nust be added to any other record of the canvassing process in
t hat county.

Sec. 83. RCW29A.60.120 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1512 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) ((Fhebatotspicked—uptromtheprecinets—duringthe—potng
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the—preetnets;)) Al voted ballots nust be manually inspected for
damage, wite-in votes, and incorrect or inconplete marks. If it is
found that any ballot is damaged so that it cannot properly be counted
by the vote tallying system a true duplicate copy nust be made of the
danmaged ballot in the presence of w tnesses and substituted for the
damaged ballot. Al damaged ball ots nust be kept by the county auditor
until sixty days after the primary or election or according to federal
| aw, whi chever is | onger.

((3))) (2) The returns produced by the vote tallying system to
whi ch have been added the counts of questioned ballots((s)) and wite-
in votes((—and—absentee—votes)), constitute the official returns of
the primary or election in that county.

Sec. 84. RCW29A 60.160 and 2007 ¢ 373 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Except for an election conducted under the instant runoff
voting nethod for the pilot project authorized by RCW 29A.53. 020, the
county auditor, as delegated by the county canvassing board, shall
process ((absentee)) ballots and canvass the votes cast at that primary
or election on a daily basis in counties wth a popul ati on of seventy-
five thousand or nore, or at |least every third day for counties with a
popul ati on of |ess than seventy-five thousand, if the county auditor is
i n possession of nore than five hundred ballots that have yet to be
canvassed.

(2) Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays are not counted for
pur poses of this section.

(3) Inorder to protect the secrecy of a ballot, the county auditor
may use discretion to decide when to process ((absentee)) ballots and
canvass the votes.

(4) Tabulation results nust be nmde available to the public
i mredi at el y upon conpl eti on of the canvass.

Sec. 85. RCW 29A. 60. 160 and 2007 ¢ 373 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
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(1) The county auditor, as delegated by the county canvassing
board, shall process ((absentee)) ballots and canvass the votes cast at
that primary or election on a daily basis in counties with a popul ation
of seventy-five thousand or nore, or at |east every third day for
counties with a population of Iess than seventy-five thousand, if the
county auditor is in possession of nore than five hundred ball ots that
have yet to be canvassed.

(2) Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays are not counted for
pur poses of this section.

(3) Inorder to protect the secrecy of a ballot, the county auditor
may use discretion to decide when to process ((absentee)) ballots and
canvass the votes.

(4) Tabulation results nust be nmde available to the public
i mredi atel y upon conpl eti on of the canvass.

Sec. 86. RCW 29A.60.165 and 2006 ¢ 209 s 4 and 2006 ¢ 208 s 1 are
each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

(1) If the voter neglects to sign the outside envel ope of ((an
absentee)) a mail or provisional ballot, the auditor shall notify the
voter by first-class mail and advise the voter of the correct
procedures for conpleting the unsigned affidavit. |If the ((absentee))
ballot is received within three business days of the final neeting of
t he canvassing board, or the voter has been notified by first-class
mail and has not responded at |east three business days before the
final nmeeting of the canvassing board, then the auditor shall attenpt
to notify the voter by tel ephone, using the voter registration record
information. In order for the ballot to be counted, the voter nust
ei t her:

(a) Appear in person and sign the envelope no |later than the day
before the certification of the primary or el ection; or

(b) Sign a copy of the envel ope provided by the auditor, and return
it tothe auditor no later than the day before the certification of the
primary or el ection.

(2)(a) If the handwiting of the signature on ((an—absentee)) a
mai | or provisional ballot envelope is not the sane as the handwiting
of the signature on the registration file, the auditor shall notify the
voter by first-class mail, enclosing a copy of the envel ope affidavit,
and advi se the voter of the correct procedures for updating his or her
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signature on the voter registration file. |If the ((absentee)) mail or
provi sional ballot is received within three business days of the final
nmeeting of the canvassing board, or the voter has been notified by
first-class mail and has not responded at |east three business days
before the final neeting of the canvassing board, then the auditor
shall attenpt to notify the voter by telephone, using the voter
registration record information. In order for the ballot to be
counted, the voter nust either

(i) Appear in person and sign a newregistration formno |ater than
the day before the certification of the primary or el ection; or

(i) Sign a copy of the affidavit provided by the auditor and
return it to the auditor no later than the day before the certification
of the primary or election. The voter may enclose with the affidavit
a photocopy of a valid governnment or tribal issued identification
docunent that includes the voter's current signature. |f the signature
on the copy of the affidavit does not match the signature on file or
the signature on the copy of the identification docunent, the voter
must appear in person and sign a new registration formno |ater than
the day before the certification of the primary or election in order
for the ballot to be counted.

