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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5360

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2009 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngton 61lst Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session

By Senate Health & Long-Term Care (originally sponsored by Senators
Kei ser, Brandl and, Franklin, Mirray, Brown, Ranker, Fraser, Parlette,
and Kohl -\l | es)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 25/ 09.

AN ACT Relating to community health care collaborative grants
addi ng new sections to chapter 41.05 RCW and creating a new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 41.05 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The comunity health care collaborative grant program is
established to further the efforts of conmmunity-based coalitions to
i ncrease access to appropriate, affordable health care for Washi ngton
residents, particularly enployed |owincone persons and children in
school who are wuninsured and underinsured, through |ocal prograns
addressing one or nore of the follow ng: (a) Access to nedical
treatnment; (b) the efficient use of health care resources; and (c)
quality of care.

(2) Consistent with funds appropriated for community health care
col | aborative grants specifically for this purpose, two-year grants may
be awarded pursuant to section 2 of this act by the adm nistrator of
the health care authority.

(3) The health care authority shall provide adm nistrative support
for the program Adm nistrative support activities may include health
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care authority facilitation of statew de discussions regarding best
practices and standardized performance neasures anong grantees, or
subcontracting for such di scussions.

(4) Eligibility for comunity health care collaborative grants
shall be limted to nonprofit organizations established to serve a
defi ned geographic region or organizations with public agency status
under the jurisdiction of alocal, county, or tribal governnent. To be
eligible, such entities nust have a formal collaborative governance
structure and deci si on-maki ng process that includes representation by
the followng health care providers: Hospitals, public health,
behavi oral health, community health centers, rural health clinics, and
private practitioners that serve |owinconme persons in the region,
unl ess there are no such providers within the region, or providers
decline or refuse to participate or place unreasonable conditions on
their participation. The nature and format of the application, and the
application procedure, shall be determ ned by the adm ni strator of the
health care authority. At a mninum each application shall: (a)
| dentify the geographic region served by the organization; (b) show how
the structure and operation of the organization reflects the interests
of, and is accountable to, this region and nenbers providing care
within this region; (c) indicate the size of the grant bei ng requested,
and how the noney w |l be spent; and (d) include sufficient information
for an evaluation of the application based on the criteria established
in section 2 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 41.05 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The community health care coll aborative grants shall be awarded
on a conpetitive basis based on a determ nation of which applicant
organi zation wll best serve the purposes of the grant program
established in section 1 of this act. In making this determ nation
priority for funding shall be given to the applicants that denonstrate:

(a) The initiatives to be supported by the community health care
col l aborative grant are likely to address, in a neasurable fashion
docunented health care access and quality inprovenent goals aligned
wWith state health policy priorities and needs within the region to be
served;
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(b) The applicant organization nust docunent formal, active
col | aboration anong key community partners that includes |ocal
governnents, school districts, large and snall businesses, nonprofit
organi zations, tribal governnents, <carriers, private health care
providers, public health agencies, and comunity public health and
safety networks, as defined in RCW70. 190. 010;

(c) The applicant organization will match the community health care
col l aborative grant with funds from other sources. The health care
authority may award grants solely to organi zati ons providing at | east
two dollars in mtching funds for each conmmunity health care
col | aborative grant doll ar awarded;

(d) The community health care collaborative grant will enhance the
| ong-term capacity of the applicant organization and its nenbers to
serve the region's docunented health care access needs, including the
sustainability of the prograns to be supported by the conmmunity health
care col |l aborative grant;

(e) The initiatives to be supported by the community health care
col |l aborative grant reflect <creative, innovative approaches which
conpl enent and enhance existing efforts to address the needs of the
uni nsured and underinsured and, if successful, could be replicated in
ot her areas of the state; and

(f) The progranms to be supported by the conmmunity health care
col | aborative grant make efficient and cost-effective use of avail able
funds through adm nistrative sinplification and inprovenents in the
structure and operation of the health care delivery system

(2) The adm nistrator of the health care authority shall endeavor
to di sburse community health care coll aborative grant funds throughout
the state, supporting collaborative initiatives of differing sizes and
scal es, serving at-risk popul ati ons.

(3) Grants shall be disbursed over a two-year cycle, provided the
grant recipient consistently provides tinely reports that denonstrate
the programis satisfactorily nmeeting the purposes of the grant and the
objectives identified 1in the organization's application. The
requirenents for the performance reports shall be determ ned by the
health care authority admnistrator. The performance neasures shall be
aligned with the community health care collaborative grant program
goal s and, where possible, shall be consistent wwth statew de policy
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trends and outcone neasures required by other public and private grant
funders.

*NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A newsection is added to chapter 41.05 RCW
to read as foll ows:

By July 1st of each even-nunbered fiscal year the adm ni strator of
the health care authority shall provide the governor and the
| egislature with an evaluation of the comunity health care
col | aborative grant pr ogram describing the organizations and
col l aborative initiatives funded and the results achieved. The report
shall include the inpact of the program results of performance
measures, general findings, and recommendati ons.

*Sec. 3 was vetoed. See nessage at end of chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The health care authority may adopt rules to

i npl ement this act.

Passed by the Senate April 19, 2009.

Passed by the House April 14, 2009.

Approved by the Governor April 30, 2009, with the exception of
certain itens that were vetoed.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 1, 2009.

Note: Governor's explanation of partial veto is as follows:

"I am returning herewith, wthout ny approval as to Section 3,
Substitute Senate Bill 5360 entitl ed:

"AN ACT Rel ating to community health care col | aborative grants.”
Section 3 requires the admnistrator of the Health Care Authority to

produce a report every two years. In difficult economc tines,
produci ng additional reports will only further strain limted funding
and staff tine. If legislators or governors require further

informati on on the performance of the grant program they can sinply
request such information from the Health Care Authority. For this
reason, | have vetoed Section 3 of Substitute Senate Bill 5360.

Wth the exception of Section 3, Substitute Senate Bill No. 5360 is
approved. "
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