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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1959

State of WAshi ngton 61st Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session

By House Local Governnment & Housing (originally sponsored by
Representatives Sinpson, Rodne, WIlians, and Arnstrong; by request
of Governor G egoire)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 20/ 09.

AN ACT Relating to | and use and transportati on planning for marine
contai ner ports; reenacting and anendi ng RCW 47.06. 140; adding a new
section to chapter 36. 70A RCW and creating new secti ons.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that Washington's
marine container ports operate wthin a conplex system of marine
term nal operations, truck and train transportation corridors, and
i ndustrial services that together support a critical anount of our
state and national econony, including key parts of our state's
manuf acturing and agricultural sectors, and directly create thousands
of hi gh-wage j obs t hroughout our region.

(2) The legislature further finds that the container port services
are increasingly challenged by the conversion of industrial properties
to nonindustrial uses, |leading to conpeting and i nconpati bl e uses that
can hinder port operations, restrict efficient novenent of freight, and
limt the opportunity for inprovenents to existing port-related
facilities.

(3) It is the intent of the legislature to ensure that | ocal |and
use decisions are made in consideration of the |l ong-termand w despread
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econom ¢ contribution of our international container ports and rel ated
industrial lands and transportation systens, and to ensure that
container ports continue to function effectively alongside vibrant city
wat er front s.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A newsectionis added to chapter 36. 70A RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Conprehensive plans of cities that have a nmari ne contai ner port
with annual operating revenues in excess of sixty mllion dollars
Wi thin their jurisdiction nust include a container port el enment.

(2) Conprehensive plans of cities that include all or part of a
port district with annual operating revenues in excess of twenty
mllion dollars may include a marine industrial port elenment. Prior to
adopting a marine industrial port elenent under this subsection (2),
the conm ssion of the applicable port district nust adopt a resol ution
i n support of the proposed el enent.

(3) Port elenents adopted under subsections (1) and (2) of this
section nust be developed collaboratively between the city and the
appl i cabl e port, and nust establish policies and prograns that:

(a) Define and protect the core areas of port and port-rel ated
i ndustrial uses within the city;

(b) Provide reasonably efficient access to the core area through
freight corridors wthinthe city limts; and

(c) ldentify and resolve key |land use conflicts along the edge of
the core area, and mnimze and mtigate, to the extent practicable,
i nconpati bl e uses al ong the edge of the core area.

(4) Port elenents adopted under subsections (1) and (2) of this
section nust be:

(a) Conpleted and approved by the city according to the schedul e
specified in RCW36. 70A. 130; and

(b) Consistent with the econom c devel opnent, transportation, and
| and use el enents of the city's conprehensive plan, and consistent with
the city's capital facilities plan.

(5) In adopting port el enments under subsections (1) and (2) of this
section, cities and ports nust: Ensure that there is consistency
between the port elenents and the port conprehensive schene required
under chapters 53.20 and 53.25 RCW and retain sufficient planning
flexibility to secure energing econom c opportunities.
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(6) In devel oping port elenents under subsections (1) and (2) of
this section, a city may utilize one or nore of the followng
appr oaches:

(a) Creation of a port overlay district that protects container
port uses;

(b) Use of industrial |and banks;

(c) Use of buffers and transition zones between i nconpati bl e uses;

(d) Use of joint transportation fundi ng agreenents;

(e) Use of policies to encourage the retention of valuable
war ehouse and storage facilities;

(f) Use of limtations on the location or size, or both, of
noni ndustrial uses in the core area and surroundi ng areas; and

(g) Use of other approaches by agreenent between the city and the
port.

(7) The departnment of comunity, trade, and econom c devel opnent
must provide matching grant funds to cities neeting the requirenents of
subsection (1) of this section to support devel opnent of the required
contai ner port el enent.

(8) Any planned inprovenents identified in port elenents adopted
under subsections (1) and (2) of this section nust be transmtted by
the city to the transportation commssion for inclusion in the
statew de transportation plan required under RCW47.01. 071.

Sec. 3. RCW47.06.140 and 2007 ¢ 516 s 11 and 2007 c 512 s 2 are
each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

(1) The legislature declares the following transportation
facilities and services to be of statew de significance: Hi ghways of
statew de significance as designated by the |egislature under chapter
47.05 RCW the interstate hi ghway system interregional state principal
arterials including ferry connections that serve statew de travel,
intercity passenger rail servi ces, intercity high-speed ground
transportation, nmajor passenger internodal termnals excluding al
airport facilities and services, the freight railroad system the
Col unbi a/ Snake navigable river system marine port facilities and
services that are related solely to marine activities affecting
i nt ernati onal and interstate trade, key freight transportation
corridors_serving_these marine_port facilities, and high capacity
transportation systens serving regions as defined in RCW 81.104. 015.
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The departnent, in cooperation with regional transportation planning
organi zations, counties, <cities, transit agencies, public ports,
private railroad operators, and private transportation providers, as
appropriate, shall plan for inprovenents to transportation facilities
and services of statewide significance in the statewi de nmnultinoda
transportation plan. | mprovenents to facilities and services of
statewide significance identified in the statewide nultinoda
transportation plan, or to highways of statewide significance
designated by the | egislature under chapter 47.05 RCW are essential
state public facilities under RCW36. 70A. 200.

(2) The departnent of transportation, in consultation with |oca
governnments, shall set |evel of service standards for state highways
and state ferry routes of statewi de significance. Al t hough the
departnent shall consult with | ocal governnents when setting | evel of
service standards, the departnent retains authority to nake final
deci sions regarding |l evel of service standards for state hi ghways and
state ferry routes of statew de significance. |In establishing |evel of
service standards for state highways and state ferry routes of
statewi de significance, the departnent shall consider the necessary
bal ance between providing for the free interjurisdictional novenent of
people and goods and the needs of Jlocal communities using these
facilities. \When setting the l|level of service standards under this
section for state ferry routes, the departnent may allow for a standard
that is adjustable for seasonality.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. |If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 2009, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
voi d.

~-- END ---
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