
SENATE BILL REPORT
SB 5017

As Reported by Senate Committee On:
Government Operations & Elections, January 29, 2009

Title:  An act relating to inactive voters.

Brief Description:  Eliminating the requirement that auditors send a ballot or an application to 
receive a ballot to inactive voters.

Sponsors:  Senators McDermott, Parlette, Fairley, Oemig, Hatfield, Shin, Honeyford and 
Haugen.

Brief History:  
Committee Activity:  Government Operations & Elections:  1/22/09, 1/29/09 [DP].

SENATE COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS & ELECTIONS

Majority Report:  Do pass.
Signed by Senators Fairley, Chair; Oemig, Vice Chair; Benton, McDermott, Pridemore 

and Swecker.

Staff:  Sharon Swanson (786-7447)

Background:  A county auditor may conduct all elections by mail ballot if that person is 
given authorization to do so from the county legislative authority.  The county legislative 
authority must give its authorization to conduct all elections by mail to the auditor at least 90 
days in advance of the first election to be conducted by mail.  If the county legislative 
authority and the county auditor decide to return to a polling place environment, the county 
legislative authority must give its authorization to do so to the auditor at least 180 days in 
advance of the first election to be conducted in a polling place environment.  The auditor 
must then notify all registered voters in the county and provide them with the polling place to 
be used. 

Prior to converting to a mail ballot election the auditor must notify all registered voters in the 
county that all elections will be conducted by mail. The auditor must send each inactive voter 
either a ballot or an application to receive a ballot at least 18 days before a primary, general, 
or special election.  If an inactive voter returns a voted ballot or completed application, the 
ballot must be counted and the voter's status is restored to active. 

––––––––––––––––––––––

This analysis was prepared by non-partisan legislative staff for the use of legislative 
members in their deliberations. This analysis is not a part of the legislation nor does it 
constitute a statement of legislative intent.
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A county auditor is required to assign a registered voter to inactive status and send a 
confirmation notice if certain documents are returned by the postal service as undeliverable.  
In addition, the county auditor is required to assign a registered voter to inactive status and 
send a confirmation notice whenever a change of address information from the Department 
of Licensing, or other agency designated to provide voter registration services, indicates the 
voter has moved to an address out of state or the auditor receives a postal change of address 
information indicating the voter has moved out of state. 

An inactive voter must be returned to active status if:  (1) during the period beginning on the 
date the voter was assigned to inactive status, and (2) ending on the day of the second general 
election for federal office that occurs after the date the voter was sent a confirmation notice, 
the voter does the following:

�
�

�
�

notifies the auditor of a change of address within the county; 
responds to a confirmation notice with the information that the voter continues to 
reside at the registration address; 
votes or attempts to vote in a primary or general election and resides in the county; or
signs any petition authorized by statute for which the signatures are required by law 
to be verified by the county auditor or Secretary of State.  

Summary of Bill:  The county auditor is not required to send each inactive voter a ballot or 
an application to receive a ballot at least 18 days prior to a primary, general, or special 
election. 

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:  PRO:  Currently, there are six elections per year.  If 
auditors were not required to mail to each inactive voter a ballot or an application to receive a 
ballot the savings are in excess of $400,000 per year.  There are currently in excess of 
300,000 inactive voters in our state.  The costs savings in total is estimated at $857,534. 
Auditors often receive angry calls from people who keep receiving our mailings long after 
we know the registered voter no longer lives at that address.  This bill will save money, time, 
and frustration. 

Persons Testifying:  PRO:  Corky Mattingly, Yakima County Auditor; Carolyn Weikel, 
Snohomish County Auditor; Katie Blinn, Office of the Secretary of State; Steve Zemke, King 
County Democrats Legislative Action Committee. 

Senate Bill Report SB 5017- 2 -


