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HOUSE BI LL 1492

Passed Legislature - 2009 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngton 61lst Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session

By Represent ati ves Peder sen, Pettigrew, Hal er, Kagi , Wal sh,
Darneill e, Dickerson, Nelson, Moeller, Appleton, Roberts, Onsby, and
Kenney

Read first time 01/21/09. Referred to Commttee on Local Government &
Housi ng.

AN ACT Relating to the independent youth housing program and
anmendi ng RCW43. 63A. 305 and 43. 63A. 307.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW43.63A. 305 and 2007 ¢ 316 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The independent youth housing program is created in the
departnent to provide housing stipends to eligible youth to be used for
i ndependent housi ng. In developing a plan for the design,
i npl enment ati on, and operation of the i ndependent youth housi ng program
t he departnent shall

(a) Adopt policies, requirenents, and procedures necessary to
adm ni ster the program

(b) Contract with one or nore eligible organizations described
under RCW 43. 185A. 040 to provide services and conduct admnistrative
activities as described in subsection (3) of this section;

(c) Establish eligibility criteria for youth to participate in the
i ndependent youth housing program giving priority to youth who have
been dependents of the state for at | east one year;
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(d) Refer interested youth to the designated subcontractor
organi zation adm nistering the programin the area in which the youth
intends to reside;

(e) Develop a nethod for determning the anount of the housing
stipend, first and last nonth's rent, and security deposit, where
applicable, to be dedicated to participating youth. The nethod for
determ ning a housing stipend nust take into account a youth's age, the
youth's total incone from all sources, the fair market rent for the
area in which the youth lives or intends to live, and a variety of
possible living situations for the youth. The anount of housing
sti pends nust be adjusted, by a nethod and fornula established by the
departnent, to pronote the successful transition for youth to conplete
housi ng sel f-sufficiency over tine;

(f) Ensure that the independent youth housing programis integrated
and aligned with other state rental assistance and case nmanagenent
prograns operated by the departnent, as well as case managenent and
supportive services prograns, including the independent |iving program
the transitional living program and other related prograns offered by
t he departnent of social and health services; and

(g) Consult wth the departnent of social and health services and
ot her stakehol ders involved wi th dependent youth, honeless youth, and
honel ess young adults, as appropriate.

(2) The department of social and health services shall coll aborate
with the departnent in inplenenting and operating the i ndependent youth
housi ng programi ncl udi ng, but not limted to, the foll ow ng:

(a) Refer potential eligible youth to the departnent before the
youth's eighteenth birthday, if feasible, to include an indication, if
known, of where the youth plans to reside after aging out of foster
care;

(b) Provide information to all youth aged fifteen or older, who are
dependents of the state under chapter 13.34 RCW about the independent
yout h housi ng program encouragi ng dependents nearing their eighteenth
birthday to consi der applying for enrollnent in the program

(c) Encourage organi zations participating in the i ndependent |iving
program and the transitional |living program to collaborate wth
i ndependent youth housing program providers whenever possible to
capitalize on resources and provide the greatest anount and variety of
services to eligible youth;
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(d) Annually provide to the departnment data reflecting changes in
t he percentage of youth aging out of the state dependency system each
year who are eligible for state assistance, as well as any other data
and perfornmance neasures that nmay assist the departnent to neasure
pr ogram success; and

(e) Annually, beginning by Decenber 31, 2007, provide to the
appropriate commttees of the legislature and the interagency counci
on honel essness as descri bed under RCW 43. 185C. 170 recomendati ons of
strategies to reach the goals described in RCW43. 63A. 311(2)(Q).

