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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2072

AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
Passed Legi slature - 2009 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 61st Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session

By House Transportation (originally sponsored by Representatives
Wal | ace, Cibborn, and Wod)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 03/ 09.

AN ACT Relating to advancing effective transportation for persons
wi th special transportation needs; anmendi ng RCW47.06B. 010, 47.06B. 020,
47. 06B. 030, 47. 06B. 050, 36. 73. 020, 47. 80. 023, 47. 06B. 900, and
47.06B. 901; addi ng new sections to chapter 47.06B RCW adding a new
section to chapter 28A 300 RCW adding a new section to chapter 35.58
RCW adding a new section to chapter 47.01 RCW creating a new secti on;
and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A newsectionis added to chapter 47.06B RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) In 2007, the legislature directed the joint transportation
commttee to conduct a study of special needs transportation to exam ne
and evaluate the effectiveness of special needs transportation in the
state. A particular goal of the study was to explore opportunities to
enhance coordi nation of special needs transportation prograns to ensure
that they are delivered efficiently and result in inproved access and
increased nobility options for their clients. It is the intent of the
| egislature to further consider sonme of the recommendations, and to

p. 1 ESHB 2072. SL
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i npl emrent many of these recommendations in the form of two pilot
projects that wi | t est the potential for applying these
recommendati ons statewide in the future.

(2) The legislature is aware that the departnent of social and
health services submtted an application in Decenber of 2008 to the
federal centers for nedi care and nedi cai d services, seeking approval to
use the nedical match system a federal funding system that has
different requirenments from the federal admnistrative match system
currently used by the departnent. It is the intent of the |egislature
to advance the goals of this act and the recommendati ons of the study
identified in subsection (1) of this section w thout jeopardizing the
application nmade by the departnent.

(3) By August 15, 2009, the agency council on coordinated

transportation shall appoint a work group for the purpose of
identifying relevant federal requirenents related to special needs
transportation, and identifying solutions to streanline the

requirenents and increase efficiencies in transportation services
provi ded for persons with special transportation needs. To advance its
pur pose, the work group shall work with rel evant f eder al
representatives and agencies to identify and address various chal | enges
and barriers.

(4) Menbership of the work group nust include, but not be limted
to, one or nore representatives from

(a) The departnents of transportation, veterans affairs, health
and soci al and health services;

(b) Medi cai d nonenergency nedi cal transportation brokers;

(c) Public transit agenci es;

(d) Regi onal and met ropol i tan transportation pl anni ng
or gani zati ons, i ncl udi ng a representative of t he regi ona
transportation planning organization or organizations that provide
staff support to the local coordinating coalition established under
section 9 of this act;

(e) Indian tribes;

(f) The agency council on coordi nated transportation;

(g) The local coordinating coalitions established under section 9
of this act; and

(h) The office of the superintendent of public instruction.

ESHB 2072. SL p. 2
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(5 The work group shall elect one or nore of its nenbers to
service as chair or cochairs.

(6) The work group shall imedi ately contact representatives of the
federal congressional del egation for Washington state and the rel evant
federal agencies and coordinating authorities including, but not
limted to, the federal transit admnistration, the United States
departnment of health and human services, and the interagency
transportation coordinating council on access and nobility, and invite
the federal representatives to work coll aboratively to:

(a) ldentify transportation definitions and term nol ogy used in the
various relevant state and federal prograns, and establish consistent
transportation definitions and term nology. For purposes of this
subsection, relevant state definitions exclude termnology that
requires a nedical determ nation, including whether a trip or service
is nmedically necessary;

(b) Identify restrictions or barriers that preclude federal, state,
and local agencies from sharing client Ilists or other client
information, and neke progress towards renoving any restrictions or
barriers;

(c) Identify relevant state and federal perfornance and cost
reporting systens and requirenents, and work towards establishing
consistent and uniform performance and cost reporting systens and
requi renents; and

(d) Explore, subject to federal approval, opportunities to test
cost allocation nodels, including the pilot projects established in
section 11 of this act, that:

(i) Allow for cost sharing anong public paratransit and nedicaid
nonener gency nedical trips; and

(i1) Capture the value of nedicaid trips provided by public transit
agencies for which they are not currently reinbursed with a funding
mat ch by federal nedicaid dollars.