(b) If the signature on ((an—absentee)) a_nmil or provisional
bal | ot envel ope is not the sanme as the signature on the registration
file because the nane is different, the ballot may be counted as |ong
as the handwiting is clearly the sane. The auditor shall send the
voter a change-of-nanme form under RCW 29A. 08. 440 and direct the voter
to conplete the form

(c) If the signature on ((an—absentee)) a_nail or provisional
bal | ot envel ope is not the sanme as the signature on the registration
file because the voter used initials or a common nicknane, the ball ot
may be counted as |long as the surnane and handwiting are clearly the
sane.

(3) A voter may not cure a mssing or msmatched signature for
pur poses of counting the ballot in a recount.

(4) A record nust be kept of all ballots with mssing and
m smat ched signatures. The record nust contain the date on which the
voter was contacted or the notice was mailed, as well as the date on
which the voter signed the envelope, a copy of the envelope, a new
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registration form or a change-of-nanme form That record is a public
record under chapter 42.56 RCW and may be disclosed to interested
parties on witten request.

Sec. 87. RCW29A.60.170 and 2007 ¢ 373 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The counting center ((Hhr—a—ecounty—ustng—voting—systens)) IS
under the direction of the county auditor ((anrd)). Ballot processing
and counting nust be observed by one representative from each major
political party, if representatives have been appointed by the
respective major political parties and these representatives are
present while the counting center is operating. The proceedi ngs nust
be open to the public, but no persons except those enployed and
authorized by the county auditor may touch any ballot or ballot
container or operate a vote tallying system

(2) ((In counties in which ballots are not counted at the polling

| 4 i eial Litical I ’ I ’
ey request that a precinct be selected at random on receipt of the
ball : I L I oy | I I :
I e ball L of il g . I
ba##e%s—#e#—Pha%—p#ee+ne%—nas%—%hen—be—eeun%ed—by—%he—ve%e—%a##ykng

poH—s+te—baHot—counting—device—These—selecttons—nust —be—nade—no
Lapep—Phan—%h%#%y—n#na%es—a#%ep—Phe—e#ese—e#—%he—pe##sr——lhe—nanaak

pe##s———Ihe—p#eeess—HHSP—Pake—p#aee—a%—a—Leea%+en—des+gn&%eé—by—%he
county—audi-ter—for—that—purpese—Fhe—pol-tical—party—observers—rust

. el . Y . w on. w I el
be—present———However——the —process—nust —proceed—as—scheduled—H-—the
observers are unable to attend.
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D—-n—counties—voting—entirelyby—mail)) A random check of the
bal | ot counting equi pnrent may be conduct ed upon nutual agreenent of the

political party observers or at the discretion of the county auditor.
The random check procedures nust be adopted by the county canvassing
board prior to the processing of ballots. The random check process
shall involve a conparison of a manual count to the machi ne count and
may involve up to either three precincts or six batches depending on
the ballot counting procedures in place in the county. The random
check will be Iimted to one office or issue on the ballots in the
precincts or batches that are selected for the check. The selection of
the precincts or batches to be checked nust be selected according to
procedures established by the county canvassing board and the check
nmust be conpleted no later than forty-eight hours after el ection day.

Sec. 88. RCW 29A.60.180 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1518 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Each registered voter casting ((anr—absentee)) a valid ballot wll
be credited with voting on his or her voter registration record.

