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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1583

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legi slature - 2009 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngton 61lst Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session

By House Local Governnent & Housing (originally sponsored by
Represent ati ves Al exander, Sinpson, Angel, Ml oscia, Short, and Nel son)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 17/ 09.

AN ACT Relating to county auditors; amending RCW 36.17.045,
36.17. 050, 36.22.010, 36.22.090, 36.22.170, 36.40.010, 36.40.030,
36. 40. 050, 36.40.130, 36.40.210, 36.96.020, 36.96.090, and 43.09. 280;
reenacti ng and anendi ng RCW 36. 40. 040; and repeal i ng RCW 28A. 350. 010,
28A. 350. 020, 28A. 350. 030, 28A. 350. 040, 28A. 350. 050, 28A. 350. 060,
28A. 350. 070, 36.18.110, 36.18.120, and 36.18. 130.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW36.17.045 and 1963 ¢ 164 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

Enpl oyees of the counties shall have the right to voluntarily
aut horize the nonthly deduction of their pledges to the United Good
Nei ghbor or its successor, nonthly paynent to a credit ((&RHE)) union
as defined in RCW 31.12. 005, and nonthly dues to a |abor union, from
their salaries or wages. Wen such witten authorization is received
by the county auditor, he or she shall nake such nonthly deducti on.

Sec. 2. RCW 36. 17. 050 and 1999 ¢ 71 s 3 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
( (Fhe—auditor—shalH-—not—draw—hts—warrant-—for—the—salary—of—any
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the last required nonthly statenent and settlenent.)) |f the superior
court issues a declaratory judgnent under RCW 36.16. 125 finding that a
county officer has abandoned his or her duties, the county officer may
not be paid a sal ary.

Sec. 3. RCW36.22.010 and 1995 ¢ 194 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The county auditor:

(1) Shall be recorder of deeds and other instrunments in witing
which by law are to be filed and recorded in and for the county for
whi ch he or she is el ected;

(2) Shall keep an account current with the county treasurer, charge
all noney received as shown by receipts issued and credit al
di sbursenents paid out according to the record of settlenent of the
treasurer with the | egislative authority;

(3) Shall nake out and transmt to the state auditor a ((eenplete))
statenent of the state fund account with the county ((fer—the—past
Hsecal—year—certifted by his—or—her—certi-Hecate—and-seal—i+mrediately
alter—the—conmpletion—of—the —annuval—settlherent—of—the—county—treasurer
wH-h—thetegistativeautherity)) in accordance with standards devel oped
by the state auditor. The statenent nust be avail able to the public;

(4) Shall make available a conplete exhibit of the prior-year
finances of the county including, but not limted to, a statenent of
financial condition and financial operation in accordance wth
st andards devel oped by the state auditor. This exhibit shall be nade
avail able after the financial records are closed for the prior year;

(5) Shall make out a register of all warrants |egally authorized
and directed to be issued by the legislative body at any regular or
special neeting. The auditor shall make the data available to the
county treasurer. The auditor shall retain the original of the
regi ster of warrants for future reference;

(6) As clerk of the board of county comm ssioners, shall:

Record all of the proceedings of the legislative authority;

Make full entries of all of their resolutions and decisions on al
questions concerning the raising of noney for and the allowance of
accounts agai nst the county;
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Record the vote of each nenber on any question upon which there is
a division or at the request of any nenber present;

Sign all orders mde and warrants issued by order of the
| egi sl ative authority for the paynent of noney;

Record the reports of the county treasurer of the receipts and
di sbursenents of the county;

Preserve and file all accounts acted upon by the |egislative
aut hority;

Preserve and file all petitions and applications for franchi ses and
record the action of the | egislative authority thereon;

Record all orders | evying taxes;

Perform all other duties required by any rule or order of the
| egi sl ative authority.

Sec. 4. RCW36.22.090 and 1975 ¢ 43 s 31 are each anended to read
as follows:

Al warrants for the paynent of clains against diking, ditch,
drainage and irrigation districts and school districts of the second
class, who do not issue their own warrants, as well as political
subdi vi sions within the county for which no other provisionis nmade by
law, shall be drawn and issued by the county auditor of the county
wherein such subdivision 1is |located, wupon ((veuchers—property
approved)) proper approval by the governing body thereof.