(7) By Decenber 1, 2009, the work group shall submt a report to
the joint transportation commttee that explains the progress made
towards the goals of this section and identifies any necessary
| egi slative action that nust be taken to inplenment all the provisions
of this section. A second progress report nust be submtted to the
joint transportation commttee by June 1, 2010, and a final report nust
be submtted to the joint transportation conmttee by Decenber 1, 2010.

p. 3 ESHB 2072. SL
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*NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A newsection is added to chapter 47.06B RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) By August 15, 2009, the agency council on coordinated
transportation shall appoint a work group to <consider certain
recommendations resulting fromthe study identified in section 1(1) of
this act. |In conducting its analysis, the work group nmust consult with
the appropriate federal agencies, including the federal transit
admnistration, the United States departnent of health and hunman
services, and the interagency transportation coordinating council on
access and nobility.

(2) The work group nust be chaired by a representative of the
agency council on coordi nated transportati on, and nenbers nust incl ude
one or nore representatives of:

(a) Regional and netropolitan planni ng organi zati ons;

(b) Transit agencies;

(c) Brokerages providing nonenergency nedical transportation
servi ces; and

(d) The departnent of social and health services.

(3) The work group may consider any recommendation resulting from
the study identified in section 1(1) of this act, and shal
specifically <consider the study's recommendations regarding the
procurenent and desi gnation of comunity access managers, incl uding:

(a) The nost appropriate agency to make t hose desi gnati ons;

(b) The preferred geographic regions in which to establish
conmuni ty access managers;

(c) The duties and responsibilities of comrunity access nmnagers;
and

(d) Any study recomendations that mnmay interfere wth the
departnent's application as described in section 1(2) of this act, and
potential solutions to those issues.

(4) The work group nmay al so devel op an alternative to the conmunity
access manager nodel proposed in the 2009 special needs transportation
study recommendati ons, as described in section 1(1) of this act, as a
recommendati on to be considered by the joint transportation commttee.
Any proposed alternative nodel nust build upon the work conducted in
the pilot projects under section 11 of this act and the work conpl eted
in the 2009 study, and nust be consistent with the goals of the 2009
st udy.

ESHB 2072. SL p. 4
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(5) Subject to available funds, the work group may consult wth
ot her agenci es and organi zati ons as needed.
(6) By Decenber 1, 2009, the agency council on coordinated

transportation shall submt a report to the joint transportation
comm ttee describing the work group's findings and recomrendati ons for
i npl enenting the study recommendations. |If the work group finds that

additional tine is needed to conplete its analysis, a second progress
report must be submitted to the joint transportation conmttee by June
1, 2010.

*Sec. 2 was vetoed. See nessage at end of chapter.

Sec. 3. RCW47.06B. 010 and 2007 ¢ 421 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The |l egislature finds that transportation systens for persons wth
speci al needs are not operated as efficiently as possible. 1In too nany
cases, prograns established by the legislature to assist persons with
special needs can not be accessed due to these inefficiencies and
coordi nation barriers.

The legislature further finds that the transportati on needs of each
comunity are unique, and that transportation services may be inproved
by establishing a_system of statew de_oversight that_ seeks_input,
coll aboration, and_ cooperation_ from and anong all |ocal service
providers, including public agencies, private organizations, and
communi ty- based groups.

It is the intent of the legislature that public transportation
agenci es, pupi | transportation pr ogr amns, private nonprof it
transportation providers, and ot her public agenci es sponsoring prograns
that require transportation services coordinate those transportation
services. Through coordination of transportation services, progranms
wi |l achieve increased efficiencies and will be able to provide nore
rides to a greater nunber of persons with special needs.

Sec. 4. RCW47.06B. 020 and 2007 ¢ 421 s 2 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
(1) The agency council on coordinated transportation is created.

The purpose of the council is to advance and i nprove accessibility to
and coordi nation of special needs transportation services statew de.
The council is conposed of ((+er)) fourteen voting nenbers and four

nonvoting, |egislative nenbers.

p. 5 ESHB 2072. SL



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W W WPNDNDNDNDNMNDNMNDNDDNDNMNDNMNMNMNNNMNPEPPRPPRPPRPPRPERPEPPRPPREPE
N o oA WNEFE OO 0o N0 WDNPE OO oo N O WD PEe o

(2) The ((ten)) fourteen voting nenbers are the superintendent of
public instruction or a designee, the secretary of transportation or a
desi gnee, the secretary of the departnent of social and health services
or a designee, and ((seven)) eleven nenbers appointed by the governor
as follows:

(a) One representative fromthe office of the governor

(b) Three persons who are consuners of special needs transportation
servi ces, which nust include:

(1) One person designated by the executive director of the
governor's conmttee on disability issues and enpl oynent; and

(11) One person who is designated by the executive director of the
devel opnental disabilities council

(c) One representative from the Washington association of pupi
transportation;

(d) ©One representative from the Washington state transit
associ ation; ((and))

(e) One of the foll ow ng:

(1) Arepresentative fromthe community transportation association
of the Northwest; or

(ti) A representative from the community action council
associ ation;

(f) One_person_who_represents_regional transportation_planning
organi zati ons and netropolitan planning organi zati ons;

(d) One representative of brokers who provide nonenergency,
nedi cally necessary trips to persons with special transportation needs

under the nedi caid program adm ni stered by the departnent of social and

health services;

(h) One representative from the WAshington_ state departnent of
veterans affairs; and

(i) One representative of the state association of counties.

(3) The four nonvoting nenbers are | egislators as foll ows:

(a) Two nmenbers fromthe house of representatives, one from each of
the two | argest caucuses, appointed by the speaker of the house of
representatives, including at |least one nenber from the house
transportation policy and budget committee or the house appropriations
commttee; and

(b) Two nenbers fromthe senate, one fromeach of the two | argest

ESHB 2072. SL p. 6
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caucuses, appointed by the president of the senate, including at |east
one nenber fromthe senate transportation conmttee or the senate ways
and nmeans conm tt ee.

(4) Cubernatorial appointees of the council wll serve two-year
ternms. Menbers may not receive conpensation for their service on the
council, but wll be reinbursed for actual and necessary expenses

incurred in performng their duties as nenbers as set forth in RCW
43. 03. 220.

(5) ((Fhe—seeretary—ol—transportation—or—a destghee—shall—serveas
the chair.

£6))) The council shall vote on an annual basis to elect one of its
voting nenbers to serve as chair. The position of chair nust rotate
anong the_represented agencies, associations, and interest groups_at

| east every two years. If the position of chair_is vacated for _any
reason, the secretary of transportation_or_the secretary's designee
shall serve as_acting chair_until_ the next reqular_ neeting of the
council, at whichtine the nenbers will elect a chair.

(6) The council shall periodically assess its nmenbership to ensure
that there exists a balanced representation_of persons with special
transportation needs_and_ providers_of special transportation_needs
services. Recomendations for nodifying the nenbership of the counci
must be included in the council's biennial report to the legislature as
provided in RCW47. 06B. 050

(7) The departnent of transportation shall provide necessary staff
support for the council.

((6H)) (8) The council may receive gifts, grants, or endownents
from public or private sources that are nmade fromtinme to tine, in
trust or otherwise, for the use and benefit of the purposes of the
council and spend gifts, grants, or endowrents or incone from the
public or private sources according to their terns, unless the receipt
of the gifts, grants, or endowrents violates RCW42.17. 710.

((68))) (9) The neetings of the council nust be open to the public,
with the agenda published in advance, and mnutes kept and nade
available to the public. The public notice of the neetings nust
i ndi cate that acconmodations for persons with disabilities will be nmade
avai | abl e upon request.

((69Y)) (10) Al neetings of the council nust be held in | ocations

p. 7 ESHB 2072. SL
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that are readily accessible to public transportation, and nust be
schedul ed for tinmes when public transportation is avail abl e.

((29y)) (11) The council shall nmake an effort to include
presentations by and work sessions including persons wth special
transportati on needs.

*Sec. 5. RCW47.06B. 030 and 2007 c¢c 421 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

((H)) To assure inplementation of an effective system of
coordi nated transportation that neets the needs of persons with speci al
transportati on needs, the agency council on coordinated transportation
shal | .