( Ahsentee b a aa he e nad

Sec. 89. RCW29A. 60.190 and 2006 c 344 s 16 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Before canvassing the returns of a primary or election, the
chair of the county legislative authority or the chair's desi gnee shal
admnister _an_oath_to the county auditor or_the auditor's_ designee
attesting to the authenticity of the information_ presented to_ the
canvassing board. This oath nust be signed by the county auditor or
designee and filed with the returns of the primary or el ection.

(2) The county auditor shall provide:

(a) Precinct and cunulative returns for each race and neasure. The
county auditor nmay aqggregate results from nore than _one precinct if,
pursuant to rules adopted by the secretary of state, the auditor finds
that reporting a single precinct's results would jeopardi ze the secrecy
of a person's ballot;

(b) The nunber of voters eligible to vote and the nunber of voters
credited wth voting;

(c) Areconciliation report required by RCW 29A 60. 235; and
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(d) Areport explaining any unresolved anonalies or issues.

(3) Once_the results are_verified, the_ county canvassing_board
shall execute a certification of the primary or el ection signed by al
menbers of the board or their designees. Failure to certify the
returns, if they can be ascertained with reasonable certainty, is a
crinme under RCW?29A. 84. 720.

(4) Except as provided by subsection ((£3))) (5) of this section,
fifteen days after a primary or special election and twenty-one days
after a general election, the county canvassi ng board shall conplete
the canvass and certify the results. Each ((absentee)) ballot that was
returned before ((the—e€lostngotthepots)) 8:00 p.m on the date of
the primary or _election, and each ((absentee)) ballot bearing a
postmark on or before the date of the primary or el ection and received
on or before the date on which the primary or election is certified,
nmust be included in the canvass report.

({ £2—A—the—reguest—ol—a—cabvcus—ol—the—state—tegtstature—the

' hall . . e ol 6l eial :
| | caislati . . I . || : I
canvassing board to either the secretary of the senate or the chief
e|—eFk—e-f—t—h-e—hGH-S-e—e-f—Fep-Fes-eﬂ{—&t—l—V-e-S—' 0

31)) (5) On or before the thirtieth day after an election
conducted under the instant runoff voting nmethod for the pilot project
aut hori zed by RCW 29A. 53. 020, the canvassing board shall conplete the
canvass and certify the results.

Sec. 90. RCW 29A.60.190 and 2006 c 344 s 17 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Before canvassing the returns of a primary or election, the
chair of the county legislative authority or the chair's desi gnee shal
admnister _an_oath_to the county auditor or_the auditor's_ designee
attesting to the authenticity of the information_ presented to_the
canvassing board. This oath nust be signed by the county auditor or
designee and filed with the returns of the primary or el ection.

(2) The county auditor shall provide:

(a) Precinct and cunulative returns for each race and neasure. The
county auditor nmay aggregate results from nore than _one precinct if,
pursuant to rules adopted by the secretary of state, the auditor finds
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that reporting a single precinct's results would jeopardi ze the secrecy
of a person's ballot;

(b) The nunber of voters eligible to vote and the nunber of voters
credited wth voting;

(c) Areconciliation report required by RCW 29A 60. 235; and

(d) A report explaining any unresolved anonalies or issues.

(3) Once_the results are_verified, the_ county canvassing_board
shall execute a certification of the primary or el ection signed by al
menbers of the board or their designees. Failure to certify the
returns, if they can be ascertained with reasonable certainty, is a
crinme under RCW?29A. 84. 720.

(4) Fifteen days after a primary or special election and twenty-one
days after a general election, the county canvassing board shal
conpl ete the canvass and certify the results. Each ((absenrtee)) ball ot
that was returned before ((t+he—e€loesingof—thepolHs)) 800 p.m on the
date of the primary or election, and each ((absentee)) ballot bearing
a postmark on or before the date of the primary or election and
received on or before the date on which the primary or election is
certified, nmust be included in the canvass report.

