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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1529

AS AMVENDED BY THE SENATE

Passed Legi slature - 2009 Regul ar Session

State of WAshi ngton 61lst Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session
By House Health Care & Wllness (originally sponsored by
Representati ves Seaqui st, Hinkle, Mirrell, Bailey, Meller, dibborn

G een, and Cody)
READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 23/ 09.

AN ACT Relating to the delivery of honme health care services
t hrough tel enedi ci ne; and addi ng a new section to chapter 74.09 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 74.09 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The honme health program shall require registered nurse
oversight and intervention, as appropriate. In-person contact between
a hone health care registered nurse and a patient is not required under
the state's nmedical assistance program for hone health services that
are: (a) Delivered with the assistance of telenedicine and (b)
otherw se eligible for reinbursenent as a nedically necessary skilled
home heal th nursing visit under the program

(2) The departnent in consultation with hone health care service
provi ders shall devel op reinbursenent rules and, in rule, define the
requi rements that nust be net for a reinbursable skilled nursing visit
when services are rendered wthout a face-to-face visit and are
assi sted by tel enedi ci ne.

(3)(a) The departnment shall establish the reinbursenment rate for
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skilled home health nursing services delivered with the assistance of
telemedicine that neet the requirenents of a reinbursable visit as
defined by the departnent.

(b) Reinbursenent is not provided for purchase or |ease of
t el enedi ci ne equi pnent .

(4) Any honme health agency |icensed under chapter 70.127 RCW and
eligible for rei nmbursenent under the nedical prograns authorized under
this chapter may be reinbursed for services under this section if the
service neets the requirenents for a reinbursable skilled nursing visit
as defined by the departnent.

(5) Nothing in this section shall be construed to alter the scope
of practice of any honme health care services provider or authorizes the
delivery of home health care services in a setting or manner not
ot herw se aut horized by | aw.

(6) The use of telenedicine is not intended to replace registered
nurse health care visit when necessary.

(7) For the purposes of this section, "telenedicine" neans the use
of telenonitoring to enhance the delivery of certain home health
medi cal services through:

(a) The provision of certain education related to health care
servi ces using audio, video, or data conmunication instead of a face-
to-face visit; or

(b) The collection of clinical data and the transm ssion of such
data between a patient at a distant |ocation and the honme health
provider through electronic processing technol ogies. oj ective
clinical data that may be transmtted includes, but is not limted to,
wei ght, bl ood pressure, pulse, respirations, blood glucose, and pul se
oxinetry.

Passed by the House April 18, 20009.

Passed by the Senate April 14, 2009.

Approved by the Governor My 4, 2009.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 5, 2009.
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