(1) Consistent with the policy goals set forth in RCWA47.04. 280,
propose statew de policies and objectives, subject to enactnent by the
legislature, that are designed to_advance the coordination of and to
increase efficiencies in special needs transportati on services;

(2) Adopt a biennial work plan that nmust, at a m ni mrum

(a) Focus on projects that identify and address barriers in |aws,
policies, and procedures;

(b) Focus on results; and

(c) ldentify and advocate for transportation system inprovenents
for persons with special transportation needs( (-

£2—TFhe—ecounctt—shatb—) )

(3) Collaborate _with and nonitor the efforts of the |ocal
coordinating coalitions established under section 9 of this act;

(4) Establish uniform_ neasurable outcone-based performance
obj ectives and neasures for eval uating:

(a) The effectiveness of any grant prograns_adm nistered by the
council ;

(b) The council's progress nmade_toward acconplishing its_overal
obj ectives; and

(c) In collaboration wth local coordinating coalitions established

under section 9 of this act, the progress nade in each region toward
advancing coordination of and accessibility to special needs
transportation services;

(5) Periodically provide input and recomendations to local and
regi onal pl anni ng organi zati ons for advanci ng special needs coordi nated

transportation;

ESHB 2072. SL p. 8
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(6) Appoint nenbers to |ocal coordinating coalitions, as provided
in section 9 of this act;

(7) Beginning with the 2009-2011 biennial transportation budget,
and at the request of the departnent, review and assess applications
made for state paratransit/special needs grants, as provided in section
223(1), chapter 121, Laws of 2008, or other special needs
transportation grants adm ni stered by the departnent;

(8) As necessary, convene work groups at the state, regional, or
| ocal level to devel op and i npl enent coordi nated approaches to speci al
needs transportation((—

)L

(9) To inprove the service experienced by persons with special
transportation needs, ((the —eounett—shall)) develop statew de
gui del i nes for custoner conplaint processes so that infornmation about
policies regarding the conplaint processes is available consistently
and consuners are appropriately educated about available options. To
be eligible for funding on or after January 1, 2008, organizations
applying for state paratransit/special needs grants as described in
section 226(1), chapter 370, Laws of 2006 nust inplenent a process
foll ow ng the guidelines established by the council ((=

—The—ecounett—shatt) ), and

(10) Represent the needs and interests of persons with specia
transportation needs in statewide efforts for energency and disaster
pr epar edness pl anni ng by advising the energency nanagenent council on
how to address transportation needs for high-risk individuals during
and after disasters.

*Sec. 5 was vetoed. See nessage at end of chapter.

*NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A newsection is added to chapter 47.06B RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The legislature acknow edges that successful nodels of
coordination anong state, regional, and |l|ocal service providers
recogni ze that cost accounting and cost allocation are integral
conponents in neeting the statutory obligations of the various funding
sources that may be used to support the purchase of services from
special needs transportation service providers. To that end, the
agency council on coordinated transportation nust work col |l aboratively
with any appropriate agencies and transportation providers and
organi zations to:

p. 9 ESHB 2072. SL
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(a) Develop and adopt comon wunits of service definitions
i ncluding, but not limted to, definitions for vehicle mles, vehicle
hours, and passenger trips, consistent with any relevant definitions
established wunder section 1 of this act. For purposes of this
subsection, "common units of service" excludes elenents involving
medi cal determ nations, including whether atrip type or transportation
service is nedically necessary; and

(b) Develop wuniform performance and cost reporting systens,
consistent with performance and cost reporting systens established
under section 1 of this act.

(2) By Decenber 1, 2009, the agency council on coordinated

transportation shall submt a report to the joint transportation
commttee that, at a m nimum describes the progress nmade towards the
goals of this section. |f necessary, a second progress report nust be

submtted to the joint transportation commttee by June 1, 2010, and a
final report nmust be submtted to the joint transportation committee by
Decenber 1, 2010.

*Sec. 6 was vetoed. See nessage at end of chapter.

*NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. A newsection is added to chapter 47.06B RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) In cooperation with the departnent of social and health
services and the Washington state patrol, the agency council on
coordi nated transportation shall nmake progress toward the goal of
establishing a single clearinghouse for driver background checks wi thin
the nost cost-effective agency. To that end, the council shall, at a
m ni mum

(a) Review any previous rel evant studies;

(b) ldentify and collaborate with agenci es engaged in background
check anal ysi s; and

(c) Develop a work plan to achieve the objectives identified in
this subsection

(2) By Decenber 1, 2009, the agency council on coordinated

transportation shall submt a report to the joint transportation
comrittee that, at a mninmum describes the progress nade towards the
goals of this section. |f necessary, a second progress report nust be

submtted to the joint transportation commttee by June 1, 2010, and a
final report nust be submtted to the joint transportation conmttee by
Decenber 1, 2010.

*Sec. 7 was vetoed. See nessage at end of chapter.