({ £2—A—the—reguest—ol—a—cavcus—ol—the—state—tegtstature—the

' hall . . e ol 6l eial :
| | caislati . . I . || : I
canvassing board to either the secretary of the senate or the chief
elerk—ot—+thehouse—ot—+epresentatives))

Sec. 91. RCW29A.60.230 and 2003 c 111 s 1523 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
(1) I'mediately after ((the—offietal+results—of)) a state primary

or general election ((+hr—a—<countyare-ascertarned)) is certified by the
county canvassing board, the county auditor ((er—ether—electionoffiecer

shal—rake—an—abstract—of —the—nunber—of —registered—voters—in—each
. | of all il . I I .
oFr— geae#a#— election—ftor—and —agatnst —state—peasures—and —for—each
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canvassthg—board)) shall electronically transmt the cunulative returns
for all state ballot neasures, the United States senate, congress,
statewide offices, legislative districts, and judicial districts.

(2) ((AHter—each—general—election——the—county—auditor—or—other
| . s hall g I , :
| I e a1 ball . I . : I .

state neasures and for each candidate for federal, state, and
Leaislati e : I e hich tl :
Fs—regqui+red—by—law—to—ecanvass—Fhe—report—may—be—ineluded—in—the
abstraect—required —by —this—seetion—or—may —be —transmtted —to—the
seecretary—of——state—separateby—but—+nno—eventtater—thanMreh-—3dst—olb
tHre —year —folHowing —the —election——Absentee —balH ot —resulbts—may —be
I | . I . basis.
3} 1ol ball | . L
at the polls, the county auditor or other election official may

to—rutes—adopted—by—the—seeretary—oft —state——Hnads—that—reporting—a
ol . . I ball | L i ' I
absentee resultsare aggregatedrmust—be contiguous)) No later than the
next business day followng certification by the county canvassing
board, the county auditor nust nmail to the secretary of state:

(a) Precinct and cunul ative returns for all state ball ot neasures,
the United States senate, congress, statewide offices, |eqgislative
districts, and judicial districts;

(b) A copy of the certification of election;

(c) A copy of the nunber of voters eligible to vote and the nunber
of voters credited with voting; and

(d) Acopy of the reconciliation report required by ROV 29A 60. 235.

Sec. 92. RCW 29A.60.235 and 2009 c 369 s 41 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The county auditor shall prepare, make publicly avail able at
the auditor's office or on the auditor's web site, and submt at the
time of certification an election reconciliation report that discloses
the foll ow ng i nformation:
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(a) The nunber of registered voters;

(b) The nunber of ballots counted,

(c) The nunber of ((prevstonal—balotsissued:-
@) T I : o | ball 1

H—Fhenurber—of—absentee)) ballots rejected,
((6)) (d) The nunmber of federal wite-in ballots counted;

((64)) (e) The nunmber of overseas and service ballots issued;
(()) (f) The nunmber of overseas and service ballots counted; and
((H)) (g) The number of overseas and service ballots rejected.

(2) The county auditor shall prepare and make publicly avail abl e at
the auditor's office or on the auditor's web site within thirty days of
certification a final election reconciliation report that discloses the
foll ow ng information:

(a) The nunber of registered voters;

(b) The total nunber of voters credited with voti ng;

(¢) ((Fhe—rmunber—ol—pot—voters—ereditedwith—vobing—

)T I : .. | i | it ng:

o) T I e o i | it A

) The nunber of federal wite-in voters credited with voti ng;

((¢y)) (d) The nunber of overseas and service voters credited with
vot i ng;

((h)) (e) The total nunber of voters credited with voting even
t hough their ballots were postnarked after election day and were not
counted; and

((6)) (f) Any other information the auditor deens necessary to
reconcile the nunber of ballots counted with the nunber of voters
credited with voting.

(3) The <county auditor nmay also prepare such reports for
jurisdictions |located, in whole or in part, in the county.

Sec. 93. RCW 29A.64.041 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 179 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) At the tinme and place established for a recount, the canvassing
board or its duly authorized representatives, in the presence of al
W t nesses who may be in attendance, shall open the seal ed containers
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containing the ballots to be recounted, and shall recount the votes for
the offices or issues for which the recount has been ordered. Ballots
shall be handl ed only by the nenbers of the canvassing board or their
duly authorized representatives.

Wtnesses shall be permtted to observe the ballots and the process
of tabulating the votes, but they shall not be permtted to handle the
ball ots. The canvassing board shall not permt the tabulation of votes
for any nom nation, election, or issue other than the ones for which a
recount was applied for or required.