Sec. 5. RCW36.22.170 and 2005 ¢ 442 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) (a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, a surcharge of
five dollars per instrunment shall be charged by the county auditor for
each docunent recorded, which will be in addition to any other charge
aut hori zed by law. One dollar of the surcharge shall be ((depesitedin
the—county—general—fund—teo—be)) used at the discretion of the county
conmm ssioners to pronote historical preservation or historica
prograns, which may include preservation of historic docunents.

(b) A surcharge of two dollars per instrunment shall be charged by
the county auditor for each docunment presented for recording by the
enpl oynment security departnent, which will be in addition to any other
charge aut horized by | aw
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(2) O the remaining revenue generated t hrough the surcharges under
subsection (1) of this section:

(a) Fifty percent shall be transmtted nonthly to the state
treasurer who shall distribute such funds to each county treasurer
within the state in July of each year in accordance with the formula
described in RCW36. 22.190. The county treasurer shall place the funds
received in a special account titled the auditor's centenni al docunent
preservati on and noderni zation account to be used solely for ongoing
preservation of historical docunents of all county offices and
departnments and shall not be added to the county current expense fund,
and

(b) Fifty percent shall be retained by the county and deposited in
the auditor's operation and nmai ntenance fund for ongoing preservation
of historical docunments of all county offices and departnents.

(3) The centenni al docunent preservation and noderni zati on account
is hereby created in the custody of the state treasurer and shall be
classified as a treasury trust account. State distributions fromthe
centenni al docunent preservation and nodernization account shall be
made w t hout appropriation.

Sec. 6. RCW 36.40.010 and 1963 ¢ 4 s 36.40.010 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

On or before the second Monday in July of each year, the county
auditor or chief financial officer designated in a charter county shal
notify in witing each county official, elective or appointive, in
charge of an office, departnent, service, or institution of the county,
to file with him or_her on or before the second Mnday in August
thereafter detailed and itemzed estimates, both of the probable
revenues from sources other than taxation, and of all expenditures
required by such office, departnent, service, or institution for the
ensui ng fiscal year

Sec. 7. RCW 36.40.030 and 1995 ¢ 301 s 62 are each anended to read
as follows:

The estimates required in RCW 36.40.010 and 36.40.020 shall be
submtted on fornms provided by the county auditor or chief financial
of ficer designated in a charter county and classified according to the
classification established by the state auditor. The county auditor or
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chief financial officer designated in_a charter county shall provide
such forms. He or she shall also prepare the estimates for interest
and debt redenption requirenents and any other estimtes the
preparation of which properly falls within the duties of his or her
of fice.

Each such official shall file his or her estimates within the tine
and in the manner provided in the notice and form and the county
auditor or chief financial officer ((shalt)) designated in_a charter
county may deduct and withhold as a penalty from the salary of each
official failing or refusing to file such estimates as herein provided,
the sumof ((t+en)) fifty dollars for each day of delay: PROVIDED, That
the total penalty against any one official shall not exceed two hundred
fifty dollars in any one year.

In the absence or disability of any official the duties required
herein shall devolve upon the official or enployee in charge of the
office, departnent, service, or institution for the tinme being. The
notice shall contain a copy of this penalty cl ause.

Sec. 8. RCW36.40.040 and 1995 ¢ 301 s 63 and 1995 c 194 s 7 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

Upon recei pt of the estinates the county auditor or chief financial
of ficer designated in a charter county shall prepare the county budget
whi ch shall set forth the conplete financial programof the county for
the ensuing fiscal year, showng the expenditure program and the
sources of revenue by which it is to be financed.

The revenue section shall set forth the estimated receipts from
sources other than taxation for each office, departnent, service, or
institution for the ensuing fiscal year, the actual receipts for the
first six nmonths of the current fiscal year and the actual receipts for
the | ast conpleted fiscal year, the estimted surplus at the close of
the current fiscal year and the anpbunt proposed to be raised by
t axati on.

The expenditure section shall set forth in conparative and tabul ar
formby offices, departnents, services, and institutions the estinmated
expendi tures for the ensuing fiscal year, the appropriations for the
current fiscal year, the actual expenditures for the first six nonths
of the current fiscal year including all contracts or other obligations
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agai nst current appropriations, and the actual expenditures for the
| ast conpleted fiscal year.