ESHB 2072. SL p. 10
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Sec. 8. RCW47.06B. 050 and 2007 ¢ 421 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

The agency council on coordinated transportation shall submt a
progress report ((enr—eounetH—aetivities)) to the legislature by
Decenber 1, 2009, and every other year thereafter. The report nust
describe the council's progress in_achieving its objectives and in
attaining the applicable goals identified in the council's biennia
work plan and highlight any problenms encountered in achieving these
goals. The report nust also include the required perfornmance neasure
eval uations established in RCWA47.06B.030(4). The information will be
reported in a formestablished by the council.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. A newsectionis added to chapter 47.06B RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) A local coordinating coalitionis created in each nonenergency
medi cal transportation brokerage region, as designated by the
departnment of social and health services, that enconpasses:

(a) A single county that has a population of nore than seven
hundred fifty thousand but | ess than one mllion; and

(b) Five counties, and is conprised of at | east one county that has
a popul ati on of nore than four hundred thousand.

(2) The purpose of a local coordinating coalition is to advance
| ocal efforts to coordinate and maxim ze efficiencies in special needs
transportation prograns and services, contributing to the overal
objectives and goals of the agency council on coordinated
transportation. The local coordinating coalition shall serve in an
advi sory capacity to the agency council on coordinated transportation
by providing the council with a focused and ongoi ng assessnent of the
speci al transportation needs and services provided wthin its region.

(3) The conposition and size of each |ocal coordinating coalition
may vary by region. Local coordinating coalition nmenbers, appointed by
the chair of the agency council on coordinated transportation to two-
year ternms, mnust reflect a balanced representation of the region's
provi ders of special needs transportation services and nust incl ude:

(a) Menbers of existing local coordinating coalitions, wth
approval by those nenbers;

(b) One or nore representatives of the public transit agency or
agenci es serving the region;

p. 11 ESHB 2072. SL
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(c) One or nore representatives of private service providers;

(d) Arepresentative of civic or comrunity-based service providers;

(e) A consuner of special needs transportation services;

(f) A representative of nonenergency nedical transportation
medi cai d brokers;

(g) Arepresentative of social and human service prograns;

(h) Arepresentative of |ocal high school districts; and

(1) A representative from the Wshington state departnent of
veterans affairs.

(4) Each coalition shall vote on an annual basis to el ect one of
its nmenbers to serve as chair. The position of chair nust rotate anong
the represented nenbers at |east every two years. |If the position of
chair is vacated for any reason, the nmenber representing the regiona
transportation planning organization described in subsection (6) of
this section shall serve as acting chair until the next regular neeting
of the coalition, at which time the nenbers will elect a chair.

(5 Regular neetings of the |ocal coordinating coalition nmay be
convened at the call of the chair or by a mpjority of the nenbers
Meetings nust be open to the public, and held in |locations that are
readily accessible to public transportation.

(6) The regional transportation planni ng organi zation, as descri bed
in chapter 47.80 RCW serving the region in which the loca
coordinating coalitionis created shall provide necessary staff support
for the local coordinating coalition. 1In regions served by nore than
one regional transportation planning organization, unless otherw se
agreed to by the relevant planning organizations, the regional
transportation planning organization serving the |argest population
within the region shall provide the necessary staff support.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 10. A new section is added to chapter 47.06B
RCWto read as foll ows:

Local coordinating coalitions established under section 9 of this
act shall:

(1) Identify, to the greatest extent possible, all |Ioca
transportation facilities, services, and providers serving persons wth
speci al transportation needs in the region, including public transit
agenci es, private conpanies, nonprofit organizations, and comrunity-

ESHB 2072. SL p. 12
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based groups. For each service provider, the coalition shall identify
t he boundaries within which services are provi ded,

(2) ldentify |ocal service needs, including connectivity gaps and
other barriers to reliable and efficient transportation wthin and
across service boundari es;

(3) Consider strategies to address the | ocal service needs and gaps
identified in subsection (2) of this section;

(4) In consultation with the agency council on coordinated
transportation, collaborate with | ocal service providers and operators
to identify and propose comon connectivity standards. The

connectivity standards nust, at a mninmum address signage, transit
i nformati on, schedul e coordination, and services provided to address
access to and froma transit stop or facility; and

(5) Beginning Decenber 1, 2009, submt an annual report to the
agency council on coordinated transportation that nust, at a m ni mum
describe local efforts to coordinate and maximze efficiencies in
speci al needs transportation prograns and services, and progress nade
in addressing the duties described in this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 11. A new section is added to chapter 47.06B
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) In addition to the duties identified in sections 9 and 10 of
this act, each |ocal coordinating coalition shall devel op or inplenment
a pilot project within the coalition's region, as described under
section 9(1) of this act, for the purpose of denonstrating cost sharing
and cost saving opportunities as described in subsection (2) of this

section, and shall keep the agency council on coordinated
transportation inforned of progress nade toward inplenenting the pil ot
project. In developing or inplenenting the pilot project, the |ocal

coordinating coalition shall collaborate with the appropriate federal
agencies, including the federal transit authority and United States
departnment of health and human services, and may col | aborate with ot her
agenci es and organi zati ons as deened appropri ate.