(2) At any time before the ballots fromall of the precincts |listed
in the application for the recount have been recounted, the applicant
may file with the board a witten request to stop the recount.

(3) The recount may be observed by persons representing the
candi dates affected by the recount or the persons representing both
sides of an issue that is being recounted. The observers may not nake
a record of the nanes, addresses, or other information on the
bal | ot s( (;—petH—beeks—oer—apptecations—for—absenteeballoets)) unl ess
aut hori zed by the superior court. The secretary of state or county
auditor may |limt the nunber of observers to not |ess than two on each
side if, in his or her opinion, a greater nunber would cause undue
del ay or disruption of the recount process.

Sec. 94. RCW29A.80.041 and 2009 c 106 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Any nenber of a major political party who is a registered voter
in the precinct may file his or her declaration of candidacy as
prescri bed under RCW 29A.24.031 with the county auditor for the office
of precinct commttee officer of his or her party in that precinct.
Wen el ected at the primary, the precinct conmttee officer shall serve
so long as the commttee officer remains an eligible voter in that
preci nct .

(2) In_each even-nunbered year, the county auditor _shall provide
for the election of one precinct conmttee officer for each major party
for each one thousand, or fraction thereof, active registered voters as
of the day of the general election in the previous odd-nunbered year.
The county auditor nust designate position nunbers for_ the_ precinct
committee officer positions before accepting any declarations of
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candi dacy. Consistent with RCW 29A.80.051, the term of office for
precinct conmmttee officer is two yvears, commencing the first day of
Decenber followi ng the primary.

Sec. 95. RCW 29A. 84.050 and 2005 c 243 s 23 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

A person who know ngly destroys, alters, defaces, conceals, or
di scards a conpleted voter registration formor a signed ((absentee—o+
provistonal)) ballot ((stghrature)) affidavit is guilty of a gross
m sdeneanor . This section does not apply to (1) the voter who
conpleted the voter registration form or (2) a county auditor or
regi stration assistant who acts as authorized by voter registration
| aw.

Sec. 96. RCW 29A.84.510 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 2121 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) {( Gathe—day—-ol—any—primary—or—general—or—special—electton))
Whenever any building or facility or part of a building or facility is
bei ng operated as a voting center, no person may, wthin a ((petHrng
place)) voting center, or in any public area within three hundred feet
of any entrance to such ((petHnrg—plaece)) voting center

(a) Suggest or persuade or attenpt to suggest or persuade any voter
to vote for or against any candi date or ball ot neasure;

(b) Circulate cards or handbills of any kind;

(c) Solicit signatures to any kind of petition; or

(d) Engage in any practice which interferes with the freedom of
voters to exercise their franchise or disrupts the adm nistration of
the ((pelHng—place)) voting center.

(2) No person may obstruct the doors or entries to a building in
which a ((petH+ng—place)) voting center is located or prevent free
access to and from any ((petH+ng—place)) voting center. Any sheriff,
deputy sheriff, or nunicipal |aw enforcenent officer shall prevent such
obstruction, and may arrest any person creating such obstruction.

(3) No person may:

(a) ((B ,
Phe—pe##+Hg—ﬁ+aee—be¥e%e—%he—e¥95an—e#—%he—pe##s)) Renove any ball ot
or paper record froma voting center, ballot drop-off site, or counting
center without lawful authority; or
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(b) Solicit any voter to show his or her ballot.
(4) {( No—person—other—than—an—tnaspector—or—judge—ol—election—may

aYaa N a - M a¥a N N a ala a N N N N a N
\/ \/ \/ Ci w v

el ector.

£5))) Any violation of this section is a gross msdeneanor,
puni shable to the sane extent as a gross m sdeneanor that is punishable
under RCWO9A. 20. 021, and the person convicted may be ordered to pay the
costs of prosecution.

Sec. 97. RCW 29A.84.550 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 2125 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Any person who willfully defaces, renoves, or destroys any of the
supplies or materials that the person knows are intended ((beth)) for
use in a ((petH+ngptaceand)) voting center or for enabling a voter to
prepare his or her ballot is guilty of a class C felony punishable
under RCW9A. 20. 021.