Al estimates of receipts and expenditures for the ensuing year
shall be fully detailed in the annual budget and shall be classified
and segregated according to a standard cl assification of accounts to be
adopt ed and prescri bed by the state auditor after consultation with the
Washi ngton state association of counties and the Wshington state
associ ation of county officials.

The county auditor or chief financial officer designated in_a
charter county shall set forth separately in the annual budget to be
submtted to the county legislative authority the total anount of
energency warrants issued during the preceding fiscal year, together
with a statenment showi ng the anount issued for each energency, and the
| egislative authority shall include in the annual tax levy, a |levy

sufficient to raise an anount equal to the total of such warrants:
PROVI DED, That the legislative authority may fund the warrants or any
part thereof into bonds instead of including themin the budget | evy.

Sec. 9. RCW 36.40.050 and 1963 ¢ 4 s 36.40.050 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The budget shall be submtted by the auditor or chief financial
officer designated in_a_charter county to the board of county
conmi ssioners on or before the first Tuesday i n Septenber of each year.
The board shall thereupon consider the same in detail, making any

revisions or additions it deens advi sabl e.

Sec. 10. RCW 36.40.130 and 1963 ¢ 4 s 36.40.130 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

Expenditures nmade, liabilities incurred, or warrants issued in
excess of any of the detailed budget appropriations or as revised by
transfer as in RCW 36. 40. 100( (—36-46-2120)) or 36.40. 120 provi ded shal
not be a liability of the county, but the official making or incurring
such expenditure or issuing such warrant shall be liable therefor
personal |y and upon his or her official bond. The county auditor shal
i ssue no warrant and the county comm ssioners shall approve no claim
for any expenditure in excess of the detail ed budget appropriations or
as revised under the provisions of RCW 36.40.100 through 36.40. 130,
except wupon an order of a court of conpetent jurisdiction, or for

SHB 1583. SL p. 6
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Sec. 11. RCW 36.40.210 and 1963 ¢ 4 s 36.40.210 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

On or before the twenty-fifth day of each nonth the auditor shall
submt or make available to the board of county conm ssioners a report

showi ng the expenditures and liabilities against each separate budget
appropriation incurred during the preceding calendar nonth and I|ike
information for the whole of the current fiscal year to the first day
of said nonth, together with the unexpended and unencunbered bal ance of
each appropriation. He or she shall also set forth the receipts from

taxes and fromsources other than taxation for the sane peri ods.

Sec. 12. RCW 36.96.020 and 1979 ex.s. ¢ 5 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

On or before June 1st of 1980, and on or before June 1st of every
year thereafter, each county auditor shall search avail able records and
notify the county Ilegislative authority if any special purpose
districts located wholly or partially within the county appear to be
i nacti ve. ((Each  county —auditor shall also provide in the
notifications made in 1982 and thereafter a tist-of all special- purpose
eh-sti+ets—leecated—whelby—or—part+aby—wthin—the —eounty —whi-ch——fFor
Hiree—consecutve —vyears—belorethe notiHecation—have fatted—to—Hte

L CHBALS Wt ht he cOoURE: sired in ROW36.96.090.)) |f

the territory of any special purpose district is |ocated within nore
than one county, the legislative authorities of all other counties
wi t hi n whose boundari es such a special purpose district lies shall also
be notified by the county auditor. However, the authority to dissolve
such a special purpose district as provided by this chapter shall rest
solely wwth the legislative authority of the county which contains the
great est geographic portion of such special purpose district.

p. 7 SHB 1583. SL
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Sec. 13. RCW 36.96.090 and 1979 ex.s. ¢ 5 s 9 are each anended to
read as follows:

({ tbh—FEvery—spectal—purpose—di-strt+et —shal—Htlea—staterent—wth
Hre—audi-tor—ot—each—county—tn—whi-ch—++—-es—on—or—heloreDPecenber—34st
of every year, beginning in the year 1979,  The initial statement filed
by —each—speetal-—purpose—distret—shall—eontain)) For every newy
created special purpose district, the auditor of each county in which
the special purpose district is |ocated shall provide the state auditor
with the follow ng information:

(((&)) (1) The nane of the special purpose district and a general

description of its |ocation ((anrdgeographical—area—wthin—thecounty
| it hi I ;

by — Fhe — statutes — under —whi-eh — the — special — purpoese — di-str+et
eperates)) ;

(((})) (2) The nane, address, and telephone nunber((-—and
reratnrg—termof—offtece)) of each nenber of its governing authority;
and

((€))) (3) The functions that the special purpose district is then
presently perform ng and the purposes for which it was created.