(2) The pilot project nust be designed to:

(a) Denonstrate opportunities for cost sharing, including but not
l[imted to opportunities anong public paratransit and nedicaid
nonener gency nedical trips; and
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(b) Test the feasibility of capturing the value of nedicaid trips
provided by public transit agencies for which they are not currently
rei moursed with a fundi ng match by federal nedicaid doll ars.

(3) By Decenber 1, 2009, and by June 1, 2010, each |ocal
coordinating coalition shall submt a status report to the joint
transportation commttee and agency counci | on coor di nat ed
transportation describing progress made in inplenenting the pilot
project. By Decenmber 1, 2010, each local coordinating coalition shal
issue a final report to the joint transportation commttee and the
agency council on coordi nated transportation describing progress nade
in inplenmenting the pilot project.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 12. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 300
RCWto read as foll ows:

By Decenber 31, 2010, the office of the superintendent of public
instruction shall establish a uniform process designed to track the
addi ti onal expenditures for transporting honmel ess students, including
expenditures required under the MKinney Vento act, reauthorized as
Title X, Part C, of the no child left behind act, P.L. 107-110, in
January 2002. Once established, the superintendent shall adopt the
necessary admnistrative rules to direct each school district to adopt
and use the wuniform process and track these expenditures. The
superintendent shall provide information annually to the agency counci
on coordi nated transportation, created in chapter 47.06B RCW on total
expenditures related to the transportati on of honel ess students.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 13. A newsection is added to chapter 35.58 RCW
to read as foll ows:

A municipality, as defined in RCW 35.58.272, and each regiona
transit authority shall work collaboratively with the appropriate | ocal
coordinating coalition or coalitions as described under section 9 of
this act to advance the coordination of and maxim ze efficiencies in
transportation services provided to persons with special transportation
needs as defined in RCW47. 06B. 012.

Sec. 14. RCW 36. 73. 020 and 2006 ¢ 311 s 25 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
(1) The legislative authority of a county or city may establish a

ESHB 2072. SL p. 14
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transportation benefit district wthin the county or city area or
within the area specified in subsection (2) of this section, for the
pur pose of acquiring, constructing, inproving, providing, and funding
a transportation inprovenent within the district that is consistent
with any existing state, regional, and |local transportation plans and
necessitated by existing or reasonably foreseeable congestion |evels.
The transportation inprovenents shall be owned by the county of
jurisdiction if located in an unincorporated area, by the city of
jurisdiction if located in an incorporated area, or by the state in
cases where the transportation inprovenent is or becones a state
hi ghway. However, if deenmed appropriate by the governing body of the
transportation benefit district, a transportation inprovenent my be
owned by a participating port district or transit district, unless
otherwi se prohibited by [|aw Transportation inprovenents shall be
adm ni stered and mai ntai ned as other public streets, roads, highways,
and transportation inprovenents. To the extent practicable, the
district shall consider the following criteria when selecting
transportation inprovenents:

(a) Reduced risk of transportation facility failure and inproved
saf ety;

(b) Inproved travel tine;

(c) Inproved air quality;

(d) Increases in daily and peak period trip capacity;

(e) Inproved nodal connectivity;

(f) Inproved freight nobility;

(g) Cost-effectiveness of the investnent;

(h) Optimal performance of the systemthrough tine; ((anrd))

(i) Lnproved accessibility for, or other benefits to, persons with
special transportation needs as defined in RCW47.06B. 012; and

(J) Oher criteria, as adopted by the governi ng body.