Sec. 98. RCW29A.84. 730 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 2139 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) In any location in which ballots are counted, no person
authorized by law to be present while votes are being counted may
di vul ge any results of the count of the ballots at any time prior to
((the—-e€losingot—thepotHts+or)) 8:00 p.m on the day of that primry
or special or general election.

(2) Aviolation of this section is a gross m sdeneanor puni shable
to the sane extent as a gross m sdeneanor that is punishable under RCW
9A. 20. 021.

Sec. 99. RCW 36.83.110 and 1996 ¢ 292 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

Any registered voter residing within the boundaries of the road and
bridge service district may file a referendum petition to call an
election to retain any or all comm ssioners. Any referendum petition
to call such election shall be filed with the county auditor no | ater
t han one year before the end of a comm ssioner's term Wthin ten days
of the filing of a petition, the county auditor shall confer with the
petitioner concerning form and style of the petition, 1issue an
identification nunber for the petition, and wite a ballot title for
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the neasure. The ballot title shall be posed as a question: "Shall
(name of conm ssioner) be retained as a road and bridge service
di strict comm ssioner?" and the question shall be posed separately for
each comm ssi oner. The petitioner shall be notified of the
identification nunber and ballot title wwthin this ten-day peri od.

After this notification, the petitioner shall have thirty days in
which to secure on petition forns the signatures of not |ess than
twenty-five percent of the registered voters residing wthin the
boundaries of the service district and file the signed petitions with
the county auditor. Each petition formshall contain the ballot title.
The county auditor shall verify the sufficiency of the signatures on
the petitions. |[If sufficient valid signatures are properly submtted,
the county auditor shall submt the referendum neasure to the
regi stered voters residing in the service district in a special
election no later than one hundred twenty days after the signed
petition has been filed with the county auditor. The special election
may be conducted by mail ballot as provided for in chapter ((29-36))
29A. 48 RCW

The office of any comm ssioner for whom there is not a mgjority
vote to retain shall be declared vacant.

Sec. 100. RCW85.38.125 and 1991 c 349 s 15 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) If a special district has less than five hundred qualified
voters, then the special district nust contract with the county auditor
to conduct the special district elections. The county auditor has the
di scretion as to whether to conduct the el ection by mail.

(2) If a special district has at l|east five hundred qualified
voters, the special district may contract with the county auditor to
staff the voting site during the election or contract with the county
auditor to conduct the election by mail. A special district wwth at
| east five hundred qualified voters may al so choose to conduct its own
el ections. A special district that conducts its own elections nust
enter into an agreenent with the county auditor that specifies the
responsibilities of both parties.

(3) ((H—the—county—avditor—conduets—a spectal—distriel—electonby
mai——then)) The provisions of chapter ((29-36)) 29A.48 RCW_ which

Oficial Print - 59 1572-S2 AM5 O S5160. 2



© 00 N O Ol bW

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

govern elections by mil((-—exeept—for—the—regquirerents—oef—RCOW
29-36-120)), shall apply.

Sec. 101. RCWO90.72.040 and 1997 c 447 s 20 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The county legislative authority nay create a shellfish
protection district on its own notion or by submtting the question to
the voters of the proposed district and obtaining the approval of a
majority of those voting. The boundaries of the district shall be
determ ned by the legislative authority. The |egislative authority may
create nore than one district. A district may include any area or
areas within the county, whether incorporated or unincorporated.
Counties shall coordinate and cooperate with cities, towns, and water-
related special districts wthin their boundaries in establishing
shell fish protection districts and carrying out shellfish protection
pr ogr ans. Were a portion of the proposed district lies within an
incorporated area, the county shall develop procedures for the
participation of the city or town in the determnation of the
boundaries of the district and the admnistration of the district
including funding of the district's prograns. The legislative
authority of nore than one county may by agreenent provide for the
creation of a district including areas within each of those counti es.
County legislative authorities are encouraged to coordinate their plans
and prograns to protect shellfish growing areas, especially where
shel | fish growing areas are |l ocated within the boundaries of nore than
one county. The legislative authority or authorities creating a
district may abolish a shellfish protection district on its or their
own notion or by submtting the question to the voters of the district
and obtaining the approval of a majority of those voting.