(3) Under the independent youth housing program subcontractor
organi zati ons shall:

(a) Use noneys awarded to the organi zations for housing stipends,
security deposits, first and last nonth's rent stipends, case
managenent programcosts, and adm ni strative costs. Wen subcontractor

organi zations determne that it is necessary to assist_ participating
youth in accessing_and maintaining independent housing, subcontractor
organi zations_may_ also_use_ noneys awarded_to_pay_ for _professional
nental health services and tuition costs for court-ordered classes and
progr ans;

(i) Admnistrative costs for each subcontractor organization may
not exceed twel ve percent of the estimted total annual grant anmount to
t he subcontractor organi zation;

(ii) Al housing stipends, security deposits, and first_ and | ast
nonth's rent stipends nust be payable only to a landlord or housing
manager of any type of independent housi ng;

(b) Enroll eligible youth who are referred by the departnent and
who choose to reside in their assigned service area;

(c) Enter eligible youth program participants into the honel ess
client managenent information system as described in RCW43. 185C. 180;

(d) Monitor participating youth's housing status;

(e) Evaluate participating youth's eligibility and conpliance with
departnent policies and procedures at | east tw ce a year;

(f) Assist participating youth to devel op or update an i ndependent
living plan focused on obtaining and retaining independent housing or
col |l aborate with a case manager with whom the youth is already invol ved
to ensure that the youth has an independent |iving plan;

(9) Educat e partici pating yout h on t enant rights and
responsi bilities;
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(h) Provide support to participating youth in the form of genera
case managenent and information and referral services, when necessary,
or collaborate with a case manager with whom the youth is already
invol ved to ensure that the youth is receiving the case managenent and
information and referral services needed;

(1) Connect participating youth, when possible, wth individua
devel opnent account prograns, other financial literacy prograns, and
ot her prograns that are designed to hel p young peopl e acquire economc
i ndependence and sel f-sufficiency, or collaborate with a case nanager
with whom the youth is already involved to ensure that the youth is
receiving information and referrals to these prograns, when
appropri at e;

(j) Subm t expenditure and performance reports, i ncl udi ng
information related to the performance neasures in RCW43.63A. 311, to
the departnent on a tinme schedul e determ ned by the departnent; and

(k) Provide recomendations to the departnent regarding program
i nprovenents and strategies that m ght assist the state to reach its
goal s as described in RCW43. 63A.311(2)(9) .

Sec. 2. RCW43.63A. 307 and 2007 ¢ 316 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

The definitions in this section apply throughout this chapter
unl ess the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Departnment" neans the department of comunity, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent .

(2) "Eligible youth" nmeans an indivi dual who:

(a) On or after Septenber 1, 2006, is at |east eighteen, was a
dependent of the state under chapter 13.34 RCW ((+a—the—rpnrth)) at any
tine during_the four-nonth period before his or her eighteenth
bi rt hday, and has not yet reached the age of twenty-three;

(b) Except as provided in RCW43.63A. 309(2)(a), has a total incone
fromall sources, except for tenporary sources that include, but are
not limted to, overtine wages, bonuses, or short-term tenporary
assignnments, that does not exceed fifty percent of the area nedi an
i ncone,;

(c) I's not receiving services under RCW 74. 13. 031(10) (b);

(d) Conplies with other eligibility requirenents the departnment may
establ i sh.

HB 1492. SL p. 4



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e e e e e
N oo o0 A WON RO

(3) "Fair market rent"” neans the fair market rent in each county of
the state, as determ ned by the United States departnent of housi ng and
ur ban devel opnent.

(4) "Independent housing"” nmeans a housing unit that is not owned by
or located within the hone of the eligible youth's biological parents
or any of the eligible youth's former foster care famlies or
dependency guardi ans. "Ilndependent housing” may include a unit in a
transitional or other supportive housing facility.

(5) "Individual devel opnent account” or "account"” neans an account
established by contract between a Jlowincone individual and a
sponsoring organi zation for the benefit of the |owincone individua
and funded through periodic contributions by the | owincone individual
that are matched with contributions by or through the sponsoring
or gani zati on.

(6) "Subcontractor organization" neans an eligible organization
descri bed under RCW 43. 185A. 040 that contracts with the departnent to
adm ni ster the i ndependent youth housing program
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