(2) Subject to subsection (6) of this section, the district may
include area within nore than one county, city, port district, county
transportation authority, or public transportation benefit area, if the
| egi slative authority of each participating jurisdiction has agreed to
the inclusion as provided in an interlocal agreenent adopted pursuant
to chapter 39.34 RCW However, the boundaries of the district need not
include all territory within the boundaries of the participating
jurisdictions conprising the district.
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(3) The nenbers of the legislative authority proposing to establish
the district, acting ex officio and i ndependently, shall constitute the
governing body of the district: PROVI DED, That where a district
i ncludes area within nore than one jurisdiction under subsection (2) of
this section, the district shall be governed under an interl ocal
agreenent adopted pursuant to chapter 39.34 RCW However, the
governi ng body shall be conposed of at |east five nenbers including at
| east one elected official from the legislative authority of each
participating jurisdiction.

(4) The treasurer of the jurisdiction proposing to establish the
district shall act as the ex officio treasurer of the district, unless
an interlocal agreenent states ot herw se.

(5) The electors of the district shall all be registered voters
residing within the district.

(6) Prior to Decenber 1, 2007, the authority under this section
regarding the establishnment of or the participation in a district,
shall not apply to:

(a) Counties with a population greater than one mllion five
hundred t housand persons and any adj oi ning counties wth a popul ati on
greater than five hundred thousand persons;

(b) Cties with any area within the counties under (a) of this
subsection; and

(c) Oher jurisdictions wwth any area within the counties under (a)
of this subsection.

Sec. 15. RCW47.80.023 and 2007 ¢ 421 s 5 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

Each regional transportation planning organization shall have the
foll ow ng duties:

(1) Prepare and periodically update a transportation strategy for
the region. The strategy shall address alternative transportation
nodes and transportation demand nmanagenent mneasures in regional
corridors and shall recomend preferred transportation policies to
i npl enent adopted growh strategies. The strategy shall serve as a
guide in preparation of the regional transportation plan.

(2) Prepare a regional transportation plan as set forth in RCW
47.80.030 that is consistent with county-wi de planning policies if such
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have been adopted pursuant to chapter 36. 70A RCW w th county, city,
and town conprehensi ve plans, and state transportation plans.

(3) Certify by Decenber 31, 1996, that the transportation elenents
of conprehensive plans adopted by counties, cities, and towns wthin
the region reflect the guidelines and principles devel oped pursuant to
RCW 47. 80. 026, are consistent with the adopted regional transportation
pl an, and, where appropriate, conform wth the requirenents of RCW
36. 70A. 070.

(4) Where appropriate, certify that county-w de planning policies
adopt ed under RCW 36. 70A. 210 and the adopted regional transportation
pl an are consi stent.

(5) Develop, in cooperation with the departnent of transportation,
operators of public transportation services and |ocal governnents
within the region, a six-year regional transportation inprovenent
program whi ch proposes regionally significant transportation projects
and progranms and transportation demand nmanagenent neasures. The
regional transportation inprovenment program shall be based on the
prograns, projects, and transportation demand managenment neasures of
regional significance as identified by transit agencies, cities, and
counties pursuant to RCW 35.58.2795, 35.77.010, and 36.81.121,
respectively, and_any recommended prograns_or projects identified by

the agency_ council on_coordinated transportation, as_provided_ in
chapter 47.06B  RCW that @ advance special @ needs coordi nated
transportation as defined in RCWA47.06B. 012. The programshall include
a priority list of projects and progranms, project segnents and

prograns, transportation demand nmanagenent neasures, and a specific
financial plan that denonstrates how the transportation inprovenent
program can be funded. The programshall be updated at | east every two
years for the ensuing six-year period.

(6) Include specific opportunities and projects to advance speci al
needs coordinated transportation, as defined in RCWA47.06B. 012, in the
coordinated transit-humn services transportation plan, after providing
opportunity for public conment.

(7) Designate a |l ead planning agency to coordi nate preparation of
the regional transportation plan and carry out the other
responsibilities of the organization. The | ead planni ng agency may be
a regional organization, a conponent county, city, or town agency, or
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t he appropri ate Washi ngton state departnent of transportation district
of fice.

((A)) (8) Review |evel of service nethodol ogies used by cities
and counties planning under chapter 36. 70A RCWto pronote a consi stent
regi onal eval uation of transportation facilities and corridors.

((8))) (9) Wrk with cities, counties, transit agencies, the
departnent of transportation, and others to develop |evel of service
standards or alternative transportation perfornance neasures.