(2) If the county legislative authority creates a shellfish
protection district by its own notion, any registered voter residing
within the boundaries of the shellfish protection district nmay file a
referendum petition to repeal the ordi nance that created the district.
Any referendum petition to repeal the ordinance creating the shellfish
protection district shall be filed wth the county auditor within seven
days of passage of the ordinance. Wthin ten days of the filing of a
petition, the county auditor shall <confer wth the petitioner
concerning form and style of the petition, issue an identification
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27
28
29

30
31

32
33
34
35

nunber for the petition, and wite a ballot title for the neasure. The
ballot title shall be posed as a question so that an affirmative answer
to the question and an affirmative vote on the neasure results in
creation of the shellfish protection district and a negative answer to
the question and a negative vote on the neasure results in the
shel | fish protection district not being created. The petitioner shal
be notified of the identification nunber and ballot title within this
t en-day peri od.

After this notification, the petitioner shall have thirty days in
which to secure on petition forns the signatures of not |ess than
twenty-five percent of the registered voters residing within the
boundaries of the shellfish protection district and file the signed
petitions with the county auditor. Each petition form shall contain
the ballot title and full text of the neasure to be referred. The
county auditor shall verify the sufficiency of the signatures on the
petitions. |If sufficient valid signatures are properly submtted, the
county auditor shall submt the referendum neasure to the registered
voters residing in the shellfish protection district in a special
election no later than one hundred twenty days after the signed
petition has been filed with the county auditor. The special election
((mey)) shall be conducted by nmail ballot as provided for in chapter
((29-36)) 29A 48 RCW

(3) The county legislative authority shall not inpose fees, rates,
or charges for shellfish protection district prograns upon properties
on which fees, rates, or charges are inposed under chapter 36.89 or
36.94 RCWfor substantially the sane prograns and servi ces.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 102. RCW 29A. 40.061, 29A. 40.070, 29A. 40.080,
29A. 40. 091, 29A. 40.100, 29A 40.110, 29A 40.120, and 29A. 40. 150 are each
recodi fied as sections in chapter 29A 48 RCW

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 103. RCW29A. 44.430 is recodified as a section
in chapter 29A. 80 RCW

NEW SECTION. Sec. 104. The followng acts or parts of acts are
each repeal ed:

(1) RCW 29A.16.020 (Alternative polling places or procedures) and
2003 ¢ 111 s 402, 1999 c 298 s 15, & 1985 ¢ 205 s 5;
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(2) RCW29A. 16.030 (Costs for nodifications--Alternatives--El ection
costs) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 403, 1999 c 298 s 20, & 1985 c 205 s 12;

(3) RCW29A. 16.110 (Polling place--May be | ocated outside precinct)
and 2003 ¢ 111 s 407 & 1965 c 9 s 29. 48. 005;

(4) RCW 29A. 16.140 (lnaccessible polling places--Auditors' |ist)
and 2003 c¢ 111 s 410;

(5 RCW 29A.16.150 (Polling places--Accessibility required,
exceptions) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 411;

(6) RCW29A.16.170 (County auditors--Notice of accessibility) and
2003 ¢ 111 s 413;

(7) RCW 29A.40.010 (When permtted) and 2009 ¢ 369 s 36 & 2003 c
111 s 1001;

(8) RCW29A. 40.020 (Request for single ballot) and 2009 ¢ 369 s 37,
2003 c¢ 111 s 1002, & 2001 c 241 s 2

(9) RCW 29A.40. 030 (Request on behalf of famly nenber) and 2003 c
111 s 1003;

(10) RCW29A. 40. 040 (Ongoi ng status--Request--Term nation) and 2003
c 111 s 1004;

(11) RCW 29A. 40. 050 (Special ballots) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1005, 2001
C 241 s 5, 1991 c 81 s 35, & 1987 c 346 s 21;

(12) RCW 29A.40. 130 (Record of requests--Public access) and 2003 c
111 s 1013;

