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HOUSE BI LL 2598

Passed Legislature - 2010 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 61lst Legislature 2010 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Takko, Bl ake, and Herrera

Prefiled 01/08/10. Read first tine 01/11/10. Referred to Committee
on Agriculture & Natural Resources.

AN ACT Rel ating to disposal of dredged riverbed materials fromthe
Mount St. Helen's eruption; anendi ng RCW79. 140. 210; and creating a new
section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW79.140.210 and 2009 ¢ 426 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1)(a) The legislature finds and declares that an extraordinary
volume of material washed down onto beds of navigable waters and
shorelands in the Toutle river, Coweenman river, and portions of the
Cowitz river follow ng the eruption of Mount St. Helens in 1980.

(b) The legislature further finds that the owners of private |ands
| ocated near the inpacted rivers were authorized to sell, transfer, or
ot herw se di spose of any dredge spoils renoved fromthe river between
the years of 1980 and 1995 wi thout the necessity of any charge by the
depart nent.

(c) The legislature further finds that the dredging activities
following the eruption of Muunt St. Helens are no | onger adequate to
protect engineered structures on the affected rivers or the public
health and safety of the comunities located in proximty to the
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affected rivers. Future river dredging will be necessary as part of
managing the post-eruption state of the rivers, and wth the
commencenent of new dredging activities, the wunderlying conditions
| eading to the previous authority for private |andowners to di spose of
the dredged materials wthout the necessity of any charge by the
departnent are replicated.

(d) The legislature further finds that just as between the years of
1980 and 1995, the dredge spoils placed upon adjacent publicly and
privately owned property in the affected areas, if further disposed,
wll be of nomnal value to the state and that it is in the best
interests of the state to allow further disposal w thout charge.

(2) (( , - 2
beds—and-—shores—ol—the—TFouwte—river—Covweernanriver—and—that—portion

Pe—&an&apy—%——2999——&s—a—pesa+%—e#—d%edg+ﬂg—Lhe—a##ee%eé—%+¥er—#eF
pav-gat-on—and —Hoed —control—purposes—may—be—sold——transterred—

e%he%Mkse—d+spesed—e#—by—emne#s—e#—%he—#ands—m+%hea%—%he—ﬂeeess+ky—e#

b)y)) Al dredge spoil or materials renoved from the state-owned
beds and shores of the Toutle river, Coweenman river, and that portion
of the Cowmitz river fromtwo nmles above the confluence of the Toutle
river to its nouth deposited on adjacent public and private |ands
( (afHter—3Jdandary—31,—2009—but)) before Decenber 31, ((286+#)) 2035, as a
result of dredging the affected rivers for navigation and fl ood contr ol
purposes that as of the effective date of this section have not been
sold, transferred, or otherw se di sposed of by owners of the |ands, may
be sold, transferred, or otherw se disposed of by owners of the |ands
W thout the necessity of any charge by the departnent and free and

clear of any interest of the departnent ((+i—%he—#and—+ﬂ—qaes%+eﬂ—mas

sal-e —of —the —materials —would —not-—be —exenpt —f+rom—charges —by —the
I : itk thi e
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by—the —owners—ol—thetands—tothe department— - —type—and

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. This act applies to all dredge spoil or

materials renoved from the state-owned beds and shores of the Toutle
river, Coweeman river, and that portion of the Cowlitz river from two
m | es above the confluence of the Toutle river to its nouth deposited
on adjacent public and private lands as a result of dredging the
affected rivers for navigation and fl ood control purposes follow ng the
eruption of Mount St. Helens in 1980 that, as of the effective date of
this section, have not been sold, transferred, or otherw se di sposed of
by owners of the |ands. To this extent, this act applies
retroactively, but in all other respects it applies prospectively.

Passed by the House February 10, 2010.

Passed by the Senate February 27, 2010.

Approved by the Governor March 15, 2010.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 15, 2010.
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