((9)) (10) Submt to the agency council on coordinated
transportation, as provided in chapter 47.06B RCW beginning on July 1,
2007, and every four years thereafter, an updated plan that includes
the elenents identified by the council. Each regi onal transportation
pl anni ng organi zation nust submt to the council every tw years a
prioritized regional human service and transportation project |ist.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 16. A new section is added to chapter 47.01 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) To be eligible for funding on or after January 1, 2010, any
organi zation applying for state paratransit/special needs grants, as
described in section 223(1), chapter 121, Laws of 2008, or for other
funding provided for persons with special transportation needs, as
defined in RCW47.06B. 012, nust include in its application, in addition
to neeting other eligibility requirenents provided in Jlaw, an
expl anati on of how the requested funding will advance efficiencies in,
accessibility to, or coordination of transportation services provided
to persons wth special transportation needs as defined in RCW
47. 06B. 012.

(2) Unless otherwise required by law, in admnistering federal
fundi ng provided for special needs transportation purposes, including
fundi ng under SAFETEA-LU, the safe, accountable, flexible, efficient
transportation equity act, P.L. 109-59, or its successor, the
departnment shall give priority to projects that result in increased
efficiencies in special needs transportation or inproved coordination
anong speci al needs transportation service providers.

(3) I'n making final grant award determ nati ons under subsection (1)
of this section, the departnent shall seek input from the agency
council on coordinated transportation, as provided in chapter 47.06B
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RCW and shall give substantial deference to applications recommended
by the council

Sec. 17. RCWA47.06B. 900 and 2007 ¢ 421 s 8 are each anended to
read as follows:

The agency council on coordinated transportation is term nated on
June 30, ((26%6)) 2011, as provided in RCW47.06B. 901.

Sec. 18. RCW47.06B.901 and 2007 ¢ 421 s 9 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The follow ng acts or parts of acts, as now existing or hereafter
anmended, are each repeal ed, effective June 30, ((2641)) 2012:

(1) RCW47.06B.010 and 2009 ¢ . . . s 3 (section 3 of this act),
2007 c 421 8 1, 1999 c 385 8 1, & 1998 ¢ 173 § 1,

(2) RCW47.06B.012 and 1999 c 385 § 2;

(3) RCW47.06B.020 and 2009 ¢ . . . s 4 (section 4 of this act),
2007 c 421 §8 2, & 1998 c 173 § 2;
(4) RCWA47.06B.030 and 2009 ¢ . . . s 5 (section 5 of this act),

2007 c 421 8 3, 1999 c 385 8 5, & 1998 c 173 § 3;

(5) RCWA47.06B. 040 and 2007 ¢ 421 8 4 & 1999 c 385 § 6; ((and))

(6) RCW47.06B.050 and 2009 ¢ . . . s 8 (section 8 of this act) &
2007 c 421 § 6,

(7) Section 1 of this act;

(8) Section 2 of this act;

(9) Section 6 of this act;

(10) Section 7 of this act;

(11) Section 9 of this act;

(12) Section 10 of this act; and

(13) Section 11 of this act.

*NEW SECTION. Sec. 19. If specific funding for the purposes of
this act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not
provi ded by June 30, 2009, in the omibus transportati on appropriations
act, this act is null and voi d.

*Sec. 19 was vetoed. See nessage at end of chapter.
Passed by the House April 20, 2009.
Passed by the Senate April 10, 2009.
Approved by the Governor My 15, 2009, with the exception of
certain itens that were vetoed.
Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 18, 2009.

Note: Governor's explanation of partial vetois as follows:
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"I have approved, except for Sections 2, 5, 6, 7 and 19, Engrossed
Substitute House Bill 2072 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Relating to advancing effective transportation for
persons with special transportati on needs."

Section 19 of the bill makes the provisions of the |egislation nul
and void if sufficient funding to inplenment the legislation is not
included in the 2009-11 Transportation Budget. The 2009-11
Transportation Budget does include sufficient funding to inplenent
portions of the legislation, but not the entire bill. | have decided
to veto Sections 2, 5, 6 and 7 of the legislation that do not have
sufficient funding for inplenentation, as well as the null and void
clause in Section 19. As a result, we wll be able to nove forward
with providing special needs transportation services in a nore
coordi nated and efficient manner, w thout inposing unfunded mandates
on state agenci es.

For these reasons, | have vetoed Sections 2, 5, 6, 7 and 19 of
Engrossed Substitute House Bill 2072.

Wth the exception of Sections 2, 5, 6, 7 and 19, Engrossed Substitute
House Bill 2072 is approved.™
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