(13) RCW 29A.40. 140 (Chal l enges) and 2006 ¢ 320 s 8 & 2003 ¢ 111 s
1014;

(14) RCW 29A.44.020 (List of who has and who has not voted) and
2003 ¢ 111 s 1102, 1977 ex.s. c 361 s 83, & 1965 ¢ 9 s 29.51.125;

(15) RCW 29A.44.080 (Polls open continuously--Announcenent of
cl osing) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1108;

(16) RCW29A.44.110 (Delivery of supplies) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1110;

(17) RCW 29A.44.120 (Delivery of precinct lists to polls) and 2003
c 111 s 1111,

(18) RCW 29A.44.130 (Additional supplies for paper ballots) and
2003 ¢ 111 s 1112 & 1977 ex.s. ¢ 361 s 82;

(19) RCW29A. 44.180 (Opening the polls) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1117;

(20) RCW 29A.44.201 (Issuing ballot to voter--Challenge) and 2004
c 271 s 136;

(21) RCW29A. 44.221 (Casting vote) and 2004 c 271 s 137,
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(22) RCW 29A. 44. 250 (Tabul ation of paper ballots before close of
polls) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1124 & 1990 ¢ 59 s 54;

(23) RCW 29A.44.280 (Duties of election officers after unused
bal | ots secure) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1127 & 1990 c 59 s 53;

(24) RCW 29A.44.290 (Return of precinct lists after election--
Public records) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1128;

(25) RCW29A.44.310 (Initialization) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1129;

(26) RCW29A.44.320 (Delivery and sealing) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1130;

(27) RCW29A. 44. 330 (Menory packs) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1131;

(28) RCW 29A.44.340 (Incorrectly marked ballots) and 2003 ¢ 111 s
1132;

(29) RCW29A.44.350 (Failure of device) and 2004 ¢ 267 s 320 & 2003
c 111 s 1133,

(30) RCW 29A. 44. 420 (Appointnment of clerks--Party representation--
Hour to report) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1135, 1965 ex.s. ¢ 101 s 2, & 1965 c
9 s 29.45.020;

(31) RCW 29A.44.450 (One set of precinct election officers,
exceptions--Counting board--Receiving board) and 2003 c¢ 111 s 1138
1994 ¢ 223 s 91, 1973 c 102 s 2, 1965 ex.s. ¢ 101 s 4, & 1965 ¢ 9 s
29. 45. 050;

(32) RCW29A. 44.460 (Duties--Cenerally) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1139;

(33) RCW 29A.44.470 (Application to other primaries or elections)
and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1140;

(34) RCW 29A. 44. 480 (I nspector as chair--Authority) and 2003 ¢ 111
s 1141 & 1965 ¢ 9 s 29.45.070;

(35) RCW29A.44.510 (Cath of judges, fornm) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1144;

(36) RCW29A.44.520 (Cath of clerks, fornm and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1145;

(37) RCW29A. 48. 020 (Speci al elections) and 2004 ¢ 266 s 15;

(38) RCW29A. 48. 030 ((Qdd-year primaries) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1203;

(39) RCW 29A.60.060 (Poll-site ballot counting devices--Results)
and 2003 c¢ 111 s 1506;

(40) RCW 29A.60.200 (Canvassing board--Canvassing procedure--
Penal ty) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1520, 1990 c 59 s 63, & 1965 c 9 s 29. 62. 040;

(41) RCW29A.84.540 (Ball ots--Renoving frompolling place) and 2003
c 111 s 2124;

(42) RCW 29A. 84.545 (Paper record from el ectronic voting device--
Renmovi ng frompol ling place) and 2005 ¢ 242 s 6; and
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(43) RCW 29A. 84. 680 (Absentee ballots) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 2136, 2003
c 53 s 179, 2001 c 241 s 14, 1994 c 269 s 2, 1991 c 81 s 34, 1987 c 346
s 20, & 1983 1st ex.s. ¢ 71 s 9.

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 105.
July 1, 2013.

Sections 85 and 90 of this act take effect

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 106.
July 1, 2013."

Sections 75, 84, and 89 of this act expire
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