( (Subseguent annual statenents need only identify the special purpose

NO a ala a¥a N a aas NN N N N aV¥ala¥a N
wawE" Ci Ci i O » O C C C v Ci

Hre—tast—year—

2—Each—ecounty—auditor—on—-or—beforeJanuary 31—1980,—and—on—-or
before—Januvary—3tst—each—year—therealter—shalH—ftorward t+o—thestate
auditor a summation of the information contained in the statenents
required to be filed in subsection (1) of this section together with
Horreb-on —of — each — spectal — purpose — di-striet — Located —wholby —or
part-aty —wtHn — Hhe — county — Hhat —has — been — dbssolved — during —the
precedi-ng—year—))

Sec. 14. RCW43.09.280 and 1995 ¢ 301 s 18 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The expense of auditing public accounts shall be borne by each
entity subject to such audit for the auditing of all accounts under its
jurisdiction and the state auditor shall certify the expense of such
audit to the fiscal or warrant-issuing officer of such entity, who
shal | imedi ately make paynent to the state auditor. |If the expense as
certified is not paid by any |l ocal governnment within thirty days from

SHB 1583. SL p. 8
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the date of certification, the state auditor nmay certify the expense to
the auditor of the county in which the |ocal governnent is situated,
who shall pronptly issue his or her warrant on the county treasurer
payabl e out of the current expense fund of the county, which fund

except as to auditing the financial affairs and making inspection and
exam nation of the county, shall be reinbursed by the county auditor or
chief financial officer designated in a charter county out of the noney
due the Ilocal governnent at the next nonthly settlenment of the
collection of taxes and shall be transferred to the current expense
fund.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 15. The followng acts or parts of acts are
each repeal ed:

(1) RCW 28A. 350.010 (Registering warrants--All districts) and 1990
c 33 s 373, 1975 c 43 s 27, 1973 c¢c 111 s 2, & 1969 ex.s. c 223 s
28A. 66. 010;

(2) RCW 28A. 350. 020 (Regi stering warrants--Second-class districts)
and 1990 ¢ 33 s 374, 1975 c 43 s 28, & 1969 ex.s. c 223 s 28A. 66. 020;

(3) RCW 28A.350.030 (Auditing accounts--All districts) and 1969
ex.s. ¢ 223 s 28A.66. 030;

(4) RCW 28A.350.040 (Auditor to draw and issue warrants--Second-
class districts) and 1990 ¢ 33 s 375, 1975 ¢ 43 s 29, 1973 ¢ 111 s 3,
& 1969 ex.s. ¢ 223 s 28A. 66. 040;

(5) RCW 28A. 350. 050 (Teacher nust qualify before warrant drawn and
i ssued or registered--All districts) and 1973 ¢ 72 s 1, 1971 c 48 s 45,
& 1969 ex.s. ¢ 223 s 28A. 66. 050;

(6) RCW 28A.350.060 (Liability of auditor for warrants exceedi ng
budget--All districts) and 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 118 s 31 & 1969 ex.s.
c 223 s 28A. 66.070;

(7) RCW 28A.350.070 (Orders for warrants not transferable--Second-
class districts) and 1975 ¢ 43 s 30 & 1969 ex.s. c¢ 223 s 28A. 66. 080;

(8) RCW 36.18.110 (Monthly statenent to county auditor) and 1985 c
44 s 3, 1984 c 128 s 3, & 1963 c 4 s 36.18.110;

(9) RCW 36.18.120 (Statenents to be checked) and 1985 c 44 s A4,
1984 ¢ 128 s 4, & 1963 ¢ 4 s 36.18.120; and

(10) RCW 36.18.130 (Errors or irregularities) and 1963 c¢c 4 s

p. 9 SHB 1583. SL
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Passed by the House April 18, 20009.

Passed by the Senate April 9, 2009.
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Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 8, 20009.
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